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No man is an island 
£miro of itscU; 

Every man is a piece of the continent 
A part of the main. 


John Dorw 
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Introduction 


C hance, as Conrad liked to call it—luck, or even fate. 

as others prefer to think—plays its pan as much in 
shaping the destinies of races as of individoals, dispensing 
vicissitudes or boons alike upon the lone f^uce and the com> 
posite group. Of the vicissitudes the saddest, though assuredly 
not the most dire, is that by which the dead are relegated to 
oblivion. It is perhaps a subconscious awareness of this haaard 
that so often &ects the steps of an indolent walker to an old 
churchyard, leading him to pause by a decayed tombstone, to 
wonder as he gazes at its perished and illegible inscription as 
to what tnanner of man was laid beneath the en^macic slab, to 
speculate upon his way of life, and to regret that all traces of 
this once vital and alert being—even to the record of his name 
and life span—have now forever faded from the notice of 
mankind. 

Antiquarians are often assailed by somewhat similar 
thoughts, especially those of them who are attracted by the less 
well documented pages of ancient history. Amongst die most 
meagre of such passages, but also amor^ the most absorbing, 
are those dealing widi the Scythian nomads, who, in the last 
millenium of the pie/Christian era, roamed the vast, almost 
crescent/shaped steppe which stretches from the coniines of 
China to the bacib of the Danube. Today, practically the 
whole immense expanse of natural grassland belongs to die 
USSR, but in early prehiscodc dmes numerous tribes sue/ 
ceeded each other in this enormous plain. In the norih/eastern 
section many of these peoples o^n displayed a tendency, which 
became more marked with the passing centuries, to mutate to 
the west or south/west ofthek starting point, a tendency which 
was doubtless fostered by the existence on their other borders of 
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go^aphicud baniers which debarred them from breaking out 
in these diiecdoos. The trail of their movements can occasion^ 
ally be picked up here and there thanks to the objects they left 
behind them» but their history is virtually lost to us, even thou^ 
pte^hiscorians are sometimes able to salvage a few nebulous 
facts from those ancieut, long^forgotten, unrecorded years. A 
little more information is available about the European section 
of the steppe during the last millenium of the pre^Chriscian era; 
then, the late bronze age inhabitants of the area were succeeded, 
and eventually assimilated, by tribes whose origins remain 
obscure, but who, centrir^ round the Koyal Scychs of southern 
Itussia, have nevertheless left us numerous, tangible tokens of 
their existence. Except for their pottery, ail of their possessions 
that have come down to us, including the most utilitarian 
objects, arrest attention, in part because ^ the skill with which 
they were fashioned, in part because of the strongly individual 
style of the animal lepresentadons with which the vast majority 
are decorated. These £guxes reveal a preoccupation with the 
animal world, which is accompanied by the ability to express 
this world's essential features with a directness, conviction and 
sumpiuousness chat have not so far found a parallel in any 
odier school of nomadic art. Indeed, the animal forms which 
the Scythians created for their own delight are so vital and 
seductive that they eventually affected the an of much of western 
Europe, permanently marking it with their own individual 
sump. 

it is a great pity that the Scythians did not possess an alphabet 
or a coinage, for although die startling variety of the objects 
retrieved &om their burials testi£es to an unexpectedly complex 
way of life and to an almost uoiversal talent for des^n, our 
knowledge of (hem must largely depend upon secondary 
sources. First-hand information is limited to the deductions 
which can be drawn &om excavating their combs, and for 
basic histoncal facts we have to rum to the sparse references 
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which their more cultured contemporaries, whether Chinese, 
Assyrians, Jews or Greeks, happened to make to them in their 
wrinen records and also to the more detailed, if confused, 
accounts compiled by Greek historians of the classical age. 

Many ancient Greek scholars mistakenly considered the 
Scythians the world’s oldest race. Trogus Pompeius, writing in 
the first century B.c., affirmed chat they had always been 
thought so by all but the Egyptians, who had long disputed the 
assertion. In this instance the .^yptians were inde^ in the 
right, for, In contradjcdon to their own account of their origins, 
the Scythians did not become a rec^;nizable national entity 
much before the eighth century 6.C. They could not, therefore, 
vie with the Egyptians in antiquity of race. Nevertheless, the 
Scythians were a vital political force in their day, and although 
their history at present occupies only a few lines in some of our 
more comprehensive reference books, they continue to remain 
magnificently alive for us as the source of some of our favourite 
legends. Thus Odysseus* Acaca or Land of the Rising Sun, 
the world beyond the grave, is situated in Scythia, on the 
eastern shores ofthe Black Sea, in what is now either the Kuban 
or the Taman peninsula. There too Jason and his Argonauts 
sought the Golden Fleece, and Odysseus met with his later 
adventures; it was there that Iphigenia ministered to Diana; 
thence that M^g set out in fury to cause havoc among the 
Jews. 

In addition to these legends, many strange tales of the well/ 
nigh fabulous wealth of the Scythians came to mingle with the 
more plausible facts assembled by the Greek historians. So 
confused was the picture which resulted that, until late in the 
nineteenth centuty, many scholan tended even to discount 
much that Herodotus had written concerrung them. Then, 
gradually, the very high intrinsic value of the objects which 
wete regularly appearing &om the Scythian banows of south/ 
em Russia led archsologists to consult these early records anew. 
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To their surprise, intecmii^led with the absurd, they found 
much chat has proved of inesumable value in piecing tt^ethec a 
picture of Scythian Ufe. B:ccavauons in our own day continue 
to produce ever new corroborative evidence in support of some 
of these ancient assertiom, and careful readings of the old texts, 
combined with the results achieved by spadework in the Held, 
have dirown so much new light on the customs of the steppe 
nomads of the Scythian age that it has become possible to 
reconstruct their way of life to an altogether unexpected extent, 
and to assess with some degree of accuracy die importance of their 
comiibution to the art of western Europe during the Dark Ages. 

The Scychians proper actually formed the main clan of a 
large group of nomads, the tribes of which cannot be clearly 
differentiated through the references made to them by the early 
writers. By the seventh ceniuty B.c. they had established them^ 
selves firmly in southern Russia and the Kuban, and analt^ous 
tribes, possibly even related clans, though politically entirely 
distinct and independent, were also centred on the Altai; 
some may even have penetrated to the Yenissei district. The 
origins of these Asiatic tribes cannot now be defined with any 
degree of certainty, but some of them shared and contributed 
so much to Scythian art that the entire group, at any rate in the 
artistic and cultural Held, deserves to be considered as one, even 
though the dissimilarities which occur are oHen sufHcienily 
marked to warrant differcQUadon. In these pages, therefore, the 
term Scythian will be reserved for the specifically Scythian 
tribes which occupied the Kuban, parts of the Crimea and the 
great river beds of southern Russia and which, at a somewhat 
later date, also percolated to Romania, Bulgaria, Hui^ary and 
Prussia. The term ‘kindred Scyths’ will be applied to the 
nomads of the Altai, and especially to those whose graves have 
been excavated at Pazirik and on neighbouring sites in the 
same r^on. Such a deHnidon has the advantage of not runnii^ 
counter to that of the ancients. Thus, although in accordance 
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with the usage of the late nineicenih century, the term Scythian 
is reserved by a group of authorities in the USSR for the tribes 
which ruled over the territory stretching from the Carpathians 
to the Don, Strabo actually distinguished the region of the 
Dobmdja as * Lesser Scythia’, while he ass^ned the whole 
steppe area lying to the north and north-east of the Black Sea to 
’Hascern Scythia*. 

Throughout rhe entire area with which we arc concerned, die 
Scythian and 'kindred Scythian* tribes were basically nomadic, 
but their pastoral way of life depended to some extent on the 
existence of agricultural communities, and it is not unlikely 
chat, at any rate by the fifth century B.C., a section of each tribe 
lived in permanent or semi-permaneru encampments which 
served the nomadic portions of the tribe as a base. The nomads 
in both the European and the Asiatic sectors of (he plain appear 
to have developed a very similar routine and to have followed 
closely analogous occupations. As a result chae is no very 
marked difference In the tastes and interests, the clothii^ and 
equipment of the rwo groups. At this distance of lime it is 
impossible to decide how much of the resemblance was due to 
the existence of definite racial links between the groups, how 
much to the similarity of their environment and way of life. 
The an of each, though fundamentally alike, is nev^theless 
distinguishable because of certain local features resulting in part 
from the geographical position occupied by each section. The 
Eurasian steppe is of such immense dimensions, stretchlr^ as it 
does from the edge of the Orient ri^t across to cemral Europe 
that, inevitably, peoples living on one ot other of its peripheries 
were bound to come into closer touch with their immediate 
ncighbouK, even if they happened to be aliens, than with more 
distant groups, even if these were kinsmen of their own. Thus, 
in the east, the influence of China was often to the fore in the 
nomadic culture of the area, in the centre, Persian elements 
were more in evidence, and, in the west, those of Greece. Yet in 
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spite of thee foreign trends, the Qom2dic culture predomiiuted 
throughout, tendir^ to express itself more crudely in the Alai 
and with greater refinement among the Royal Scyihs of southern 
Russia, and the inHuences were not entirely in the one direction, 
for the indigeno us culture of the steppe in its turn made itself felt, 
if to a lesser degree, both in the eastern and the western worlds. 

The Scythians formed well/organized communides, re/ 
spending to their chiefs with ready discipline. But they were a 
turbulent lot, delightii^ in warfare, predatory raids and the 
scalping of their enemies. On more than one occasion their 
prowess in battle caused real concetn to the infinitely more 
powerful kingdoms of Assyria, Media, Parthia and Greece. In 
the seventh century B.c. the Scythians were feared throughout 
Asia Minor, but at the same ume their wealth and love of 
£nery won them the good will of the great Hellenic merchants 
established along the shores of the Black Sea, as well as of the 
Greek ardsis and craf^m who had settled in the Bosphoran 
kingdom, and more especially at Pandcapatum. Even at this 
early date in their history, the Scythians already displayed an 
excraordinary ability to appreciate and assimilate the best in the 
art of theii day, regardless of its or^n, and they were quick to 
turn CO the highly skilled Greek atdsts working in the Pondc 
towns which had sprung up on their southern border in the 
seventh century fl.c., for objects of oucanding quality. The 
Greeks on their pan showed no reluctance to work fot the rich 
nomads ou whom they had come to depend for many of their 
basic foods, The purchases were probably paid for by barter, 
and from the sixth century b.c. onwards we find the Greeks of 
the region producii^ objects which were quite obviously made 
to the order of Scythian notables. Pieces decorated with scenes 
from nomad life, which could have been of interest only to the 
tribal chiefs of the hinterland, have been found and these must 
have been made as special commissions. We can see much 
the same thing happening in the south-east, at Sakiz, where. 
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accor^'c^ co Ghinhtnan.* a oeasure which had belonged to 
the Scythian king Partatua or to his son Madyes contained 
splendid examples of AssyrivSeythiao jcwellay, 

The Scythians indeed played as active a part in commerce as 
in war and constituted so important an element in the life of 
their age that Herodotus found it necessary ro devote to them an 
entire book of his great history. To obtain all possible informal 
uon» he set out himself on the tedious journey to Oibia, the 
Greek outpost city which had been founded in 645 s.c, on the 
joint mouths of the rivers Bug and Dtiiestr. Olbia depended 
foe its survival on Scythian protection and on trade with 
the Scythian world; for the former it paid some form of 
tribute. Herodotus found it an agteeable and prosperous 
city and put his time there to good purpose, learning a tribal 
name from one and hearing of a chieftain's idiosyucrasies from 
another. He entered it all in the Fourth Book of his History, 
though he was careful to distinguish between the facu which 
he had ascertained for himself and the statements reported to 
him by others, that he had been unable to check. Yet notwitlv 
standing his account, the absence of written documents among 
the Scythians themselves has proved a strong ally of oblivion, 
for all memory of the Scythians rapidly faded with their passing 
from the political scene. By the fourth century a.d. they had 
been completely fot^otren by the civilized world of the day, and 
some fifteen hundred years wae to elapse before their art was 
rediscovered. It was through this art that they were to become 
reinstated in the minds of men. 

The first step towards reinstatement occurred at the rutn of 
the seventeenth century, when organized bands of grave looters 
set about a wide-scale robbit^ of the ancient banows of 
Siberia. Reports of their depredations reached Peter the Great 
Although too preoccupied in the west to be able to sponsor 
* Gbirsbman (is), p. lOfi. TU number n parentheres r^ers ie lh< 
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controlled excavaciom in his eastern territories, the Tsar gave 
explicit orders that the bands were to be broken up, the cul> 
pcits punished and the objects in their possession dispatched to 
him at $c. Petersbu^. In due course a inagni£cent collection of 
gold belt buckles and plaques reached the capital. Some were 
adorned with precious stones or enamels and the majorityi 
Plir«s 1, 2.1 folio wii^ the shape of a horizontal displayed most curious 

animal forms. Collectors and art lovers in the capital were 
completely mystified by the style of the buckles. They were 
placed in the T$ar*s personal treasure room, or Schatzkamtner 
as he called it, and many years later they percolated to what is 
now the Hermitage Museum at E-eningrad, where they still 
constitute a unique collection of outstanding importance. 

During the eighteenth century chance finds in Siberia and 
southern Russia of objects decorated with animal representa/' 
tions of a somewhat similar character helped to maintain a mild 
interest in this type of art, which gradually grew to be associated 
with the nomads of the Eurasian steppe. This view was con/ 
firmed in 17O3, when General Melgunov, while posted on 
military duties in southern Russia, opened the munificent 
barrows which now bear his name. His discoveries created a 
stir, but even so, the next real advance in Russian aichzology 
did not occur till the turn of the eighteenth century, when 
scieonfic journeys first came co be undenaken in Siberia by 
such pioneers as Clarke, Pallas, Dubois de Montp^reux, 
Sumarokov and a score of others. All these travellers noted the 
multiplicity of early burials which, at any rate for the archzo/ 
legists, enlivened the seemingly limitless Siberian landscape, 
but none of them was able to embark on excavations in the 
area. Nevertheless, in 1S06 a Museum was founded at 
Nikolaev: five years later another was opened at Theodosia; in 
IS25 one was established at Odessa, and in the following year 
the most important of all was installed at Kerch. These fbunda/ 
tions acted as a spur to antiquarians and within a surprisxr^ly 
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short time two Kerch residents, Dubrux ind Stemf^owski. 
both of them amateurs, but assisted by the two directors 
of the Kerch museum, Blaxemberg and Ashi], and by the 
local repcesenuiive of the Ministry of Interior, Kareisha, com/ 
bined in conducting an excavation on a site close to Kerch. 
Soon after, similar work was put in hand in the Kuban and m 
various places close to (he southern extremities of the great 
rivers which intersect the European section of the plain. Very 
soon ic became abundandy clear that the mounds contained 
not only human and horse burials, but also the products of a 
marvellously rich group of meial/'workers, and that these were 
to be associated with the Scyths. It likewise became evident 
that these people had evolved an animal art of considerable 
individuality, one vibrant with life and impregnated with a 
static dynamism that defined yet defied the laws of nature by 
portraying both the real and the imaginary creatures which 
peopled their fanciful and superstitious minds. Numerous 
bronze and iron objects were found in the burials, but a great 
many were made of gold. The latter excited special attention, 
for ic soon became apparent that the decoradons on these 
objects were to some extent related to the buckles from Siberia 
which Peter the Great had saved from destruction a century or 
more before. 

The next important step in Scythian archeology occuned 
in the I 8 i 50 *s when V. V. Radiov set out to explore Siberia, 
this time supplementing surface observations of the mounds by 
excavations. In his researches brought him to Katanda, a 
site in the southern Altai so rich in barrows that he decided to 
open some of the largest. His interest had been aroused by the 
unusual construction of these mounds. Instead of being topped 
with earth, as was generally the case in southern Russia, they 
were covered with a layer of great boulders. Radlov had been 
at work on the largest of these mounds for bur a short time 
when his men struck a layer of ice. This was especially 
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surprising since they w^e in a region which is not subjected 
to perpetual &eezing. Without even suspecting the existence 
of such a phenomenon, Radlov had stumbled upon the first of 
the frozen banows which ate now known to be peculiar to this 
particular area of the Altai. 

The formation of ice in these barrows is fortuitous and is due 
to the layer of scones which caps them. The autumn rains 
penecrace this layer and iilcer down some distance through the 
earth beneath; durii^ the intense cold of the winter months the 
moisture &eezes and even in summer this icc never melts 
because of the insulation of the stones above. As a result, many 
of the bodies and objects buried beneath the layer of Ice have 
been presnved as though in a modern deep/freeze. 

Radlov was naturally unaware of the state of al&irs, and as 
he was pressed for time by the lateness of the season, he set 
abouc melting the ice as rapidly as possible. As the waters 
which had been congealed for centuries were celeased, the 
astonished archsologist was able to behold the dead with 
some of (heir cloches well preserved and their household 
objects lying vinually intact. But almost as soon as the waia 
penetrated the burial chamber some of the more fragile material 
disintegrated. Though part was lost, Radlov succeeded in 
saving most of the tomb’s concents, and his finds included 
articles of clothing and pieces of furniture which were to prove 
of greater interest some eighty years later than at the time of 
their discovery. 

As excavations in Russia multiplied, producing ever more 
examples of animal art, it became evident that the whole 
Eurasian steppe had had a life which stretched far back into 
the past and that, in die Scythian period, all parts of it had been 
linked by close and regular contacts. The discovery of gold and 
metal objects of undoubted Scythian workmanship in the 
Balkans and in western Europe, however, added new and ucv 
foreseen difficulties to the task of tracing and defining these 
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contacts. Later still* the recognition of Scythian clemenc in 
Viking, Celtic and Merovingian art, invested die study with 
even greater complexity, but the difficulties served to spur 
scholars on. Many archsologists of various nationaliiies sec 
out to piece the available information together in an endeavour 
to establish the source and spread of this m^niHcem nomadic 
art, to trace the routes of its penetration from zone to zone, and 
to define its links and ini^uences on other schools of art. 

Tolstoy and Kondakov, two eminent Russian antiquarians, 
were amor^ the first to set to work. They began by listing, 
describing and attempting to date all Scythian objects extant in 
Russia. Then Roscovizeff in Russia, Minns and Dalton in 
Et^land, Rcinach in France, Talgren in Finland, and many 
more notable scholars besides, studied these findings, compared 
their own conclusions with the statements of the ancients, and 
especially with those of Herodotus and Hippoaates, and 
reached agreement as to the basic facts of Scythian history. The 
romance of the work gained a stroi^ hold on them, and indeed, 
no one who has had the good fortune to assist at the opening of 
a Scythian burial can remain impervious to the fascination of 
the cask. To stand in the translucent ait of a day in early sum^* 
met, the eye roving freely over the plain as it stretches endlessly 
ahead, changeless and unchanged since the time when the first 
horseman galloped his steed across its measureless expanse, to 
stand thus whilst the tomb opens to disclose the Heshless bones 
of just such another wanderer, with chose of his horse lying 
nearby, that bodies bestrewed with gold ornaments and trap/ 
pings of great intricacy* is an unforgettable experience. It leaves 
the beholder determined in his rurn to try to probe the secrets of 
an an that is at the same time both curiously abstract and yet 
basically naturalistic and real. 

Rostovtzeff and Minns between them found the answa to 
many puzzling questions and ofi^ed valuable suggesdom with 
regard to others, but many more await solution. Certain 
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Russian and Hungarian scboUrs have puc forward the interest/ 
ing idea that d)e ScjthiaQS cnaj have been an Alcaic people. 
This theory has not been generally acccpted^indeed, it runs 
CQUUCer CO the views of most scbolais—yet the resuls of excava/ 
cions at PaTfrih io the Altai Co some ezcent support k The 
recent fidd/work carried out there under the diiectoiship of 
S. 1 . Rudenko concerns a kindred tribe and not a purely 
Scythian one. Hevertbeles the amHaiiry between much of the 
Pazirik maierial and finds origuuring fiom the Kuban and 
southern Russia is so great that there is ofieo every reason for 
applyij^ condusioos reached at Pazirik to problems relating 
to theScyths, more especiaDy since some of the Pazirik mounds 
have produced evidence chat was hitherto lacking in support of 
certain passages in Hcrodoms conccnuag the Scyths. The 
Pazirik combs also show links with riiose \duch Radlov ex/ 
amined at Katanda over e^ty years 
Although rise results attained by Radlov at Katanda were 
scarcely nociced during an age \duch had been enthralled 
by such ouBCanding discoveries as the golden treasures of 
Pogamon, Troy and Mycemr, and although they remained 
unremarked by later archaologiso, it is possible that Rudenko 
had them in mind when be set out in 1924 on an anthropolc^/ 
caf expeditioQ to Siberia. When (dunce led him to the very 
region in the Altai that geologiss fiom the USSR assert alone 
provides the pherramenon of fiozen tombs, be was quick (o 
recognize the possibilmes of the various sices which he saw. He 
was at once impressed by the combs which abound in die 
vicinity o( the bed of the river Uisul and its tribucario. One 
valley struck him as especially promising. It was the Pazirik 
valley, whid) lies on the southon slopes of die Chulishman 
range in the Altai mountains. Close to che meeting point of the 
Pazirik valley and the river Ursul Rudenko found an impor/ 
tant burial ground consisting of some ibrey mounds. They varied 
in size and shape, some bemg ronnd, odiers oval, but all were 
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topped with the bouldm which pky $o decisive a pan in the 
formation of a ptocective layer of ice above the burial chamber. 
Five mounds were exceptionally large and nine of the smaller 
ones closely resembled them both in shape and construction. 
In 1919 Rudenico and his assistant Griasnov were able to 
examine the Hrst of the large banows. Its contents proved wdb 
nigh sensational, yet the work had to be abandoned at the end 
of the fitsi season. It was resumed in 1947 and continued fbc 
two further years. 

By then the excavations had brought to light the story of a 
people who were not only endowed with an astonishingly acute 
decorative seme and with an unerring skill for expressing it in 
a wide variety of materials, but who had also attained to a 
cebtively high degree of culture, involving life in elaborate tents, 
if DOC huts, the use of wheeled carts, the ability to ride the horse, 
CO produce ebborate textiles and, to judge from the vesseb, 
quite elaborate cooking. Their art and way of life were redi$> 
coveted for us partly as a result of the happy chance which 
coveted their Combs with a protective byer of ice, and also 
because of the skill and ability with which Rudenko and his 
assistants overcame the difHculties of excavating in the ice. 
Rudenko was successful in preserving and transporting his 
finds without damage from the Altai to the Hetmitage 
Museum. Funhermoce, his erudition and sound scholarship 
enabled him to extract the utmost information &om every scrap 
of evidence likely to have a beating on the people of Pazirik. 
Though not neatly as valuable intrinsically as the material fbom 
the Royal Scythian tombs of southern Russia, not fmm the 
arostic point of view as satisfying as much of the pure Scythian 
work from European Russia or Hungary, the Pazidk fiods 
nevertheless throw a great deal more light on the past than do 
any of the others. As a result, RudeDko*s researches pave the 
way towards e^abllshing a fuller understanding of the art, the 
life and the history of the peoples of the Eurasian steppe. 
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The Background 

T he immense plain which the tribes of the Scythian • 
and Hndred nomads occupied durii^ mo5t of the £rsc 
millcnium stretches from Podolia on the western of 
Buropean Russia to the borders of China. It fbctns a sii^le geo^ 
graphical unit of natural grassland* but in A&ia it is broken by 
the Pamirs, die Tien Shan and the Altai ranges, whilst the Pi^. s 

UtaU practically sever the Asian section from the Buropean. 

Yet communications over the whole vast tract have never been 
halted by purely geographical obstacles, for two passes, those of 
Dzungaria and Ferghana, form corndon which connect the 
Asiatic and European portions of the plain. In prehistoric dtnes 
the grass covered virtually the whole of the central Asian section 
but certain climatic changes occuned there a little before the 
dawn of the historic period and as a result, la^e areas of pasture 
were uansfoimed into barren, sand^covered deserts un£t for 
habitation. But these sandy stretches remained open to travel, 
thdr transformation fuUog to impede the movements of the 
steppe dwellers or co curb the mcet/tribal contacts which had 
been established. Thusreladonships between tribes persisted on 
tradional lines Bom the earliest undl <]uite recent times. 

In antiquity the boundaries of the region with which we are 
concerned were defined by geographical ieanues radier than by 
political demarcadoD lines. Movii^ Bom east to west, they 
consisted of the Nan Shan and Tien Shan ranges, and the 
Oxus river; the Iranian plateau which succeeded them was 
perhaps more of a political Bontier, but it was followed again 
by natural boundaries, formed in turn by the Caucasian 
mountains, the Bbck Sea, the Carpathiaiu and the river 
Danube. Along the steppe's northern frir^e uninviting, 
dangerous lands covered with sinister marshes, vast forests and 
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wild tundfd were inhabited fierce Finno-Ugrian tribesmen* 
but the natural perils of the countryside were in themselves 
sufficient to serve as povpXrTul deterrents to Scythian penetration. 

Then as now, the Asiatic section of the sKppe was subjected 
to intense cold during the wimer months and to torrid heat in 
the summer, and in consequence the vegetadon of that region 
has always been less luxuriant and less well suited to primitive 
mediods of agriculture than that of southern Russia. Though 
cedars flourished on many Asiatic hillsides, pines, larch and 
birch were common to both areas. Annuals and biennials were, 
however, practically unknown to the Asiatic section, whereas, 
is southern Russia, the steppe was carpeted with flowers 
throughout die spring. In Asia much of the vegetation con¬ 
sisted plants of the Gramines family, such as Peftucata 
suUata, Avcni icscrtorum and Trisdum favescens. Potentillas 
fiutiwa and suhicoulis also grew there. Equally common were 
AnUnftaria iiaica, Lcontapodium sihirieum, Aftemish saerorum and 
Senedopratensis of the Composite group. Sanfoxn, wild chyme, 
Aconitum harhatum, PahaU'lla patens and Anemones of various 
varieties flourished, and Schizanepeta mult^a and Phhmis 
tukrasa covered great patches of ground. In the spring, Irk 
n/the»ka and Dimlhuf sepiieri often gladdened the eye. In south¬ 
ern Russia die land was more thickly aftbrested and oaks, 
limes, ashes and acacias spread dieir shade over much of die 
plain, ftuk trees aftbrded a welcome harvest, and splendid 
grass served co fatten the herds. Edible roots and bulbs furnished 
mankind with food, coriander was obtainable for the making 
of infusions and hemp provided a narcotic, potent both as a 
medicament and as a stimulant capable of inducing sensations 
amounting to ecstasy. 

The entire r^on was tremendously rich in animal life. In 
Asia elks, bears, wolves, leopards, bison and wild horses 
roamed in the steppe. In Europe wild boars, asses, goacs, oners 
and beavers were common. Susliks, tiny creaiutes cf the jerboa 





The Background 

family, and hare, minks and emlne scudded in che under^ 
growth; adders and snakes lurked in the grass, and bees, which 
were valued for their honey, zoomed above. Eagles, pheasants, 
francolins and many birds besides filled the sky. AU these 
animals and birds, together with many others, appear in 
Scythian an, often powerfully stylized, though still clearly 
recognizable with all theic essential flutes and characteristics 
triumphantly preserved, or else altered into mythical creacuies 
so strar^e that the original beast is often completely transformed. 

The European section of the steppe was in genaal more lush, 
clement and fertile chan the Aisaiic. It was traversed by great 
rivers—the Volga, the Don with its tributary the Donetz, the 
Dniepr, the Bug and finally che Dniesti—all of which provided 
immense hauls of fish and valuable salt deposits. Their waters 
faiilized the valleys, bur did not impede movement unduly. 

The nomads were thus able to roam at will across the entire 
region, either pasturing their cactle or pursuing the game in 
which che steppe abounded, without having to contend with 
any serious geographical obstacles and without encountering 
any startling changes in climate or v^etation. For just as the 
character of the Asiatic sector had undergone modlficarion in 
early prehistoric rimes owir^ to chaises of climate, so Coo has 
che temperature of the European portion altered since the 
classical age. Southern Russia has thus tended to become 
warmer and drier than it was when the Greeks of the 
Bosphoran kingdom were in the habit of complaining of the 
cold and wet on the northern shores of the Black Sea. In their , 
day the Caspian was undoubtedly very much larger than in 
Christian times. It is very probable that it used to jut out south 
of Krasnovodsk into the large gulf which Ellsworth Huntings 
ton* idenrifies with the Scythian Gulf referred to by Diodorus 
of Sicily in about the year do E.c. In those days the Oxu$ must 
have ^owed into this gulf, for the trade route &om che west to 
the east followed its river bed. When the Caspian contracted. 
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the river must hive altered its course, turning towards (be Sea of 
Aral Parts of the reduced Caspian were probably then used 
for habi(arion» but as the lands dried out> food supplies muse 
hive decreased undl (he heeds had to be chinned out and the 
nomad population was forced to contract. 

Good building stone was scarce in the western sector, though 
one or two rich outcrops were worked in classical times in the 
Crimea and limestone was also quarried ac Kerch. From abouc 
(he eighth century E.c. small supplies of Iron were obtained 
from the region of the central Dniepc, but large amounts were 
procured from the Caucasus, where it was so plentiful that the 
Creeks thought that it had been invented there. Copper was 
also mined in immense amounts in Transcaucasia and gave 
rise amoi^ the Greeks to their tales ^ouc the Argonauts, but 
gold came partly from the nortb-east of the Urals, and mainly 
from the very rich Altaian mines. In view of the distance in/ 
volved, i( is a little surprising that the Scythians in the western 
regfou of the steppe seem to have had unlimited supplies of 
gold at their disposal. Their stocks could only have come from 
their f^ow tribesmen to the east, and indeed nothing could 
have been easier than the establishment of a gold trade between 
the two zones; it must In fact have existed an early date. 
Yet there is nothing to show how the Scythians paid for the 
gold, for there is no su^esrion that they received it as a tribute, 
nor is there anything to indicate that they obtained it by barter/ 
ing any of their Greek imports in return for it. The problem 
remains a mystery. It is curious too chat although amber was 
found in soiall quantities in the vicinity of Kiev, it was inv 
ported from the Adriatic and was most widely used in the 
Kuban. Shells were very scarce in all areas, yet some graves 
contained cowrie shells that must have come from the Indian 
Ocean. 

In neolithic rimes, whilst the inhabitants of western Asia 
were still hunters, their contemporaries on the Amu Darya were 
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fishermen who had come in contact with the cultivacors of 
Merv and had learnt to produce for themselves some red and 
black pottery and also perhaps some woven stuffs. In Europe 
at much the same time, the inhabitants of wood and wattle 
houses in the Ukraine were decorating their pots with geometric 
patterns, and a voy litde later Tiipolje pottery displayed figures 
of bulls, goats, dogs, stags and men. In Siberia succeeding 
generatiem painted their pottery with red or white bands re^ 
sembling to some extern that of Susa or Sialk, they kept large 
domestic animals, and they placed their dead with legs bent, in 
rectangular graves covered with a stone slab. According to 
Kiselev', it was between the years 3000 and 1700 B.c. that the 
first agriculturalists to work the soil of Siberia, coming from the 
west, settled on the more fertile lands. Paradoxically, it is at very 
much the same date that pastoral nomads first appeared in the 
Ukraine. The latter were fair^haired men of the long-headed 
type, quite probably Thracians; they carried battle-axes of £uto^ 
pean shape, they had domesticated the horse and, before burial, 
they daubed their dead with an ochre paint which stained even 
their bones a reddish colour. This was a period of Immense 
movements of peoples, tribes from the west heading eastward 
and those in the east making for the west. There must have been 
some widespread cause foe these migrations; possibly one of the 
great droughts which used periodically to a/Tect most of eastern 
Europe and westan Asia. This opening phase In the migratory 
movement was to culminate a d^ousand yean later with the 
appearance in southern Europe of two distinct cultures, the 
Sc^ian in southern Russia and the Etruscan in Italy, for even 
though they were completely divorced and separate civiliza¬ 
tions, they were not wholly alien. 

In SO as the Scythians were concerned, the imtial point in 
their history can perhaps be assigned to about 1700 b.c., when 
the first Indo-European tribes reached the Yenissei. These 
migrants may have broken away from the Indo-European 
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group which had penetrated to Greece and Asia Minor some 
three centuries earliet. From the Yeiussei they advanced west 
of the Altai to the Caucasus, where Kiselevs believes that they 
evolved a mixed economy for themselves, some of the tribe 
settling as agriculturists in the fertile valleys, while'the rest 
roamed the plain as pastoral nomads and hunters. The settlers 
had by then mastered the arc of casting and forging copper, and 
some of (heir foundries have been discovered sunk in the earth, 
with the moulds they used for making their sickles lying close 
at hand. They produced a brownish poneiy on which they 
scratched geomeaic designs, and used bronze celts for cutting 
down trees. Ac first they buried their dead in Hatiish graves 
marked with a circle of boulders, but cowards 1200 B.C., they 
began to construct great bsurows. Kiselev* believes chat the 
difference in size of the barrows erected side by side on a single 
burial ground depended on the clan's wealth, but since the 
dissimilar banows contain graves which appear to belong to 
people of a common race or clan it is tempting to ascribe the 
difference in scale to the emergence of a class society, with 
families of substance and power expecting to be treated with 
special consideration in death as in life. 

At much the same date tribes in nonh/eastem Siberia began 
to use iron, and at Minusstnsk, situated in the Yenissei basin, a 
new Mongoloid race appeared, equipped with inward curving 
knives resembling those which are associated with the Chu 
dynasty of China. The presence of this shape marks the pene/ 
(ration of Chinese influence to a region which had until then 
been mainly affected by trends from western Asia or eastern 
Europe. This group of people either cremated their dead, bury^ 
iog their ashes beneath a stone slab, oc sometimes they laid Ihc 
body there Instead, ananging it in a crouching position. No 
horse skeletons are found in association with them, and it must 
therefore be assumed that, like the Chinese themselves, the 
people who were among the first to introduce orientalism to the 
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west had not as yet leatnt to ride the horse. Mounted nomads» 
amongst them Scythian and Masemir tribesmen from the 
Altai were, however, prominent at this time in other sections of 
the Asiatic steppe. The more important individuals of these 
groups had their riding horses buried beside them. In Europe, 
iough some horsemen, possibly men of Thracian stock, had 
appeared in Hut^ary towards looc b.c., unmounted CiDv 
merians soil continued to control southern Russia. 

Of the various tribes of horsemen who are associated with 
central Asia and eastern Europe, the Scythians were evcntiully 
CO prove the most important both in theti own day and also in 
the Dark Ages, when their influence madcitselffclt in the an of 
northern and western Europe. Yet at this distance of time it is 
impossible to deteimine the exact racial group to which the 
Sc^ians belonged. The problem has given rise to much con/ 
troversy, some authorities asserting that they were Huns, others 
that they were Turks or Mongols. In the main, however, most 
scholars ^ee chat they were people of the Indo/European 
group, possibly of Iranian stock or, as G&a N^ys and some 
others surest, Ugro/Altaians. The only indubitable 
which emerges is chat the tribes of the entire plain all spoke the 
same lai^uage, in much the same way that many preseoc/day 
nomads throughout Asia all speak the Turki dialect of Turk/ 
ish. The languag;e spoken by the nomads was basically an 
Iranian tongue, but it may have been more closely alUed to 
Avestic then to ancient Persian,® 

There Is very little anthropological material which can help 
CO throw l%ht on ihe problem, but what is' available seems to 
support the Indo/£uropean attribution, and this does not in its 
turn exclude an Altaian designation. An examination of the 
male skulls and mummifled heads found at Paairik confirms 
this view, notwithstandir^ chat the chieftain buried in Mound 
2 and a woman from one of the other burials were both Mon/ 
goloid in (ype( as was also an old man buried in an interesting, 
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Pii. z. Pl/yneal mcp «j anu Scfl^an infiurrtu. 


somewhat similar grave at Shibc id the Altai, excavated by » just as the Royal Scychs at times icucemarried with Greeks or 

Griaznov in 1927.7 Indeed, there is nothing surprising in the Thracians from neighbourir^ regions in the west. The union 

occasional presence of people of Moogol blood among the of weak and powerful tribes by mairi^e was of^ the only 

tribes inhabiting the eastern section of the Asiatic steppe, for way of ensuring the security of the smaller clan. Thus King 

there was probably intermaitiage between them and the locals, Ariapeithes of southern Russia married a Greek woman from 
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Isinis, a well as a Scythian and also the daughter of the 
Thracian chief Teres. 

' The ancient Creeks applied the names Scyth, Saka or Caha 
indiscriminately to all the nomads of the Eurasian steppe, wiclv 
out distinguishing between those inhabiting lands within reach 
of China and those living close to the Carpathians. As lace as 
the second century a. D. Ptolemy called Sineria in central Asia. 
Scythia. Herodotus, whom time has proved correct in much 
that he wrote about the Scydiians. thought that they had all 
come from Asia and that, at an unspecified date, the Asiatic 
Scythians had split from those living on the Eusdne. Present^ 
day scholars in the USSR use the term Scythian in its narrow/ 
est sense, applying it only to the comparatively small number of 
tribes who liv^ on the shores of the Sea of Aiov, the Black Sea. 
the Kuban and the Dniepr. But since all the mounted nomads 
of the Scythian age spoke the same Iranian tongue, whether 
(hey came from the Dnienr or the banks of the Oxus, there 
seems reason to think that at any rate the majority were linked 
by some sore of racial tic. A definite affinity is indeed suggested 
by the nature of their an, which shows well/nigh identical 
features over so wide an area. The presence of certain seemingly 
Siberian elements in the west lends support to the view held by 
some scholars that the Scythians were a west/Siberian, or as 
Minns and Gdza Nagy hint, a specifically Altaic people. Final 
confitmaiion of (his belief will, however, depend on whether 
future excavations in the Altai produce materUl of the Scythian 
type older in date than anything found in the Kuban and 
southern Russia. So far. this has not been the case. 

There is thus as much divergence of opinion regarding the 
original area of habitation of the Scythians as there is ovet thdr 
racial origin. Yet if an Alcaic or wesC/Siberian attribution 
proves acceptable with regard to the ethnic problem, then the 
tribes’ subsequent migrations from that area become more 
readily understandable. This view has. moreover, the additional 
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advantage of not running counter to the stacemerus which occur 
in ancient Persian documents. According to these sources, 
many of which axe contemporary with the events they describe, 
the Scythians made a sudden appearance, advancing from the 
north-west acrou the Caucasus. This belief was shared by 
Creek. Jewish and Armenian writers, and it represents the 
considered opinion of the ancient world. 

It likewise tallies with the march of certain well authenticated 
events in Chinese history as related in the annals of the Chu 
dynasty. These concern the wild Hiung-nu tribesmen, the 
forerunners, as it is thought, of those very Huns who were later 
to devastate so much of Europe, and who. alieady at this early 
date, were harassing the peaceful agriculturalists of China's 
western frontier lands. By the ninth century fi.e. they were 
causing such extensive damage that the emperor Suan (Say- 
ySx B.c.) (elc obliged to take military action against them. His 
punitive expedition succeeded in pushing the Hiung-nu well 
to the west of China's borders. A purely defensive measure, it 
was destined to have unexpectedly widespread repercussions in 
areas many hundreds of miles to the west of the battlefield, for 
the retreating Hiung-nu inevitably dislodged their western 
neighbours from their traditional camping grounds. These in 
(heir turn cannoned into the next tribe, which duly lashed out 
against the tribe living on its western flank, so that the entire 
suppe was soon in motion, each tribe attacking its western 
neighbour in an effort to secure new pastures. Yet it is signifv 
cant that the unrest corresponds to the severe drought assigned 
by Ellsworth Huntington to about the year Soo b.c.' and this 
may well have served as a contributory factor in the westward 
migratory movement. 

At any rate the Massagaue, who lived to the north of the 
Oxus, eventually became involved in the sttu^le for pastoral 
lands, and they in their turn assaulted the Scythians, who 
attacked the eastern Cimmerians. In the batde which ensued 
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between the laner combauius, the Scythians, who were 
mounted on horses, proved superior to the Cimmerians, who 
fought on foot. The Cimmerians found themselves pushed 
back towards the Daiiel pass and were forced to retreat through 
it. This led them to the kingdom of Van and Uranu, a rival 
and enemy of Assyria. The Scythians on their part continued 
CO press forward, one detachment crossing either the Jaxartes or 
the Volga, passing thence into southern Russia, where it found 
and conquered the main body of Cimmerians, whilst another 
group, turning aside from ^e Pariel Pass, headed for the 
Derbend Defile, emerging from it on the shotes of Lake Urmia. 
Assyrian documents place their appearance there in the time of 
King Sa^n (722*70$ fix.)* a date which closely corresponds 
with that of the establishment of the first group of Scythiaiu in 
southern Russia. This date can therefore be considered as 
marking the final stage in the westerly migration of Asiatic 
tribes which had beeu set in motion by the emperor Suan's 
punitive measures against the Hiung*nu. In Armenia, (he 
ruined walls of some ancient fores still hold the Scythians’ 
trefoil axro w.'hcads embedded in their mortar as testi mony of the 
bitter fighdng. 

Funher Scythian advances into Asia must be regarded as 
purely military vemurea, for the Scythians could have settled on 
lake Urmia had they wished to do so. However, exhilarated 
by their success, they continued steadily to press the Cinv 
merians back towards Asia and another thirty years brought 
the combatants to the borders of Assyria. The Scythians then 
allied themselves with King Esarhadon in his £ght against the 
Medes, but, aided by some renegade Cimmerians, they theov 
selves concentrated against their original enemy, puslut^ the 
main body of Cimmerians back across Asia i^nor till, by 
6 }^ fi.e., they had broken their opponeut. The fleeing Cim* 
merians reueated over Phr^ian territory belonging to King 
Midas. This they utterly destroyed, then they overran Lydia and 
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ticked th« Greek coastal cidcs. After that they disappear from 
sight. 

Meanwhile, in the area roughly correspondi:^ co present-day 
Azerbaidzhan, the kingdom of Urartu had crumbled. The 
Scythians under their king Partatua and his son Madyes, 
firmly established themselves in northern Persia, occupying 
Urartu iaelf, where they set up their capital at Sakiz, and 
controlling other territory as far west as the Halys. Their might 
seemed very great at that dme, and in 6 i 6 B.c. their aid enabled 
the Assyrians to break the Median siege of Nineveh. Intoxi¬ 
cated by their success, the Scythians pressed on, sweeping 
across Syria and Judza til! they reached Philistara in Egypt 
{6ii 6.C.), where any further advance was bought off by IGng 
Psammedchus. In the meantime, however, the Medes had 
allied themselves wids the Babylonians. Their joint armies 
advanced against the Assyrians and this time thde united 
forces succeeded in destroying this once mighty empire. The 
Medes then promptly assumed power, making it their first task 
to evict the Scythians from their land, and not resung dll they 
had pushed the nomads steadily back across Asia to the point 
from which they had started their invasion of Persia. As the 
price of their clemency, they wisely insisted that some of the 
tribal horsemen should be left to setde in the province of 
Luristan, there co (rain and establish cavalry units for the 
Median army. 

The Scythians had ruled a large pordon of western Asia for 
twenty-eight years. They were now back in Urartu. It was 
perhaps at this date that some turned eastward again, co occupy 
the tract of Steppe lying between the Caspian and the Sea of 
Aral, blending there with their Dahal kinsmen co form the 
ethnic group from which the Parthians were to spring some 
three hundred yeats later. Others may have pushed on as fax as 
India, thus accountir^ for the Scythian admixture in the 
Scytho-Dravidians, wliilst others remained in Armenia. The 
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majority, however, made for the western steppe, where they 
found ^eir kinsmen prosperously and iumly esublishcd on the 
fertile lands of southern Russia. 

In the following cenrury it fell to the western Scyihs to bt^ 
come involved in a major war. Their attacker was no less a 
general than the mighty Daxius. He had determined to conquer 
and utterly destroy Greece, and as a first seep he set out to cut 
her vital supplies, particularly her timber imports from the 
Balkans and her consignments of grain from Scythia. With 
this end in view, in either the year 5 id or s.c., he launched 
a campaign in Europe, crossing the Bosphorus over a bridge 
which had been specially built for him by the ingenious Greek 
engineer, Mandrocles of Samos. The next stage carried him 
across Thrace to (he Danube. This too he crossed by means of a 
bridge of boats thrown across the river a little below the present/ 
day Galatz. Leaving a detachment of lonians with instructions 
to guard it for sixty days pending his return, failing which they 
were to retire across it, destroying it behind them, he proceeded 
to seek out the Scythians. But at the first alert the nomads 
realized that they could not sund up unaided against Darius in 
open battle. They appealed to neighbouring tribes for help, 
attempting to persuade them into an alliance by a^uing that 
safety lay in numbers, for whereas Darius could destroy them 
all singly, he would find it difficult to conquer them if they 
united. But the northerners remained unmoved by such per/ 
suasion, preferring to hope for a reprieve than to court battle 
gainst SO skilled a generaL Obliged therefore to rely on their 
own resources, the Scythians decided to seek safHy in a scorched 
earth policy. According to custom, they divided their army 
into three groups, each commanded respectively by one of the 
three Royal Sc^s. Idanthynus, Scoparis and Taxads. They 
agreed that whichever of the three was pursued by Darius 
would retreat into the interior, breaking up the wells and 
denuding the land of food and fodder. 



Thi Eack^mni 

Diriuj cook the offensive by cros&ir^ che Don and marching 
cowards che Vo^a. The Scychs scea«iily retreated before him. 

The sixty days which the Persian had set his Ionian guards as a 
time limit for defending che bridge across the Danube were fast 
slipping away, his men were wearying of che proBdess chase, 
his animals were running short of fodder, yet che Scychs con/ 
dnued co retreat ever farther eastward. Their unwillingness lo 
give battle exasperated Darius. He determined to force the 
issue and he challenged Idanihyrsus in the following words: 

"Thou strange man,” shouted his messenger, "why dose thou 
keep on Hying before me, when there are two dtings chou 
mi^tesc do so easily I IT thou deemest thyself able co resist 
my arms, cease thy wanderings and come, let us eng^e in 
battle. Or If thou art corucious that my strength is greater than 
thine—even so thou shouldest cease to run away—chou hast 
but to bring thy lord earth and water, and to come at once to a 
confoence.” But the Scythian king proudly replied: "This is 
my way, Persian. I never fear men or Hy from them. I have not 
done so in the past, nor do I Hy from thee. There is nothing 
new or strange in what I do; I only follow my common mode 
of life in peaceful years. How I will tell thee why I do not at 
once join battle with thee. We Scythians have neither (owns 
nor cultivated lands, which might induce us, through fear of 
their being taken or ravaged, co be in any hurry to fight you. 
however, you must needs come to blows with us speedily, look 
you now, there are our fathers' tombs-^eeck them out and 
attempt to meddle with them—then ye shall see whether or no 
we will fight with you. Till ye do this, be sure we shall cot join 
battle unless it pleases us. This is my answer to the challenge to 
%ht.”? 

Disheartened, realizing that further pursuit was useless, Darius 
decided to withdraw. The Scythians harassed his retreacicg 
men, but che Persian succeeded in gening his troops back to 
the bridge and across the Danube co saf^. The expedition was 
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ac an end. Darius had escaped dUaater, but he never again 
ventured into northern Europe. 

The infuriated Scythians were left longing for revenge. 
Arinagorus had now become thdr leader. Assembling his 
forces he advanced on Abydos and appealed to King Cleo^ 
menes I of Spaxu to tnarch against the Persians from Ephesus 
whilst he advanced against them from Phasis, but Darius 
succeeded in burning Abydos and Cleomenes refused to 
become involved in the 6ghti:^. Aeiit^rus had perforce to 
abandon his plan. After plundering Thrace in 49$ b.C.. he 
advanced instead on Chersonesus, putting its tyrant Miltiades 
to Eight, and then withdrew to his own lands, where his men 
resumed chdi peaceful occupations and petty, inter^tribal 
skirmishes. 

In the following century the Royal Scyths became conscious 
ofa new tribe, the Sarmatian, which had appealed on the eastern 
frmge of their territory and had begun to encroach upon their 
lands. The Saimatians were a tribe of very similar origin to the 
Scythians. Both shared the same language and an almost 
identical way of life, but Sarmatian maidens rode, hunted and 
fought with their men/fblk, whereas Scythian women lived a 
life of complete retirement and seclusion, taking no part in the 
activities of the men. Indeed, no Sarmatian girl could wed 
until she had killed a foe m battle, and it was perhaps because 
of this that the Scythians spoke of these girls as **the lords of 
men*’. Yet once they had killed their man, the women were 
given in marriage and had thenceforth entirely to devote theov 
selves to domestic occupations. 

Although (he Greeks associated their stories of the Amazons 
with the Scythians, it is far more probable that they in fact 
teferted to the Sarmauans. In this connection the chance 
discovery in ipzt by a group of ^icultural worken of a grave 
at Zemo^Avchala, eight miles or so from Tiflis, belonging to a 
womao/waniot is of considerable interest. The woman had 
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been buried in a crouching position and her weapons were put 
close beside her. Mo comparable graves of a Scythian character 
have as yet been found in Russia, and Mikora^e»^^ who pub^ 

!i$hed the burial, is almost certainly correct in dating it to 
the third century b.c. Although he did not attribute it to any 
particular tribe, it is more than probable that this unusual comb 
was chat of a Sarmatian Amazon, She may well have died In 
the struggle against the Scythians. 

By 346 B.c.. the a^ressiveness of the Sarmatians had carried 
them across the Don, and it may have been the wish to Snd 
safa lands which induced the Scythian king Aertes to lead his 
men across the Danube and annex those areas of the Dobrudja 
that classical writers came to refer to as * Lesser Scythia*. By the 
year 334 s.c. the Scythians had advanced to a point a little to 
the west of modern Balchik, thereby drawing upon themselves 
the irritation of Philip II of Macedon. Fearing their further 
infiltration, Philip met them in battle at a point close to the 
Danube and succeeded in killing Aertes, who was over ninety 
yean old at the time. The Scythians had to agree to peace terms, 
but they cannot fully have adhered to them, for within three 
years Alexander the Great in his turn felt forced to send a 
punitive expedition against them. Setting out himself for the 
main theatre of war in Asia, he dispatched his Thracian 
governor, Zepyrion, to deal with the Scythians, but the un/ 
fortunate man proved unequal to the task. His troops were 
routed, he himself was killed in the batde and the Scythians 
established tribuce/'paying outposts in the Balkans before 
returning to their own kingdom in southern Russia. They 
would have preferred to have stayed on to continue the fight 
against the Macedonians, and had even appealed to Olbia for 
help in doing so, but this was refused them. Reallzir^ their 
weakness, they decided to let the Hghting peter out. 

Nevertheless, the Scythians soon rallied again. Their kir^ 

Scylurus established his capital at Neapolis in about the year 
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iio B.c. and struck his own coins ar Olbia. Nocwkhscandit^ 
the serious menace which the Sarmatians now presented, he 
could not resist anacking Chersonesus, even chough it was the 
capital oTMichcidaces Eupacor of the Ponius. Miihridatcs, who 
was to remain master of the whole of Asia Minor until the year 
9 $ B.C., had iicde difficulty in repulsing the Scythiar^s, but 
before arty truly decisive cesuks had been reached in the fighting 
he found chat he had become so deeply involved in his sfmul> 
taneous contest against Rome that he sought a Scythian 
alliance. To propitiate Scylurus he dispatched rwo of his 
daughters to him as brides, but before the unfortunate girls were 
able to teach their destination, they were captured by the 
Romans, and the help which the Scythians afterwards gave to 
Mithridates was but incettnictent and s%hc. Indeed, they were 
now in no position to do much more, for the Sarmadans, like 
the Scythians themselves some seven hundred years earlier, 
were relentlessly pushing westward across the Eurasian steppe. 
Also like the Scythians b^ce them, the Saimadan waniors 
were to achieve complete success in their advance by reason of 
their new equipment, for whereas the Scythians had conquered 
because of Ae advantages which they derived from their ability 
to ride the horse, the Sarmadans did so by inventing the metal 
stirrup, which in its tutn facilitated the establishment of heavy 
cavalry units in the army. The Scythians were beaten by the 
more modem force. Pockets of them littered on here and there 
undl the second century a.d., when the majority were wiped 
out by the Goths, the next wave of people to advance across 
southern Europe. Ocher gtoups of Scythians were no doubt so 
completely assimilated by the local inhabitants that they left 
behind them only a few traces of the scrat^c blend of turbulence 
and spleruioux which had charactedzed their lives. 

In their heyday the Scythians were a prosperous people, 
obtaining much of their wealth from trade, more especially 
from trade with Greece, for even in those far distant days 
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Hell«L5 was already unable to feed her mainland population 
without importing basic necessities from far a€eld. Scythia 
served as one of Greece's granaries, and in southern Russia the 
corn grown by the settlers was tramcniited by the nomadic 
overlords to the Greek colonists of the Pomus, who in their 
turn acted as middlemen in selling it to Gfcccc. The Scythians 
in the Kuban, on the other hand, traded direct with the masters 
of vessels coming to their ports from Ionia. In addition, the 
Scychs as a whole supplied the Pontic Creeks with valuable 
consignments of salt, sturgeon and tunny^fish, with honey, 
meat and milk, hides and furs, and not least imporum. with 
slaves. The latter, (hough described by the Greeks as *Scy/ 
thians*, were probably conquered enemies or local agri^ 
culturalists rather than nomad freemen. In return for this 
merchandise the Scythians received Creek jewellery, metals 
work and pottery of the finest quality. 

In Europe each of the ouin groups of Scythians seems to 
have had a special period of magnificence. The Kuban group 
was one of the first to be able to indulge its love of opulence and 
pomp to the full. Its burials, the finest of which are to be 
dated between the early seventh and late sixth century fi.C., 
contain magnificent objects in gold, many of them examples 
of the finest workmanship, and in this region the horses killed 
at the death of a sii^e chief often ran into hundreds. Although 
the Scythians of this area followed a patriarchal rule, electii^ 
their chief as was doubdess done at Pazirik, many of the tombs 
are so rich that it is probable chat a ^ number of the mote 
prosperous families were almost as wealthy as their chieftains. 

In southern Russia the political structure was slighdy 
different. There, the Scythians considered themselves autO" 
chthonous, believing chat they were descended from patriarch 
Targitaus, the son of the God of Heaven and the half woman, 
halPserpeni daughter of the river Dniepr. According to the 
Scythian account, recorded by Herodotus, a golden plough, a 
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yoke, a battlevaxe and a cup—all four of which denoted 
sovereignty over husbandmen and wanlors alike—fell from 
heaven. The sons of Targitaus advanced to pick up these 
objects, but as the rwo eldest approached, Hames sprang up 
driving them back. When the youngest son came forward the 
flames died down, so he cook the emblems and became king of 
the royal tribe of Phalata and the nation of Scolot. This son, 
Colaxis by name, later divided his kingdom between his own 
three sons, and the system of dividing che kingdom's flghdi^ 
forces into three groups persisted for many centuries, just as the 
core of (he kingdom condnued to centre round the region 
strctchit^ from the lower Dniepr co the river Tokmak, a 
tributary of the Molochnaya. 

The l^end is, of course, liede more than a variant of the 
Iranian version of the halo of majesty which could fall only to a 
pious kii^. The Scythians also believed that Targitaus had lived 
a thousand y^rs prior to 513 b.g., that is to say many centuries 
before the Scythians themselves reached the Dniepr. Owing to 
the legend, they concentrated the royal tombs within the ttnu 
lory they associated with Targitaus and continued tacidy to 
recognize the hereditary succession of their leaders, for in their 
case the ruler was more of a king than a chieftain. This naturally 
led CO the growth of an aristocracy within the area, and it also 
resulred in an increase in the personal wealth of the royal and 
princely families. This wealth is observable in the graves of che 
area, for the royal combs are the richest of all the Scythian 
burials, containing more gold and other precious materials chan 
have been found anywhere else in the Eurasian steppe. 

The Royal Scyths were relatively few in number, but they 
were such eflscienc rulers and such fearless fighters that they had 
no difficulty in governing a large cerritory and controlling with 
ease a population consisci:^ of their own husbandmen and the 
ind^enous agricultoralists whom they had feund established 
in the region, and who gready oucnumbeced them. Regardless 
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of the disparity in numbcrs» by tbe sixth ccmuiy B.C., and 
possibly even as much as a hundred yean eaillet, the Royal 
Scyths were already Brmly established in the area bounded by 
the Don and the Dmepr» and virtually controlled the steppe as 
far west as the Bug and the productive lands in the neighbour'' 
hood of Poltava. In these lands they ruled as despots. A man 
over whom the sovereign had pronounced the death penalty 
died together with all his male relatives* it being the law that 
none should survive who might imtitute a blood feud. Yet if a 
king displeased his bod^ard* they likewise did not hesitate to 
put him CO death. King Scyles, himself the son of a Greek 
woman, thus paid for his philhellene sympathies with his life, 
for his admiration for Greek culture led him to pamcipate in 
the Dionysian celebrations being held in one of the Pontic 
cities of the region. His bodyguard were bitterly angaed by an 
act which they regarded as a defection. They broke into the 
town and murdered the unfortunate king as he left the temple. 

Yet many Scythian aristocrats persisted in finding delight in 
Greek culture and in admiring the finest Greek works of art 
Some amongst them were fascinated by Greek thought and 
religion* others were charmed by the beauty of Greek urban 
architecture, members of the royal house being often the ones 
who were most attracted by the Greek way of living. King 
Scyles was among the first of the nomads to ac<]uite a house. 

He chose it in Olbia and adorned its facade with spectacular 
figures of the sphiruees and grifBns which the Scythians held 
in particular affection. The rank and file* however* remained 
obstinately conservadve and nacionalist* and although the Royal 
Scyihs were the recognized protectors of many of the Pontic 
cities* yet* whether they wished it or not* the kings continued 
to live in camps in the traditional way, residing there surcoucided 
by theii princes and cavalrymen, theii caule and huntsmen. 

The Scythian aristoaacy was accepted as readily by the local* 
indigenous settlers of the area as by the pastoral and ^ricultural 
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Scythians. Officials and minor chiefs lived in much the same 
manner as the king and chlefiains, though on a smaller scale. 
For administzauve purposes Koyal Scythia or Scythia proper 
was divided into four districts, each of which was controlled by 
a governor holding his appointment from the king. Amorist 
other duties, it fell to the govemon to collect the presaibed 
tributes from the agriculturalists of their district as well as from 
certain Pontic cities which, like Oibia, were liable for tribute. 
They had too to attend a yearly gathering of the waniors, when 
those who had killed their first enemy drank the victim’s blood 
in the presence of the governor and a crowd of envious and 
I vj^ admiring spectators. The Scythians actually believed that only 
- JLI^ in this way could they incorporate the dead enemy’s valour 
^ with their own. The governors were provided with troops 
^ho were paid in kind, in cootrasi to the bodyguard of a 
KMtizhipiiriows, chieftain. The lattec were freemen chosen from among the 
Kuhtn, sheumi tve tribesmen, and though they were not paid soldiers, they were 
SeythiM enrided to a share of the day’s loot, but after batde each warrior 
of n ^ show his chid* die severed head of an enemy for only 
enemy IV^llle entitled to his share. In time of war, die forces 

E.C. Length, elout drawn from the three sections into which the country was then 
7i divided were split into companies, each of which had its own 
commander. Once a year the companies assembled with theit 
officeR to feast with their king. Any man who had either killed 
an enemy in the sight of his king or who had won a lawsuit in 
the king’s heating was entitled to preserve the skull of his dead 
foe. According to Herodotus, the Scythians often scalped their 
enemies, sometimes making a napkin of the skin and invalid 
ably turning the skulls into mugs, mountii^ them in gold or 
some othei precious material and wearing them suspended 
from their belts. They used them for drinking blood brother^ 
hood vows‘> or for sealing an oath, pledging themselves in 
a mixture of wine and blood in which they had first dipped the 
tips of their swords. 
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Herodotus refers to a group of rebd Scyihs who had broken 
rvzy from the main dan and m^raced to the oonh/wesi of 
Lake BaLkash* scnliug in an area which he called Saez. It 
seems probable chat pockeo of ocher equally mdependefldy<' 
minded Scyths existed elsewhere is the steppe, and it tnay even 
have been dissenters similar to these who penecnced to Prussia* 
thus accounting for burials ofwhai appear to be single warnois 
such as that of Vettecsfeld. Although the majority of the 
Scythian secdemcncs in the Balkans should perhaps be regarded 
as outposts which had been incentionaUy established by the Royal 
Scyths, rather than as single penetrations similar to that of 
Vettersfeld, some of the earher Scythian bimal grounds lying 
on Hungarian soil seem, on the other hand, to be associated 
with adventurous groups restlessly pushing ever farther towards 
the west. The position is somewhat differeni with regard to the 
later burials which survive in Romania and Bulgaria, for 
these may have belonged to small groups of Scythians who had 
abandoned their south Russian pastures in an cSoa to escape 
from the Sarmatians relentlessly advancing from the east. All 
these fat/Hung groups adhered to (be customs and beliefs of 
their forebears and preserved much of (be original purity of 
(heir very personal artisdc traditions. 
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Chapter II 


The People 

At first glance 1 tribesman's life is very apt to charm 
./xan onlooker by its apparent freedom from care and re^ 
sponsibility. This Is, however, do more than a superiicial im^ 
pression, resulting largdy from the nomad's happy^g^lucky 
disposition, which is itself the fbrtunaie result cC his strictly 
Umiced requirements. On reflection, is very soon becomes 
apparent chat nomads have co follow a discipline no less 
ous than that which regulates the lives of sedentary com*' 
munities, even thou^ it is a discipline of Its own. 

A nomad's prosperity, if not his very survival, hinges on his 
ability co meet his needs, and the well/beli^ of the tribe as a 
whole, and in consequence Its efficiency and vitality, rests upon 
the ease with which they are satisfied. This in rum depends to a 
very great extern upon the organizing ability and foresight of 
the tribal chiefwn, and also on the tidiness with which iudi^ 
vldual tribesmen respond to his orders. A successful leader is a 
man of considerable acumen, one able to handle men and plan 
ahead, one who is at the same time an opporruoisc and deft at 
comity to a quick decision. A communiry which spends its 
life in the open, virtually unprotected from the fiacest vids^ 
sirudes of the weather and evs at the tnacy of the many hazards 
that lurk in wild, uninhabited country has but itself and its 
chief to rely on, and anyone vfho has watched such a group of 
people on the move, be it the Bedouins d^the Arab world, the 
Turki tribes of ceatcal Asia m the nomads who roamed pre/ 
revolutionary Russia, has quickly come co realize that chete is no 
room for the improvidcot and irresponsible in such conditions. 

Even a picnic requires forethought if it is to prove a success. A 
migtarion demands an infinitel y greater effort &om all con*' 
corned in it, for adapubility and co^dinarioo are both equally 
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necessary if the daily move is io get under way efficiently and 
swiftly, ensuring the smooth and even tenure of a form of life 
which follows a pattern as complex as that of any setded society. 

Most nomads are cacde breeders and rely on their herds for 
their food and clothing. Good pasture bnd is thus their fust 
need, the very prerequisite of their lives, and the tribe as a whole 
is therefore always ready to comet its hold ou such land and if 
necessary to defend it. In normal times pastures are not seized 
haphazard in a seasonal scramble, nor obtained in an annual 
free light, but by tradition they are associated with particuiai 
tribes, rhe boundaries of the territories beii^ as clearly estab^ 
Ushed and their ownership as precisely known as are those of 
arable fields amongst agticultu^ communities. In consequence 
a tribe often spends years in the same district, moving with the 
seasons from the same winter pastures to the same summer 
grasslands as their Others have done for generations previously. 
Then an unforeseen change, some climatic disaster, such as soil 
erosion or desiccation, or an act of aversion by a neighbour, 
deprives the tribe of its customary territory. In the ensuing 
struggle for survival, the dispossessed and often hungry group 
moves of^ sometimes to find new and unclaimed land, but 
mote o^en to wrest it from another, preferably weaker tribe. 

The seasonal migrations of the Eurasian tribes were dictated 
by the need for grass, for in summer the parched vegetation of 
the plain in the Aaiaiic sector of the steppe drove the tribes up 
into the lower mountain slopes, which had been rendered 
fotile by a heavier rainfall. However, in the autumn, the sharp 
cold withered the v^etatiou of the h^her altitudes, and the 
tribes returned once more to the plain, which was by then ^ain 
covered in greenery. In southern Russia, the general flatness of 
the steppe, the absence of harsh extremes of temperature and the 
smallness of the population enabled the nomads to establish 
camps for long periods on end, but in the extremes of winter 
and summer many of the tribesmen were inclined to move to 
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che rivet beds where water was within immediate reach. The 
comparative earineis of life in the European sector proved 
inesistibly attractive to the Asiatic nomads, who were all too 
often tempted to uespass in the more dement southern and 
western ponions of the steppe. Theit eruptions were itequently 
no more than rapid raids into neighbouring ground, but some^ 
denes a stronger tribe would intrude with the intendon of gain. , 
ing a foothold in the more produedve zone, aod it often 
succeeded in displacing a weaker community. If the operation 
resulted in victory for the aggresses, most of the vanquished 
were generally killed^ the few to escape death becoming slaves. 
Besides servii^ tbeir conquerors, the survivors were also 
expected to adopt theit mastos* customs and belief but the 
dispossessed often cootrived to ding to their own tiadidons 
with such cenadey that, eventually, certain features from ihrii 
own culruie survived to blend with those i^the conquerors. As 
a result, the combined outlook gradually came to be shared by 
the descendents oTboth undl they were is their turn destroyed 
oc assimilated by a new stream of invaders. It is in part because 
of this that it is so very difficult to define the exact tadal links 
which existed among the tribes of the Eurasian plain, or even 
CO distinguish the contribution made by each of them in form/' 
ic^ the aoimal art which is associated with the Scythians. 

Duriog most of the first millenoium B.c. existence within the 
steppe was in the main tranquil, for the migratory movement 
which brought the Scythians to southon Russia evolved so 
slowly that the lives of the tribesmen underwent only a very 
gradual chaise. The mixed economy which they had estab/* 
lished as the basis of tbeir life depended upon a certain d^rce 
of stability and, throughout the seveorh and ri^ih centuries, the 
major wars in which the Scythians were concerned affixted the 
warriors Eom only a section of the people. Most of the tribes^ 
men who had se^ed in the Kuban and in southern Russia 
continued to live the life of a pastoral people, with many of the 


S9 



The Siythhns 


men mainly occupied in caring for (heir flocks, jn pursuing 
their favourice occupations of hunting, fowling and fishing and 
in maintaining trade with the Pondc Greeks. 

The Scythians were polygamists, the sons often inheriung 
their father's wives, though at any rate one of these had generally 
to die at her husband's death that she mi^c accompany him to 
the next world. In contrast to what has been obs^ed in 
the Scythian burials, at Pazirik the women who died with 
their husbands often shared their coflins. This could be taken 
as an indication chat the men there were monogamous or that 
the woman was a wife rather than a concubine.' The ancient 
Greeks* impression that Scythia was a matriarchy is not sup^ 
potted by archeological evidence; the idea was probably 
derived from the legends connecting the Amazons with Scythia. 
In fact, however, all existing material tends to show that 
although Scythian women were even more colourfully dressed 
than the men, they were nevertheless held in subservience, 
forced to travel in wa^ns with their children instead of riding 
beside their husband, obliged to devote themselves wholly to 
domestic pursuits and in some cases compelled to die with dieir 
consort Nor were any emblems of authority placed beside 
them in their burial chambers. 

The w^^ns in which the women and children travelled 
had from four to six wheels. They were covered with felc roofs 
and the space inside was divided into two or three compart/ 
ments or cubicles. Little clay models of these prototypes of the 
modern caravan have been found in some of the Scythian 
burials, one of the most interesting comity from near the Ulski 
barrow in the Kuban.* Strai^Iy similar terra/cocu models of 
the same type have been found in the Pontus and in Cappa/ 
docia. Rostovtzeff ascribes the resemblance i to a community of 
race rather than to the influence of trade. The likeness is very 
surprising, for it is no less difficult to see how the Scythian 
examples could have been influenced by peoples living on the 
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far shore of the Euxine (han it is to account for the spontaneous 
development of the form along wcll/nigh identical lines, Yet so 
liiile is known about these remote days that some unrecorded 
migration may well have been responsible for the resemblance. 

At this distance of time it is impossible to determine whether 
the covered waggons served the Scythians as permanent homes 
to which the metj—who invariably moved about on horseback 
—returned ac nightfall, as to a house; or whether the super/ 
sttuccures could be lifted off and erected in the camp much as a 
tent would be; or again, whether the Scythians habitually used 
tents, living in the covered waggons only whilst on the move. 
The decoration of the burial chambers at Paairik tends to 
confirm this lasc suggestion, for it was clearly designed to 
transform the tomb into a tent. However, this conclusion need 
not necessarily hold good for the Scythians who were 
established in (he European steppe, though they might well at 
one time have shared the simpler customs of the Altaians. But 
of one thing we can be sure: whatever their dwelling, whether 
waggon or tent, it is certain to have been comfortable and 
colourful. Furnislungs discovered at Pazirik, corroborated by 
evidence from the Royal Scythian tombs and confirmed by 
discoveries in Bactria and at Hoin Ula in northern Mongolia, 
show that the tribesmen possessed both felt/ and wool/pile 
carpets. The painted decorations of some of the Crimean burial 
chambers and fragments found in situ at Pazirik show the use 
to which they put them. In addition to carpets, fabrics were 
widely used as tapestries and also, as at Pazirik, ai hangings of 
religious import. From Pazirik too wc learn chat felt hangings 
decorated with elaborate appliqu^ designs were in general use, 
at any rate in the Altai. 

Although the Royal Scychs favoured hereditary succession to 
the chieftainship, the kindred tribes seem to have prefened to 
elect their leaders. At Pazirik the exceptional tallness of the 
dead chieftains may be uken as an indication that the tribesmen 
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considered physical no less chan intellectual pre^emmence a 
necessary qualification for the ofHce. In the Kuban, as in the 
rest of the European section of the steppe, there is no evidence to 
show the way in which the chieftainship was obtained, but it 
is probable that, as in many ocher nomadic communities, 
valour carried some weight in the choice, riches fbllowir^ upon 
the high office rather than beu^ the means to obtain it. This 
would help Co explain the scene which is frequendy represented 
in Scythian an, occurring in objects found in the Taman 
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peninsula, at Kul Oba, Voronezh and in numerous other 
burials, where the Great Goddess, whom the Scythians wor^ 
shipped with particular f^our, is often shown se^ed on a 
throne whilst a nomad chief stands before her either to receive 
her approbation to his election or else to be invested by her with 
additional powen likely to prove helpful to him in his high 
office. The most impressive tendering of this scene of iniiiadon 
Place 30 or anointment appears on a felt hanging found in Mound 5 at 

Pazirik. There the Great Goddess is riiown seated in majesty 
on a throne with a standard or sceptre set at her ride, whilst a 
mounted warrior faces her with all the self/assurance of an 
elect being. 

Everyday life was comparatively luxurious for the freeborn 
Scythian. The country as a whole abounded in fish and game, 
and in normal times the tribesmen were never short of food. 
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Thar Staple diet consisted of kumis, a form of fermented mare's 
milk which is soil popular in the Caucasus and Mongolia, a 
good deal of cheese, and at times vegetables such as onions, 
garlic and beans. They could supplement this fate at will with 
tunny and sturgeon, and with every sort of game, as well as 
with hors&'meat, lamb and goat. They often cooked their meat 
as a stew in a great cauldron of a shape peculiarly their own, 
but sometimes they turned it into a sort of h^gis, which could 
presumably be transported. Like most tribesmen, the Scythians 
enjoyed good living. Hippocrates wrote that they were fat, Ia2y 
and humorous, and they would make the most of the passing 
hour, drinklt^ wine, pledging brotherhood from a sii^e 
vessel or lovii^ cup, and indulging in sxi^r^ and dancing to 
the accompaniment of drums and stringed instruments re/ 
sembling luces. 
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The Sqthians were also very fond of gay trimmings to ihdr 
clothes. They could produce appliqu^ wotk of such delicacy 
and elaboradon that it resembled the most accomplished em/ 
broidery. They made splendid but essentially practical garmenu 
for themselves, often using fur and leather. Indeed, their skins 
and hides were cured with such skill that they found pur^ 
chasers far a£eld. The most lucrative fur markets were situated 
in Assyria, Bactrla and Greece, in contrast co the meat, grain 
and slave markets which lay close at hand, for the most part in 
the Pontic region. 

The skin and leather found at Pazirik is of the Hnesi quality, 
varying in texture from very thick, heavy leather, through many 
gradations, to skins as Hne and flexible as many a present/day 
product. Various items of clothing were unearthed there, many 
of which were in excellent condition. No trousers were found 
with any of the outfits with which the dead were provided for 
use in the next world, but two tailored woollen tunics survived 
in good condition. Both were skilfully shaped at the waist and 
flared at the hips by means of triangular insertions. These tunics 
were worn like shirts beneath jackets or jerkins. Three of these 
jerkins were preserved at Pazliik. They all followed much the 
same pattern, being straighter and somewhat longer than the 
shirts, but equally well tailored and smartly finished off with 
neat stitching, and then covered with ornate and spirited 
applique designs. One jerkin was of leather lined with sable, 
another was of unlined leather and the third of felt; all bad 
straight hems, whereas the Scythian waniors represented on the 
carvii^ of the Hall of Xerxes at Persepolii are wearing gar** 
ments shaped very like the modern tail-coat, thus bearing a 
closer resemblance to the coats which Radlov found at Katanda 
than to those discovered at Pazjrik.4 

All the garmenu which were found at Pazirik astonish by 
the lavishness of their trimmings. In one instance profusely 
ornamented white stockings were mounted onto leather soles. 
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the undOTeaths of which were no less heavily worked than the 
uppers. OvecbooB were similarly adorned with an all-over 
pacceia obtained by the juxtaposition of iut snips dyed in 
various colours. Two male head-dresses at Pazirik were also 
embellished with trimmir^s. In one the decoration took the 
form of a curious, castellated ai&r made of wood which was 
sewn to the crown of the hood. It is tempting to regard this as a 
badge of office or rank, some sort of crown in fact. 

The women's clothes from Pazirik are even more ornate than 
the men’s. A great cloak was uneanhed there, cone-shaped and 
sleeveless, but with arm-holes cut in it. The garment was made 
of felt edged with fur, the whole of its surface practically 
covered in applique deigns of an extremely intricate character. 
The robe worn with it was long and close fitdng, with long 
straight sleeves and a tight-fitting bodice. Once again, both the 
sleeves and the front of the bodice were smothered in trimming. 
No women’s head-dresses were found at Pazirik, with the 
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exception of a lor^ veil and a wooden cap with a plait of hair 
attached to it, but there was a profusion of belts, bags and 
satchels, many of which were trimmed with fur whilst others 
were decorated with applied designs. Some had a cord to pull 
them shut, others a handle or Hap. 

No complete garment of any sort has so far been found in any 
Scythian burial from the European area to show the exact way 
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in which the nonuds dretsed, but several of the finest gold 
vessels discoveted in the richest tombs, though of Greek 
workmanship, are adorned with spirited scenes drawn from 
Scythian life. They are rendered with such obvious fidelity to 
detail that from the start they have been accepted by scholars as 
reliable period documents, which indicate the nature of the 
Scythians* dress and manners, as well as their physical appear^' 
ance. The recent discoveries at Paairik show how well justified 
these assumptions were as regards the general cut and trimming 
of the clothes reproduced on such objects as the famous silver 
vase from Voronezh and the electrum vessel from Kul Oba. 
In both cases the costumes are well-nigh identical with the 
actual garments preserved at Paziiik. The Voronezh and Kul 
Oba vessels dace from the fourth century B.C., the garments 
may perhaps be slightly earlier in date. 

On the Voronezh vase the main decoration shows a Scythian 
camp at rest, perhaps on the eve of batde. The scene unfolds as 
on a frieze, running round the bulge of the vessel. First we 
are shown the Scythian commanders assembled at a conference; 
next an experienced fighter advises a younger one on the use 
of his bow, and finally, warriors are shown preparing for the 
fray. In the Kul Oba vase the battle has been fought oc is sdli 
in progress, and we see a chief listenii^ to a messei^er, a 
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warrior cendii^ the leg of a hurt companion* and another 
dre$&ing a mouth wound. In each case (he cotnfbruble, close/ 
fitting, belted tunics cut somewhat longer at the back than in 
front are very clearly shown* as are the close/Htting trousers 
heavily trimmed and tucked into soft, high boots. On the heads 
peaked hoods are worn ded under the chin. The same type of 
headgear is still in use, at any rate among children, in parts of 
Russia today, where it is known as a bashlyk. All these features 
closely correspond with actual garments found at Pazirik as 
well as with the Persian representatfom of Scythians in the 
great frieze of tribute bearers and prisoners at Persepolis. In 
a figurine from fCul Oba a somewhat diAuent costume is 
reproduced, for there a bare/headed man is shown enveloped in 
a garment resembling a bath robe. He clutches a cup in one hand 
and a quiver in the other. Such robes may perhaps have been 
worn by those pardcipating in religious emmonies or by 
priests. 

Women seldom appear on metal-work of the Scythian period 
and we know much less about their everyday clothes. They 
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stem to hive worn lor^ robes ind head-dresses covered 
with a veil. The similarity between the inen*$ clothes represented 
on the Voronezh and Kul Oba vessels and the actual garments 
found in the graves at Paziiik, and the discovery in Mound 2 at 
Pazirik of fiagments of a woman's head veil seem to justify the 
view that Scythian women dressed in very much the same 
manner as did those of Pazirik. Rostovtzeff believed that 
Scythian queeui and priocesses acted as priestesses to the Great 
Goddess and that they adopted special costumes when per¬ 
forming their religious rites. Accor4it^ to him they also wore 
them in death, 5 but apart from the discovery in certain of the 
more splendid women's burials from southern Russia of 
Fi£. ^ costume plaques bearing representations of the Great Goddess, 

there is nothing to show what the vestments were like, not has 
anything been found at Pazirik chat could throw light on this 
point. Tbe most important examples of the Great Goddess 
plaques come from burials at Karagodenashkh and the Great 
Blisoitza or Twin barrows. 

In southern Russia and the Crimea some of the mounds have 
a rough and uncouth stone human figure set or their summits. 
The figures generally represeot women, though a man is some¬ 
times found among them, and cencuiies ago, the local inhabi¬ 
tants called them 'stone dames *—katnennrya haU. £arly travellers 
associated the statues with the people buried in the barrows 
beneath them, and some scholan aie on the whole now inclined 
to concur with this view. Yet the dresses shown on them in no 
way correspond with any of the garmencs found at Pazirik. 
Van le Coq^ noticed chat some had suspenders attached co 
their belts to hold up their soft high boots. The only other place 
in which he found similar suspenders was on the frescoes in tbe 
temples of early medieval date at Bazaldik in Turkestan, where 
they were worn by tall, red-haired, bluc-cycd people whose 
faces were pronouncedly European, thus giving support to the 
theory chat the Scythians were of Indo-European stock. The 
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sc&cues of the women show high hats somewhat similar in 
shape to those worn by Welsh women of the eighteenth cen> 
tury, but a txanspaienc veil covers them, thus fonher compli/ 
eating the issue, for the shape of the hats makes it di^HcuIt to 
feel that the statues are connected with the Scythians buried 
beneath them, but the veils seem to imply the reverse. 

It is very probable that the Scythians evolved the style of 
their upper garment from the Assyrian tunic, but they soon 
turned it into a garb admirably suited to their equestrian (brm 
of Iif& There was then nothing in their costume that was likely 
to hamper their movements or to hinder them even when at full 
gallop on the fietcesi steed. The closo'fitung, swathed tunic and 
firmly tied hood also ensured excellent protection in all weathers. 
A variant of this costume was worn by all the horsemen of the 
Eurasian plain. It was the very antithesis of the swirling 
draperies of Greece or Rome, but the advantages which it 
confened on mounted warriors were constantly being proved in 
battle. Yet the costume was never adopted by the Greeks and it 
was not until about 300 B.c. that the conservative Chinese 
were finally convinced of its benefits. At that date they were 
being harassed by the turbulent Hiung/nu, and they realized 
that without cavalry units it would be impossible 10 resist, still 
less to pursue and chastise the enemy. The decision to include 
mounted troops in the army could not be implemented without 
the inttoduction of reforms in military dress, for the traditional 
ilowing robes and tight shoes worn by the Chinese were com^ 
pletely unsuitable for the new generation of cavalrymen. In their 
place the Emperor initiated the introduction of a costume 
modelled on that of his nomad enemies, and the ba^y trousers 
and close-fitting tunics which survived as the national dress of 
China until the last war represented an oriental, yet clearly 
recognizable variant of Scythian dress. 

If the Scythians were not the first to domesticate the horse, 
they were among the eailiesu if not the first of the central Asian 
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people (0 luTD to ride ic. Both in China and in India, and 
poasibly also in Egypt, horses had been used in the second 
millennium as beasts of burden for cransponing loads, or for 
dragging carts mounted on solid wheels hewn out of stones or 
tree nunks; fighci:^ steeds had also been trained to pull light 
chariots in battle, and at the chase. But the Scythians* success 
in war was largely due to the advantage which their mounted 
soldiers enjoyed over their foot enemies, a superiority which the 
latter were quick to appreciate. In consequence, almosc im^ 
mediately following upon the Scythian penetration into Asia, 
the technique of riding was suddenly mastered throughout the 
entire Middle Eastern area. Indeed, the rapidity with which 
foot soldiers were turned into cavalrymen was so great and so 
universal that ii is quite possible that the horsemen who 
appeared in central Europe at much the same time had learnt 
to ride from their eastern neighbours. They, in their turn, crans^ 
tnitted the accomplishment to those livir^ farther to the west. 
The Scythians used their horses only for riding, whether in war.' 
&ie or for hunting, regarding them as a means oi rapid uans^ 
port, and they continued to employ 03 cen for domestic purposes 
and for heavy work. In the Altai on the other hand, horses were 
used to pull the covered wa g ons in which the women and 
children were transported from place ro place, as well as to drag 
the rough carts employed for such tasks as she transport of the 
heavy loads of great stones required for topping the burial 
mounds. 

All the Paairik combs contained horse burials, the number 
varying from seven in Mound 3 to fourteen in some of the others. 
The animals were those which had belor^ed to the dead lord 
in die course of his life and they included his outworn mounts, 
and chose he was using at the rime of his death, as well as some 
two> and thrcoyear^lds which he had probably selected for his 
future use .7 Although professor Vin* has established that the 
bulk of the ponies used at Pazirik w«e of wild Moi^olian 



stock of Przewalski descent> and thus similar to those in use 
throughout Scythia, each Fazirik buiial contained as well at 
least one thoroughbred of real quality, a horse of the much 
prized Ferghana breed. Stallions of this breed were coveted by 
the emperors of China, for they were so swift that the Chinese 
believed that they wece of supernatural descent. ^ Virt thinks 
that the Altaians must have obtained the stud animals by loot 
or as a form of tribute, but Rudenko is convinced that the 
horses found in the combs had been bred locally. They averaged 
fifteen hands in height, and the majority were bays or chestnuts. 
Viit is of the opinion that the hooves of horses of these colours 
stand up better to hard and rough ground than do those of paler 
coated animals. * ® The feet of some of the finest horses b cried at 
Pazirik showed that they had spent the winter under cover, and 
there was evidence that they had been fed on grain, though the 
rough Mongol ponies lying in the same graves had been short 
of food prior to their death. The more valuable horses had had 
their ears branded, and all of them were geldings. In Scythia 
too all the riding horses had been gelded, and indeed the custom 
survived among certain Cossack communities in the Caucasus 
and central Russia undl the revolution, where none but the 
very poorest would coiuent to be seen riding an ungeided hocse. 

At Pazirik every nomad had at least one horse and generally 
a good many more, and even the women were each provided 
in their tombs with a mourn, chough there is nothing to show 
the use they made of it during life. The cut of their dresses makes 
it seem unlikely that they had actually ridden. In Scythia most 
of the warriors owned a fair number of horses and the tribal 
chiefs generally possessed large herds of stallions and brood 
mares. The best herds were probably to be found in the Kuban 
and on the Dniepr, for the number of horses iruened in the 
mote important mounds in these regions often runs into 
hundreds. In the Poltava and Kiev districts on the other hand, 
it is race to find more chan one horse to a burial. The animals 
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may have been harder co come by there, or the popubtion may 
have been poorer, or again, the paucity of horses in a burial 
may be an indication chat the inhabiiaots had developed a 
more advanced form of agriculture chan chat which was 
practised in the south, and that they preferred co spend a 
monotonous existence in wattle houses rather than continue co 
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live the exciting but precarious life of pastoral nomada. In the 
Scythian burials which have been examined in Hungary it is 
rare to find more than two horses lyir^ in a comb, and one 
horse is tnore usual. 

All the riding horses which were found at Pazirik had had 
their manes trimmed, and the same practice must have been 



followed in Scythia, for the manes are trimmed on the riding 

horses represented on Scythian metal>wotk. The manes were 

probably cut in order that they should not interfere with the 

aim of a rider loosing his arrow at full gallop, for the carc«'hocses 

which appear on the mctal^work all have long, freo'flowing 

manes. Most of the horses had their tails plaited, but sometimes 

they were knotted at halPlengih instead. A lively and convince 

ing picture of Scythians at work on their horses survives for us 

in the vivid decorations on a magnificent electium kumis jug Fip. i^, 14 

from the Chertomlyk barrow. It is well over two feet high and 

has two handles. It belongs to the fourth century B.c. and must 

have been made by a Creek from one of the neighbouring 

Hellenic cities. The jug's base is decorated with a pattern of 

acanthus leaves; above it, a friez&'like band unfolds to show 
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two young and rwo somewhat older Scythians catching ponies 
of the Moi^olian type with a lasso. Some of the horses have 
their manes trimmed and are probably animals which had been 
turned out to grass afcei a period of service; the others have long 
manes and are obviously still unbroken, for they plunge wildly 
at the touch of the lasso. The scene is redolent of the steppe, it 
could have found its parallel in any Cossack community of 
prerevolutionary days. 

The Scythians owed much of their prowess in hunting and 
in batde to the superb skill with which they handled their 
mounts. But although they spent many hours schoolir^ their 
animals, they must have devoted many more to fashionir^ their 
harness and their fighting and hunting equipment. All the 
horses* trappings which have so fat been found, regardless of 
whether they come from the east or the west of the plain, reveal 
the great importance which the Scythians attached to the turn/ 
out of their mounts. Can the inhabitants of England have 
inherited this oudook together with the decorative elements 
which affected ‘Celtic* an? 

All the items of the nomads* harness which have been 
discovered in Eurasia are made with fauidess skill from the 
finest materials avaibble at the time, and all are adorned with a 
profusion of decoration that has not so far been equalled in any 
finds of a comparable character. At Pazirik the trappings are 
of breath/taking ebboration, yet the Altai was but a poor 
outpost of the Scythian world, and had similar pieces of harness 
survived in southern Russia, it is mote than probable that they 
would have surpassed the eastern examples in intricacy and 
finish. Whenever comparisons beween the rwo regions have 
proved possible, the pure Scythian work has shown a greater 
sophistication and a b^her standard of workmanship, com/ 
bined with a love of costlier materials. However, face deaecd 
that the ncn/perishable metal objects should be the ones to 
escape destruction in the European steppe, but that at Pazirik a 
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grefli many maccruls which arc usually the £rst co disintegrate 
should survive virtually undamaged for some two and a half 
millennia. Thus elaborately omamented leather and fck 
saddles» saddlc'doths of felc and woven material, reins, bridles 
and bits have come down to us from Pazitik in excellent condi/ 
tion. As a result, it has proved possible to reassemble the complete 
harness used by the horsemen of the first millennium and co cstab' 
lish the exact manner in which their horses wtte caparisoned. 

The portions of harness made from non-perishable materials* 
chat is to say bits and metal cheek-pieces, are the same in (he 
Altai as in the south of Russia, and this makes it seem probable 
that the pieces of equipment which perished in Scythia proper 
bore an equally close resemblance to the items which have 
survived at Pazirik. 

The Scythians used a double curved bow made of horn and 
struts with sinews both for hunting and warfare. Their arrows 
had trefoil shaped heads, made, according to the phase of their 
development, cither of stone, bone, bronze or iron. Bows and 
arrows were canied in a combined case called a gorycus which 
was worn slung fmm the belt at the left hip. Both the Scythians 
and the Pazirik people shot over their left side in the Parchiau 
manner. 

In addition to their bows and arrows, the Scythians were 
equipped with swords which someumes measured as much as 
two and a half feet in let^ih. They also used short, double¬ 
sided d^ers or akins, which they canied, rather as a Scot 
does his dirk, attached to their Left leg by a strap, and in addition 
they employed deadly knives of varying lengths and different 
types, some havi:^ the incurving blades which are associated 
wirii China, ocheis retaining European shapes. The celts, axes 
and picks which they used were similar to those which had 
been carried across Eurasia by the last European migration 
eastward. The Scythians abo sometimes carried lances as well 
as standards surmounted by bronze images or heads of real or 
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imaginary animals. These poles may have had an heraldic 
s^nificance, in which case chdr presence among the Scythians 
should be ascribed to Assyrian inHuence. With the passit^ 
years Assyrian and Persian elements (ended to disappear, for 
the Royal Scyths were inclined (o draw imo increasingly close 
(ouch with the Greek outposts in the Poocus. So far as weapons 
were concerned, the Greek influence expressed itself* in the 
adoption of shields and helms of Greek type, often even of 
Hellenic workmanship, and in the graves where (he Greek 
influence is strongest, coats of mail also appear. 

The Scythians excelled at lassoing, yet they prefmed to 
pursue and shoot their t^uany, and in the excitement of the 
chase they were very ape to forget whatever else they had on 
hand at the time. Thus, on one of the very rare occasions that a 
Scythian contingent had decided to engage in a skirmish with 
Darius and both armies had drawn up for the contest, the 
sudden appearance of a hare starting up between the enemy 
lines so completely distracted the tribesmen that, according to 
Herodotus, "immediately all the Scyths who saw it, rushed off 
in pursuit, with great confusion, and loud cries and shouts. 
Darius, hearing the noise, inquired (because of it, and was told 
chat the Scythians were all engaged in hunting a hare. On this 
he turned to chose with whom he was wont to converse and 
said: ‘Those men do indeed utterly despise us.’" The scene can 
readily be pictured, with the disciplined Persian troops stand/ 
ing motionless awajcir^ the word of command, whilst the 
nomads rode helter-skelter after the one small creature streaking 
aaoss the plain. 

It is more difficult, however, to reconstruct the physical 
appearance of the Scythians than to understand their outlook. 
Were they short or rail i Long- or round-faced i Anthropological 
evidence is very me^e. The mummified remains found at 
Paiirik show that the chiefs were on the tali side, averaging 
5 fh 8 in., whilst the women were about 5 ft. i m. in he^hc.** 
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Ya it is probable that these measurements hel^ good only 
the chieftains, since the tribesmen liked their leaders to be well 
built. The general aver^ may well have been a good deal less. 

The Scythians appear to have differed in appearance &om 
the Pazirik people, for in their art they are represented as broad 
and squat. Yet there is no anthropological evidence to show 
what the Scythians were like, nor, conversely, have any 
pictorial representations of the people of Pazirik been found as 
yet, and the six mummified heads which were discovered in the 
mounds there axe insufficient to fill the gap in our knowledge, 
Rudenko^ ^ has succeeded in establishing that the majority of 
the skulls found at Pazirik and at such allied burials as Shlbe, 

Tuekt, Kurai and Katanda were European in type. This bears 
out Jettmar*s view* 3 that, at any rate until the lifUt or fourth 
century B.C., the inhabitants of western Siberia were a fair>' 
haired people of European origin, and that it was after that 
date that an inhux of Mongoloids resulted in a very mixed type 
of population. Ac Pazirik the burials contained sub^brachy/ 
cephalic, brachycephalic, mcsocephaJic and dolichocephalic 
skulls, which suggests a considerable admixrure. From the 
representations on the Kul Oba, Chenomlyk and Voronezh Fip-ii, 
vessels the Scythians seem to have resembled to a striking 
degtee the peasants of prc/rcvolurionary Russia. Most scholars 
are, however convinced that no racial links exist between the 
Slavs and the Scythians, and Ripley’ * draws anention to the 
fact that in the central Russian budals of the stone age as many 
as three-quarters of the skulls were dolichocephalic, from the 
ninth to Ae thirteenth century only half belonged to this group, 
and after that date only forty per cent remained, the rest of the 
population being brachycephalic. Chvojka,*5 on the ether 
hand, holds the view, which he reached as a result of numerous 
excavations conducted in the region, that the basic population 
remained the same from early to quite late dmes, but that the 
governing class changed bodi at each conquest and also with 
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the march of political ev«it$, The similarity in the appearance 
of the Scythians as revealed by the works of Creek metal' 
workers and that of the peasant population of pre-revolutionary 
centra! Russia m^ht up to a point be fortuitous, resulting from 
the style of hair-cuts and the long beards ^voured by both, but 
there are other resemblances which arc harder to explain. The 
stocky build and large, rounded noses are thus common to 
both, and in addition, aiul^ous traits are to be noted in the 
temperaments of both peoples. Bc^ loved music and dancing; 
both were absorbed in art to the extent of enabling them to 
admire, assimilate, and refashion quite alien styles into some¬ 
thing eniiiely new and national; both had a talent for the 
graphic arts, and a well-nigh nadon-wide preference for the 
colour red may also be not^. Again both peoples showed a 
readiness to adopt a scotched earth policy when invaded. 
Inrermarriage may well have played its pan in ensuring the 
survival in Russia of Scythian characteristics which continue 
CO this day to £nd expression in the national outlook. 

Another intriguing problem hinges on whether the Scythians 
wore beards. Some classical writers suggest that degenmcy and 
5 ^.^. disease had made many of them beardless, but their repre¬ 

sentations on such comparatively late, yet first-hand documents 
jj, ij, J4, as the Kul Oba, Chcrtoralyk and Voronezh vessels quite 
Plate 4 clearly indicates the contrary. The Pazirik excavations com¬ 

plicate the issue instead of elucidating it, for they show chat 
whereas the majority of the tribesmen either plucked or shaved 
thdr faces, the Mongoloid chidtain who was buried in Mound 
2. though by nature beardless, bad been provided in his tomb 
with a sham beard, which was placed beneath his head-rest. It 
was made of real hair cut fairly short and dyed black, and was 
mounted onto a stzip of leather, the ends of which met to ue at 
the back of his head. Furcheimore a leather satchel containing 
additional supplie of black dye was laid beside this fake beard. 
It would seem then that the Pazirik people expeaed their chief 
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to Appear in a beard at any rate on ceremonial occasions* and 
that, since this particular ruler, possibly because of his Mongol 
origin, may have been unable to grow one, he had lo be pro^ 
vided with a couruerTeic which would enable him to appear 
correctly turned out in the next world. The similarity in the 
shape of his sham beard and that belonging to the robed man 
already referred to on page 67 is perhaps worth noting. In both 
cases the beards differ slightly in cut from those represented on 
the Kul Oba and CKertomlyk vessels, but if the suggestion be 
accepted that the robed 6gute represents a priest, the provision 
of a heard of similar shape in the tomb of the Mongol chief 
buried at Pazirik may indicate that this particular tula played 
a no less important part in the religious life of his tribe than he 
did in its secular aHairs, Or again, if the beaid cannot be 
accepted as a symbol of oflice in citha the political or religious 
field should it perhaps be regarded as a sign of rank or an 
emblem of cast, beards of this particular shape being worn by 
leaders whilst the ordinary freemen of the tribe, that is to say 
the watciors and huntas, had the pointed beards shown on the 
metal-'work of the period i 

Herodotus noted that die Scythians did not use wato for 
washi:^. Instead the women made an unguent of pounded 
cypress and cedar wood pulp, which they mixed with frankin/ 
cense and wata, rubbii^ the lot into a paste. They used this 
ointment as a cleansing compound, coating themselves with 
the substance and keeping it on for a day. Haodotus was 
surprised to find their sHn beautifully clean and clear after they 
had removed it from their bodies. 

Recent research has produced evidence to show that already 
by the fifth century b.c. some Scythians had established theuv 
selves in southern Russia as settled agriculturalisu. Spitzin 
tried to draw racial distinctions berween those who had 
stalled themselves on the banks of the Dniepr and others who 
had settled in the districts of Kiev and Poltava.'^ But the 
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difTercccM to which he draws attention are of a kind chat 
must be due rather to the results of intermarriage with chc 
local population than to any innate dissimnariry between the 
Scythians themselves, 

Excavatiom conducted in the region of the Dtiiepc have 
disclosed the ruins oftownlets which belonged to some of these 
Scythian settlers^ or ac any rate to some semi/Scythian conv 
munides. One of these, Kamenskoe,'? can be taken as 
characteristic of this type of seolement. It is situated on the lc& 
bank of the Dniept, pracdcally opposite NicopoL It was irv 
habited from the fifdi to the second century B.c. and it covered 
an area of almoR Eve square miles. From even a cursory ex&tni/ 
nation of the site it becomes clear chat already at this compara^ 
lively early date the Scythians were no mean builders, whilst 
its posidon so much to the northwest of southern Russia, helps 
to account for the skilled constiucdon of even the remoter 
Scythian burial chambers and to explain the ease with which 
the Christianized Russiaris were able to erect complicated 
churches of the Byaandne type virtually immediately afeet cheir 
convetsion to the Greek Orthodox faith. 

Kamenskoe was protected on three sides by natural defences 
formed of die seep banks of three rivers, the mighty Dniepr, 
the Korko and the larger Berezovka, but on the southern side, 
where the towniet lay exposed to the steppe, the inhabitants 
constructed a deep and most efficient euthen defence wall. 
This terminated at the soudiAvest angle in a citadel. 
Immediately inside the wall a passage, varying in width from 
half to chree/quarters of a mile, was kept as an open space. In 
peaco^me it was used at tdght as a cattle pen, but in an emei^ 
gency it was handed over to the town’s d^endets. 

loside this belt stood the houses. They were of three types. 
The most usual consisted of an oval central section built of 
wood, with outbuildingsjuttifig out from either end. The mote 
impbnant were somewhat larger than the average, varyii^ in 
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size from forty to a hundred and seveQry>six square yards. They 
contained two to three rooms> each leading into the otha. 
The entrance to this type of house was always effected from the 
southern end, and the hearth was set either in the central or the 
northernmost room. The walls were of wood strengthened 
with an admixture of clay, with ilopir^ roofs testing on 
wooden posts. Numerous bronze and iron tools, including 
quite a number of blacksmith's implements were found in 
them. The third type of dwelling closely resembled the latter 
both in plan and in the disposition of its rooms, bus the struct 
tore was built wholly of clay. The only dressed scone found on 
the site was discovered on what the excavators assume to be the 
town's acropolis, but if this is indeed the case, then it must 
point either to the predominance of a non/'Scythic, tempIc" 
worshipping element in the population or to a marked differ^ 
ence between the rel^'ous customs of the settled and those of 
the nomadic Scyths; the latter do not appear ever to have had 
or to have desir^ a shrine or permanent places of worship. 

The inhabitants of Kamenskoe were poor, far poorer than 
most of the nomadic Scychs, but it is very probable chat the 
serilcts, irrespective of their origin, were mulcted of much of 
their wealth by their nomadic overlords. At any rate no iov 
portanc work of art, no notable piece of jewellery, and no 
magnificent domestic utensil has as yet been found in any urban 
Serbian sice other chan a necropolis. 

The most impressive Scythian city which has been excavated 
up to the present time is that of Heapolls. > ^ It lies on the out/ 
skins of Simferopol, in the Crimea, and excavations were 
begun there in 1945 by Schultz and Golovkina. The town 
served as the capital of the Royal Scychs from die turn of the 
ibuith century fi.e. to che b^inning of the Christian era. 
Though it is of comparatively late dare, ftom early in the third 
century it already covered some forty acres of ground. It was at 
about ^lis time that a great stone wall was erected round it to 
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serve as a deCence agaiosc ever more menacii^ Saroiauan 
acudes. The wall varied in thickness from nine yards to about 
fourteen. It was pierced by a large gate flanked by defence 
towers. Within lay the capital of King Scylurus and his son and 
heir, the future King Pakkus. It contained a number of impress 
sive public buildings constructed of stone and roofed with 
dies. They were adorned with elegant columns, ornate capitals 
and bronze and marble statues, the fragments of which still 
litter the site to serve as testimony of its former magnificence. 
Two busts—lentadvely idendfud as heads of Scylurus and 
Pakkus—leHect a new naturalism, which should perhaps be 
ascribed to the influence of Rome. 

The cesidendal quarter Uy to the north of the town. There too 
the houses were of stone, and some idea of the appcaxance of the 
flnesc buddies can perhaps be obtained by recalling that the 
facade of the house which King Scyles had secretly acquired 
three centuries earlier at Olbia was adorned with figures of 
spbiruces and griflins. At Neapolis the better houses consisted 
of several rooms. They were built round a courtyard and their 
walls were decorated with mural paintings. Some of their stores 
rooms sdll contained supplies of wheat, bailey and millet. 
There is ample evidence to show that the life of the dty followed 
an essentially urban partem. Craftsmen and tradesmen of many 
sens were established there. At least one potter had his own 
kiln, but many of the amphors found in the larger houses 
contained wines which had been imported from as far afield as 
Rhodes. Cnidus, Cos and Sinope. Trade must have flourished 
at Neapolis and the standard of livii^, at any rate among the 
wcU^do, seems to have been h^h. Bones of horse, cows, 
goats and sheep were found in all quaners of the town in 
immense numbers, but those of hoars and beavers were scarcely 
less numerous. The excavators interpret this as an indication 
that the hunting of game still continued to pky an important 
part in the economy of the urban Scythians, chough an 
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elaborate agricultural STSttm quite obviously now served as its 
basis. 

Neapolis had large burial ^uods. In (he bi^a necropolis, 
among a variety of tombs ri^ in gold objects, the excavaeors 
came upon an elegant and sophisucated* though stroi^ly 
hellenisdc mausoleum beloi^ii^ to a Scythian queen. A io\m 
as complex as this, with tombs as elegant, cannot have been of 
mushroom growth, for both feanires point to a f^ly well 
evolved maeuricy, a stable economy and a broad outlook on 
life. 

Although towns sudi as Neapolis or the smaUer and poorer iktellectual 
Kamensfcoe were rare in Scythia, what towns there were shared ARTrsne 
in the life of the nomads, taking intense delight in it. Indeed, 
the urban Scyths, not aUc^ether unlike the nineteenth^cenruiy 
gentry in England, retained that roots in the country and 
always kept their love c £country pursuits alive. But the dviliza^ 
don which the nomads had evolved was as much in need of die 
cides that provided the skilled jeweUos as the urban ardsts 
were in need of the steppe dwdJers* inspiradon, ibr Scythian 
art retained the direct, if complicated oudook ^those who live 
in the open/air. It was the nomads and not the townsmen who 
evolved its canons. The Scythianswse not primarily sensualiss; 
rather were they realists for whom the abstract and the si nous 
had an irresisdble appeal. 

That they might have been no less fascinaced by speculative 
thought, had they been given the opportunity to indulge in is 
shown by the lifeofPrinceAnachaisis, brother oTKii^ Saulius, 
who was sent to Athens as his sovereign's ambassador. No 
soona had he reached his post in 5S9 B.c.. than he began to 
Sequent the society of Solon and his aide philosophets. 

Within a short dme Anacharsis had forsaken polidcs to spend 
several years in searching for wisdom and divine truth. The 
Greeks held him in aHecdoo and called him 'Scythian elo^ 
qucnce', yet, eventually, the ambassador was obliged to set out 
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for his own land. He travelled by a devious route, visiting as 
many countries as possible on his way, with a view to adding 
CO his knowledge of the world. Ac Cyzicus his curiosity led 
him CO be persuaded to take part in che Eleusinian mysteries and 
he was induced to promise to give thanks to the Goddess of 
Cyzicus should he return to his native land in saf^. Back at 
his brothec*s headquarctts, he crept away one day with che 
intention of iulHlling his vow, but he was observed and his 
def^on was hurriedly reported to the king. Saulius went in 
person to verify the report. Seeing his brother engrossed in 
alien devotions, he aimed an anow at him, killing him out^ 
right. So perished Scythia*s only philosopher, one whom even 
che Greeks had considered a s^e, dyii^ before his influence 
had made itself fell among his people. 

Yet for all their savagery in warfare, for all their dislike of 
rhetoric and ford^ customs, the Scythians were not boors. 
Their discernment iu the airiscic field and their love of domestic 
ameniries is reflected in all their possessions. As with all 
nomads, the number of these had perforce to be strictly limited, 
yet the rar^ and variety of the objects with which they sur^' 
rounded themselves is truly amazing. No less astonishii^ is the 
care and skill which they lavished on making even the most 
trifliug article. Practically every surviving example of Scythian 
work shows quality and the finest objects are truly magnificenc. 
Apart from such essential items as arms and saddlery, and such 
ptimary necessities as clothes and coverings, the profusion of 
domestic utensils is as unexpected as is the variety of materials 
combined in the making of each individual article. 

The pottery stands alone as being somewhat unambidous, 
but again it is found mainly in the poorest graves, for there was 
considerable disparity of wealth among the tribesmen. The 
local ware is coarse in texture, dull in colour, being either black, 
grey or bulf, and primitive in shape, mainly takii^ the form of 
pocand only very occasionally, bowls. When pottery appears in 
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tKe richec burials, it is always a h^h quality impcrt fcom the 
Poetic colonies or &oiti Ionia, and not the indigenous ware. 

Like ail primitive peoples, the Scythians were cecccdingly sorcsry 
supersdeious. They believed in witchcraft, magic and the power 
of amulets. Theit soothsayers foretold the future by means of 
bundles of twigs and by splitting bast fibres in much the same 
way as did certain groups of Germans in the Middle Ages, The 
most highly honoured of the Scythian m^icians came from 
certain specific families. They spoke with high-pitched voices 
and wore women's clothes. They were probably eunuchs, but 
the Scythians believed that they had been afflicted with these 
feminine characteristics as a punishment for having offended 
against the Great Goddess by plundering her shrine at Ascalon. 

Their profession was not without grave danger, for a false 
diviner could expect no macy, When proved wrong, though 
his women^dblk were generally spared, he and all his male 
relatives were placed on a cart loaded with brushwood and put 
to death by burning. 

The Scythians worshipped the elements, Their main devo- rbligjoh 
does were paid to the Great Goddess, Tabiti-Vesta, the 
Goddess of Fire and perhaps also of beasts. She alone figures in 
their art, presiding at the caking of oaths, administering com'* 
munioQ or anointing chieftains. Rostovtzeff' 9 found that she 
had been worshipped in southern Russia long before the 
Scythians appeared there. Pottery statuettes of her were com-' 
mon in the Bronze Age in the country lying between the Urals 
and the Dniepr, even more alor^ the Bug and Doneiz rivers. 

There is a nurked resemblance between these little figures and 
those represendng the same deiry in Elam, Babylonia and 
Egypt made centuries earlier. In the Crimea, the Great God¬ 
dess is not found much before the ninth century B.C., when she 
is depicted standing, holding a child in her arms, though she 
did not then represent the goddess of fertility any more than 
she ever personified a matriarchy to the Scythians. The latter 
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considered her as their political guardian, and Strabo noted 
that her cult was especially widespread along the Caucasian 
coast where she proceaed the seafaring tribes whom the Greeks 
thought of as the Argonauts. Thee people, and the Scyths of 
the Taman peninsula in particular, intensely resented the in/ 
trusion of strangers on their shores and they made a point of 
sacrificing to the Great Goddess all the Ionian sailors whom 
they succeeded in capturii^. In Scythian art she sometimes 
appears as hal&woman half^penc, sometimes standing, 
somedmesseated between her sacred beasts, the raven and dog,*® 
or somedmes with an atieodant or in conversation with a 
chieftain. 

The Scythians also worshipped Papeus/Jupicer, the god of 
air, Apia/Fellus, goddess of the earth, Oetosyrus/Apollo, god 
of the sun and Artimpaasa, (he celesual Venus, goddess of the 
moon. In addidon, the Koyal Scyths venerated Thamumasa/ 
da$/Neptunc, god of water, and Herodotus thought that they 
sacrificed cattle and one prisoner out of every hundred captured 
to Mars and Hercules. Herodotus was surprised by the absence 
of images, altars and temples among the Scythians, and indeed, 
except for modest acropolx of late dace in Scythian towns, no 
pbces of worship nor any objects which can be deEnitely 
associated with religious ceremonials have so far been div 
covered. He was thus probably correct in thinking that the 
Scythians would fo^ather for worship at a specified spot, and 
depan from it after having performed thdr rites, without feeling 
chat the ceremony had in any way sanctified the place in which 
it had been performed. In this they seem to have followed an 
Iranian tradidom 

In place of temples and shrines the Scythians lavished all the 
veneradon of which they were capable on the tombs of their 
dead, rcsemblir^ the Chinese in their readine&s to saaifice their 
lives in safeguardir^ these burials. Yet all their care and 
vigilance biled to preserve their Combs from desecration by 
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robbers, who, in almost ever/ instance, peneirace<i into the 
barrows quite soon after the burials had taken place, rifling the 
concents with such thoroughness chat hardly a sir^le tomb has 
survived intaa. 



16. Tht Qmt CoSdess jiankei^ atUndanthmts. DeUilfrstn 

and enffivti sltftr miftvr from Ksltma at At Kaioa, 

vii^vu. B.a 

Their burial rite was both elaborate and of extreme solemnity. 
In the Altai the inteitnents seem co have taken place durii^ 
only two seasons of the year, the spring and autumn, thus coin/* 
ciding with the cibes’ seasonal rnigrations in search of &esh 
grass. The habit of postponing burial nude embalming 
essential, and Herodotus* detailed desciipdon of the process 
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followed by the Scythians has been confirmed by the embalmed 
bodies discovered in the fro2en tombs at Pazirik. 

First the body had to be ioteroally cleansed, staffed with 
aiomatfc herbs, and sewn to|ether. Wheo all was ready the 
body was placed on a cart and the tribe as a whole, after 
cropping their ears and hair, followed the corpse with shouts 
and waiU, slashing their arms and thrusdng arrows through 
their left hands as the precession proceeded from village to 
village, until the whole of the dead man’s territory had been 
visited. The journey had to last for forty day^ only then could 
the body be brought back to the burial place. With a man of 
humbler rank the final progress, chough soil lasting foe the 
prescribed period, was conHned to visits co his relations and 
friends. When these had been performed the budal service 
could commence. The body with its supporting macaess was 
lifted from the can and lowered into the burial chamber, where 
PUks $,6 a bier sometimes awaited it. Standards surmounted by bronze 
animals were occasionally inserted comerwise at the extremities 
of the bier, but somedmes poles surmounted by bells were 
PUkS, Fii j; placed there instead, for raides of this sort helped to frighten the 
evil spirits away. 

The dead chief was accompanied on his last journey by one 
of his wives, his head servants such as his cup-bearer, cook and 
head groom, and the horses which he had personally used in 
the course of his life. All were apparelled in their best cloches 
and finest jewellery, and each had a separate chamber or com¬ 
partment allotted CO him in the tomb. The master lay alone, 
with the most essential of his possessions close beside him. 
These consisted of his gold cups, his amphorx filled with wine 
and oil, and his great cauldron filled with meat for his journey. 
His attendants and companions were each placed close co him, 
but bis horses lay outside the burial chamber, yet within easy 
reach of it and under cover of the same mound, thus ensuring 
that they too would be close at hand on his awakening. AQ 
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were splendidly caparisoned. Aiter the tomb had been sealed, 
but before the erecdon of the mound, a wake was held above 
the burial chamber. 

Up to this point Herodotus* account of a Scythian burial 
has been proved by excavations to be wholly reliable; he then 
went on to relate that it was customary, on the first anniversary 
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of a chief’s death, for fifty men from the dead ruler’s bod)^uaxd 
each—like every otha member of his staff—a freeborn Scyth, 
and mounted on a splendid horse, to be killed. Their bodies 
were then cleansed and stuffed in the usual manner and the dead 
horses, each fully bridled and saddled, were impaled on stakes 
placed in a circle round the banow. A dead rider was hoisted 
on to the back of each horse, and men and mounts were then 
abandoned to disintegrate as they stood guard over the tomb. 
No trace of this last grim ritual has survived, but it is hardly 
likely ro have done so, since the bones of the dead would 
quickly have been picked bare by the carrion birds and the 
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skeletons would have fallen co dust long before our day. 
Although ii is difficult to believe that the Scythians can have been 
as wasteful ofhuman lives as this custom demanded, Herodotus 
has been proved substantially correct in so much else that there 
seems little reason co doubt his accuracy here. But if such larger 
scale sacri£ce$ were indeed made, they can surely have occurred 
only at the death ofa king of outstanding importance. 

According to Herodotus, all those who had taken pan in a 
burial had to undergo purification. He tdls us char this coiv 
sisted in first soaping the body with a cleansing unguenc, then 
‘*they aa as follows: they make a booth by fixing in the ground 
three sticks and over them woollen felts, which they airai^e to 
fit as close as possible; inside the booth a dish is placed upon 
the ground, into which they put a number of red hot stones, 
... and creeping under the felt coverings, throw some hemp 
seed upon the red hot stones; immediately it smokes, and gives 
out such vapours as no Grecian vapour bath can exceed; che 
Scyths delighted, shout for joy.” 

Until 1929 no paiticul^ importance was attached to this 
description, but in that year precisely such stands (though some 
had as many as six poles) with their felt or leather sheets srill 
stretched over them, a cauldron containing stones and hemp 
seeds standing within, were discovered at Paairik* £ach of the 
burials was provided with an outfit, the double burials con> 
taini:^ two, one being for the man*s use, the other for his wife. 
There, it was evident, che smoking or inhalic^ was not 
intended as an act of purification, but rather as a relaxation, 
perhaps servit^ to transport the smoker into an ecstasy similar 
to (hat attained by the use of certain narcotics. Probably the 
same was often true of southern Russia, where the habit was 
likely to have been r^ularly induced in. 
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Chapter III 


The Tomhs 

Although practically all che Scythian tombs 
./xwhich have been excavated had been rifled in antiquity, 
they have nevertheless disclosed to u$ a wholly unexpected 
world of complex imagery and solid achievement, whose cxis> 
tence bad not even been hinted at by any of the surviving 
ancient texts. 

The Scythians, as we learn from their own proud and deflant 
retort to the taunts of Darius, valued their burial grounds above 
all theic possessions, veneratii^ them with a passion that was 
perhaps increased by their lack of temples and holy sites. To 
them (he burial ceremony was an intensely mystical and august 
ritual, but it was also a singularly costly affair, not only in 
labour, material and worldly goods, but also in life. The loss 
in horses was especially high. Recent discoveries show that 
orthopzdjcally faulty animals were sometimes killed off in 
Hut^ary' and a proportion of those buried in Altaian graves 
suffered from similar defects,' but many of the horses found at 
Pazirik were in excellent condirion at the time of their death. 
Information on this point is lacking with regard to the Kuban 
and south Russian burials, but the numbers of horses killed at 
important funerals in the Kuban was tremendous. There the 
£gures varied from a score to several hundred, the highest to be 
recorded being at Ulski, where some four hundred had been 
buried. 

The most important and impressive of the Scythian burials 
i 3 x the royal combs of southern Russia, and of them all 
Chertomlyk is perhaps che richest, both in the variety and 
artistic quality of (he objects found in it and also in the well-nigh 
fabulous intrinsic value of the gold'work. Like so many other 
burials, Chertomlyk had attracted the attention of thieves, but 
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in this instance a fall of earth in the entrance shaft they had dug 
trapped and killed at any race one of the gang, leaving the 
objects he had aniassed piled up in a corner of the tomb. Since 
this robber was unlikely to have dug the trench single/handed^ 
it is probable that his companions escaped with some of the 
booty. Nevertheless} the archeologists who opened the tomb 
some two thousand years latec still found in it much that was of 
considerable monetary value and a great deal more that was of 
absorbir^ interest 

The baiTow was unusually elaborate in plan, for it contained 
a central burial chamber with four minor ones radiating from 
it. The first chamber to be entered by the excavators contained a 
small Scythian cauldron, a magnificent goryrus complete with 
arrows, and five knives with bone handles and iron blades. In 
the main chamber they found fr^ments of a carpet, but these 
were too decayed to give any idea of its pattern. Hooks for 
clothes to hang on were still in place on the walls and ceilings, 
but the garments which had occe hung there had perished, and 
only the stamped gold plaques with which they had been 
trimmed lay in heaps where they had fallen to the ground. 
Placed in niches set at floor level in the walls were further 
personal belongings and some gold vases. In the north/eastern 
chamber stood six amphors still holding the dregs of the wine 
and oil that had once filled them and also a bronze mirror 
mounted on an ivory handle. 

The dead man lay on his back, facing east. The setting in 
which he took leave of this world was of extraordinary opu^ 
lence. A fine bronze torque encircled his neck, a gold ear^rir^ 
had been placed in one ear and there were gold rings on all his 
fingers. According to custom, an ivory'^handled knife lay 
within easy reach of his lefi hand, together with a gorytus con> 
taining sixty'*sevcn bronze arrow-heads and an ivory-handled 
riding wdup laced with gold. Fragments of an ivory casket, a 
silver spooo. numerous gold plaques from his clothes, pendants. 
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gold tubes, be&ds and buttons were also found hete. In the 
third small chamber lay two bodies, each adorned with a 
gold torque, gold bracelets and rings, and a belt decorated 
with gold plaques, together with the gold plaques which had 
aimmed the clothing strewn about their bare bones. Beside 
them stood a bronie cup, a silva ewer, a gorytus containing 
arrows, and a whip. In the fourth chambet were fragments of 
a bronie bier that had once been decorated with an elaborate 
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design carried out in dark and Light blue, green and yellow 
paint. A woman s body lay on it, still wreathed in gold bract' 
lets, finger'rings and eai'tii^. Twcjiry'nine stamped gold 
plaques, twenty gold roundels and seven gold buttons lay inter' 
mingled with her bones. On her head were the remnants of a 
purple veil with the fifey^seven gold plaques which had formed 
its trimming still in place. Within her reach was a bronze 
mirror set in blue paste. Nearby lay a man’s body, probably an 
attendant’s, with a bronze bracelet on his arm, his knife and 
arrow'heads within grasp of his left hand. Between the bodies 
stood an elaborately ornamented silver dish, and it was there 
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that the famous Chenomlyk vessel melf was found. A large 
bronze cauldron, measuring three feet in height, with six 
splendidly modelled goats ranged round its rim to serve as 
handles, was also found in the comb, as well as a smaller bronze 
cauldron, numerous minor objects in gold, a great orrumenced 
sheet of gold which had been ripped off the lung’s gorytus, live 
splendid swords, and numerous figments of delicate Greek 
ponery. Ten horses lay fully caparisoned outside the burial 
chamber, but in the same compound, The trappings of 6ve 
were embellished with gold decorations, those of the rest with 
silver. 

The construction of an important burial place required much 
e^on. First a clearing had to be made in the steppe, next a 
sloping trench of varying length was dug and at its far end a 
shait, often of impressive dimensions, had to be sunk in the 
virgin soil. Great wooden props were used to strengthen the 
sides. Then the trench had to be transformed into a corridor by 
means of a conically^haped roof and the shaft turned into a 
chamber by the erection above it of a gabled roof set on massive 
poses resembling columns. 

Once the structure had been completed, its decoradon was 
begun. In southern Russia, the walls of the main chamber were 
hung either with wicket or rush matting, birch bark, thatch or 
rugs, whilst at Fazlrik felt was used. Ac Kai^odenashkh in 
the Kuban, on the ocher hand, frescoes were preened, and the 
figure of a deer at pasture was stilt visible to the excavators who 
uncovered the buriaL The ceilings of the main chambers 
generally received the same treatment as the walls, thus giving 
the ef&cc of a chamber or tent, or possibly even the cubicle in 
the covered waggon in which the defunct had spent many of 
his living hours. Within this chamber a smaller, roofed con/ 
sttuction or tabernacle was often erected to shelter the body. In 
the sixth ceruury b.c. in southetn Russia, this inner structure 
often seems to have followed the lines of the outer chamber, but 
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twa centuries Uter a dressed scone constcuccion* ascribed by 
RostovczelT to Greek itiduence,^ surmounted by a wooden 
roof, was at times preferred. The body was placed on a mattress 
and laid ia this inner chamber, often resting on a bier covered 
with a fabric or a mattress of its own. Sometimes the bier was 
replaced by a cofltn, which was generally either embellished 
with a painted design or decorated wid) an ornamentadon in 
gold. Adjoining the main chamber were the side chambers, 
built for (he dead man*s servants and close attendants. The 
number of these substructures varied from one, as at Krasno/ 
kutsk, to two, as at Tsymbalka, and to as many as four at 
Chertemlyk and Alexandropol. The attendants were generally 
buried in the western chamber, the grooms receiving preicr-' 
encial ueacment. Thus, at Chertomlyk, they alone of all the 
retainers lay in compaiadve isolation beneath a roofing of tree 
trunks, whilst the dve others were placed with cbeir feet poiou 
ing towards their masters, so that, at their awakening, they 
would rise itistandy to face him. 

Most of the Royal Scythian tombs are situated close to 
Alexandropol and Nicopol, but some have also been found 
on the fringe of (he Greek settlements of Pandcapxum. The 
most notable of the Alexandropol^Nicopol groups are the 
Tolsdya Mogily or Big Barrows, which vary in height from 
30 to 70 feet and in circumference from 400 to laoo feet or 
so, with the burial chambers measuring &om 9 ft. 6 iir. to 
15 feet in length and 7 feet in width. These chambers were 
often sunk as much as 42 feet below virgin soil. The Pand" 
capzum banowi are no less impressive, and include such rich 
and famous mounds as Aldn Oba (Golden Bartow), iCul 
Oba (Mound of Ashes) and Tsarsky or Royal Barrow. Of 
them all only Altin Oba had escaped the attention of robbers, 
possibly because its burial chamber was built of enormous 
blocks of dressed stone, set to overlap each other so as to meet 
in the centre In an impressive pointed vault. The conception is 
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surprisingly reminiscent ofMycenzan constructions and Minns 
is surely correct in thinking that the Scythian chiefs buried in 
this type of comb found Hellenic culture so much to chdr taste 
that they employed Greek ntasom to build their sepulchres Ibr 
them. 4 Indeed, nothing could have been easier than to eng^e 
Greek workmen either at Tsatsky Kurgan, which lay very dose 
to the Greek colony at Kerch, or at Kul Oba, which was only 
four miles to the west of it, ot at Aldn Oba, which was equally 
close at hand. 

The mound which was raised over Tsarsky Kurgan is one 
of the biggest, measuring 55 feet in height and 8ao feet in dt' 
cumfercnce, but although that of Kul Oba was somewhat 
smaller and rather more oval in shape, it concealed a rather 
la^ec chamber, measuring 15 feet by 14 feet and 17 feet high. 
Here the king lay alone in the main chamber, his body testing 
in a coffin which had been made of either juniper or cypress 
wood and lined with a veneo of ivory engraved by a superb 
Greek artist with a beautiful scene of the Judgment of Paris. 
He wore a felt cap on his head decorated with scrips of em^ 
bossed gold. Bncircling his aims were inclvwide gold bracelets 
with magnidcent terminal ^ures, in the one case of Peleus and 
Thetis, in the ocher of Kos and Memnon. Electrum bracdets 
with sphinx terminals were dasped round his wrists. They were 
of the finest Greek workmanship, and so coo were the electrum 
amulets which had been attached to his cloches. By his side lay 
a great Scythian sword, two and a half feet long, its blade three 
and a half inches wide. Its sheath was decorated with gold 
designs of great beauty. A cauldron containit^ meat stood 
close by. Four statuettes were found by the body. All are of 
particular interest on account of beii^ worked in the round 
instead of being stamped out in the customary manner. One 
is of special importance ibr it shows two Scyths drinking 
brotherhood from a single cup.s Numerous gold plaques were 
discovered beneath the dead man*s head and Minns noted 
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that soxne of them mun have been made from the same 
stamps as those used {be producing identical pl^^ues found at 
Chmomlyk, Oguz and The Sewn Brothen banows.* This 
form of mass production suggests that there must have existed 
tect^nized wc«kshops, or ac any rate some noted jewellers, who 
worked permaoeiuly in one place, using moulds of such in£nite 
delicacy chat the finished plaques look as though they had each 
been laboriously hand produced. The Hermitage Museum's 
collection of Scythian plaques numbers over ten dtousand, but 
although the smalls ones were quire r^en repeated in la^ 
oumbss, it is ran to find the bi^s ones (which seldom 
measure more chan an inch across) showing the same design. 
Plaques o[ the same type wse ibund by Gtiasnov in 1927 at 
Shibe, sewn to dw clothes of an old man Mongoloid type, 
but only silvs ooas have so far been discovered ai Pazirik. 

In the main Kul Oba burial a narrow, box^like panidon 
separated the king's body fiom his weapons and anowrheads. 
In another, somewhat similar compartment stood a wooden 
bier mounted on turned 1^ on which lay the body of a 
woman. Her attendant was placed at r^hi angles to her in yet 
another compartment. The woman wore an electrum diadem on 
her head, a gold necklace of great beauty encircled her neck and 
precious rii^ were on her fillers. Her arms were decked with 
bracelets, and at her waist woe two large medallions, somewhat 
surprisingly decorated with the head of Athena. There were 
also three smaller medallioos, all of which Minns thinks must 
originally have beloi^ed to a Greek temple. Between the 
womans knees reposed the famous Kul Oba vase. A mirror 
lay beside her. Like much of her jewellery. It was of Greek 
workmanship, but it was mounted on a Scythian handle. 
Scythian also were the lot^ knife and five somewhat shorter 
ivory^handled ones belonging to her attendants. From Ku! 
Oba too comes the famous gold f^ure of a recumbent stag 
which probably served as the centrepiece of a shield. Though 
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sstheucdly less satisfying chan the splendid example from 
Kostromskaya, ic must, nevertheless, rank with the masrec'' 
pieces of the mctalwotkci^s art. 

It is thus evident that vs^en the Scythians were at the height 
of their prosperity, that is to say irom perhaps as early as the 
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seventh century to as bee as the fourth or third centuries B.C., a 
Scythian lung and queen and the great chieftains of the land 
were buried in their Hnest clothes and jewels, and they were 
often provided with additional clothes for use beyond the grave. 
They also invariably took with them their sacred gold and 
silver vases, rhytons and drinkir^ cups. Amphora filled with 
wine and oil, a great bronze cauldron containing supplies of 
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meat and their essential weapons were placed dose at hand. 
The head servants, likewise wearing their best clothes and with 
their weapons within reach, bur with bronze jeweUery instead 
of golden, lay in simpler chambers. The dead man’s wife was, 
however, always provided with a tomb scarcely less sumpruons 
chan chat of her husband, and sometimes a male attendant, 
possibly her groom, was chosen to accompany her. All the 
bodies were laid on their backs, facing east 

In the richest funerals the chiefiain s body was generally 
conveyed to the grave on a waggon drawn by at least two 
horses, more usually by four and someiimes by as many as sht 
Less impoccaiu people were laid on mattresses placed on a bier 
and they were carried in procession by members of their house' 
holds. In each case the funerals must have been noisy aifairs. At 
the head came standard/bcarets cartyu^ poles surmounted by 
bronze or iron ceptesentations of fierce^looking birds oc stately 
beasts. They were followed by a group of tribesmen swirling 
huge metal rattles and shaking bells fixed to wooden handles, 
who accompanied their lloucishes with piercing shtieks dc/ 
signed to frighten away the evil spirits. Next came the funeral 
waggon or the carried bier, the horses adding to the noise with 
the jinglii^ of their harness bells. On either side of the body 
walked men carrying a canopy surmounted at each corner by an 
heraldic'looking bronze beast and hung with still more bells. 
Then followed those who were to die at the grave that they 
might accompany theic masca to the world beyond, and the 
procession closed with the rest of the tdbe howling and wailing 
as they followed behind. 

These proceedings being to mind the ritual followed In 
China under the Kan emperors, and it is thus not surprising 
to find that it was also in force at Pazizxk. There, however, no 
heraldiC'looking standards and no rattles or bells have as yet 
been discovered, though certain local futures, which will be 
desaibed later in this chapter, give these budals a unique 
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characta, ni&ing ptoblems whose solution must still largely 
depend on the results of (\itui6 excavations. 

Pill. 3i In louthem Russia, once the body of the dead man had been 

placed in the burial chamber beneath a specially constructed 
tabetnacle» and his possessions laid out beside him. his dead 
companions were disposed in the places which had been 
allocated to them. They had died either by poisoning ot strai^^ 
ling. The turn of the horses came next, all fully caparisoned in 
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their finest harness. Each was hilled by a blow delivered on the 
head. Their bodies were placed round the human tombs, the 
disposition varying in accordance with the space available ibr 
them. Whenever possible they were arranged in an orderly 
manner, either In rows or pairs, or even In a circle round the 
burials. Sometimes, however, some had to be buried at a higher 
level chan that of the male tomb, but even then, the bodies were 
always put within the same burial shaft. A layer of earth was 
sprinkled over them and the funeral cart was then broken up 
and the fragments laid on this earth. Only then was the shaft 
filled in and the soil rammed down over the tomb. Sometimes 
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a Strengthening of scones was added. The wake was held at 
ground level, and not until the feast had been consumed was 
the final stage of the ceremony—chat of constructing the mound 
embarked upon. 

Such was the interment of a wealthy prince, the head of a 
powerful clan, the proud owner of numerous herds of catde and 
valuable suings of horses, a chieftain with several wives, the 
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owner of i great deal of jewellery, much of it of gold. Less 
affluent chiefs, chough still men to be reckoned with, were also 
buried with con&iduable magni£cecce. Instead of having a 
barrow to themselves, however, they usually reposed in the 
la^er of two obviously related ones. Burials of this type ace 
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called Twin Barrows (Bb'smfzy) in consequence. Such chief/ 
tains’ barrows have rather steep sides, sometimes strengthened 
by stones, and a flaneoed summit. Beneath is a single burial 
clumber sheltering the body of the dead chieflain, his military 
equipment, food and wine for his journey to the next world 
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and chc best of hh personal possessioni. Amoi^ the Utter, 
objects of Greek workmanship are often found. A man such 
as this was sent to the world beyond alone, unaccompanied by 
human attendants, but his horse followed him, their bodies 
generally forming a circle round the burial chamber. The 
smaller, round, companion mounds contain numerous poor 
burials. They probably belonged to the ordinary members of 
the tribe. 

Before coosidering the more easterly burials, it may be coq" 
venienc to glance at some of the Scythian burial grounds in 
northwest Russia, Prussia and the Balkans, all of which differ 
slightly from those of the Kuban, and very considerably from 
the royal tombs of southern Russia. Thus, in the rather more 
wooded districts of Kiev and Poluva, where the popuUtion 
consisted in the main of settlers, or at any rate of semi/setcled 
inhabitants, the Scythian barrows are smaller, averagit^ only 
some seven feet in height. Fewer horses were buried in them, 
and the contents are generally poorer, bone often replacing gold 
or other metals. Orruments of wood were probably used there, 
but very few have withstood the rigoun of the climate. Many 
of the tombs in this region date from the fourth century 6.C., 
when the burial chambers were often givea a surround of 
wooden posts chat supported a Hat wooden roof. Often such 
chambers were also provided with wooden sides or walls as 
well as with oak Hoon. Hem too the dead man was always 
buried with his weapons, his gorytus, and sometimes with a 
coat of mail. The objects which were thought to be essential to 
him itithe next world were also placed in the comb. In most cases 
a mirror was included, and sometimes a few gold objects were 
added, but the number of horses killed seldom exceeded two. 

Burials farth« to the west are rare. An important find was, 
however, unearthed by a farmer's plough at Vettcrsfeld in 
Prussia. The collection of objects is puzahag. It consisted of a 
jar and the complete uip ment of a Scythian warrior, but with 
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no traces of horse bones. Especially outstandir^ was a shield, 
made of pale gold, with a centrepiece consisting of a remark^ 
able figure of a fish. A breastplate found with it is the only one 
of its kind associated with a Scythian. With it lay a panel of 
gold torn from a sword sheath worked in the Scythian style and 
a dagger with the characteristic Scytho^Siberlan heartshaped 
guard. No jewellery or hone>trappings were found with the 
hoard. It is dated to the early fifth century &.c. A somewhat 
similar, though less imponant find was inadc at Plohmtihlen 
in Schleswig .7 Neither of them helps to explain the presence of 
Scythian objects so far to the northAi^ of their homeland 
and it rests with future archsologists to establish whether the 
Scythians penetrated to Prussia in the form of single com/ 
munities or as a group of considerable size, and whether they 
travelled in small batches by devious routes or whether a large 
concourse followed a defnite read across Silesia. 

In the fourtli centuty B.c. the Royal Scyihs of southern 
Russia attempted to shih their headquanas from the lower 
Dniepr to the north and west of their earlier centre. Shordy 
afterwards, the eastern fringe of the Balkans became a Scythian 
outpost, and as a result, the region contains quite a considerable 
number of Scythian burials. Bessarabia, Wallachia and the 
Dobrudja in particular retain important traces of their sojourn, 
and some of the graves there have yielded impressive examples 
of their artistry. In Romania the richest fnds come from the 
Bukhovina where the most imeresiing mounds are to be found 
in the vicinity of Cuciunil Mare, Saru Mare and Boureni in 
Moldavia, but nowhere in the Balkans have the burials as yet 
received the detailed and systematic study which would enable 
comparisons to be dcawn between the customs in force in these 
Scythian outposts and chose adhered to in Scythia proper. 

Some Scythians also peneaated into Hut^ary towards the 
year 500 B.c. They probably foibwed a route Icadir^ across 
Moldavia and Transylvania, for both districts are rich in 
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mounds. Many of the objects found on Haitian soil are of 
outstanding attistic impoiiance. Foremost amongst them are 
the TWO magnificent gold st^ which were discovered, the one 
Plates 25.2S at Tapioszenunarcon, the other at Zoldhalompuszta. The 
number of Scythian burials in Hungary is very considerable 
and finds have o^eo been unearthed by agricultural workers. 
Apan from chance discoveries of this son, over eighry'^ve 
major burials had been sciendhcally excavated in the country 
up to IP39. All included horse bones, though the number of 
animals killed was invariably low and they were often of poor 
quality. The $ciend£c information adduced from these excava/ 
dom has, however, remained disappointingly small. 

As we move back across Russia the picture becomes fuller 
again. To the east of the royal combs, the tombs of the Kuban 
a^oid particulaily rich and interesting examples of Scythian 
burials of early date. The Barrows of the Seven Brothers can 
be chosen as a chiiacceristic example of the finer type of Kuban 
burial, though the objects found at Kelermes are perhaps of 
greater intnnsic value. In the Kuban Greek influence is less to 
the fore than in the royal tombs, and although examples of 
Creek workmanship occur in almost every burial, none gives 
the impression of having been expressly made for a special 
patron of the region or even for the Kuban in particular. 
Rather do the articles seem to be current Creek exports, chosen 
by the Kuban Scyths either because they corresponded well 
enough to their own local taste or because do others were avail/ 
able. Thus no vessels simiiai to the specially commissioned 
vases from Kul Oba, Chertomlyk or Voronezh exist in the 
Kuban, but instead the indigenous style is seen there at its most 
marked. 

This style appean in its purest form in the horse/trappings 
and in many of the weapons, notably in the swords, da^ers 
and knives used by the mea The jewellery is, however, apt to 
reflect Persian influence in very much the same way that the 
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pertonal adornments of the Royal Scychs were strongly affected 
by Hellenic elements. A gol^ leopard &om Kdcrmes, for 
example, bad its eye sockets and nostrils filled in with glass 
paste and semi-precious stones, while its cats were encrusted 
with that early form of cloisonne enamelling which shows 
strong affinities with Ach*mcnid work of the eighdi and 
seventh centuries B.c. Another Kuban burial contairi«l a gold 
gorytus, a magniHcem belt and a golden diadem surmounted 
with griffins which bear a marked resemblance to certain of the 
Oxus finds. 

Local features are also to be noted in the construction of the 
Kuban burial chambers. Thus at Koscromskaya, four vast 
poles marked the comers of an area some lo ft. 6 in. square. 
Four beams wae laid across them and six poles were then 
placed on the inner side of the square and five others just out¬ 
side it, but in the spaces between die inner poles. The tops of all 
the poles were then drawn together to meet in the centre to 
form a roof. Only twenty-two horses were buried in this mound 
but in it was found an iron shield bearing as its cenne-piece the 
magnificeRC £gure of a crouching stag made of gold which goes 
by the name of the Kostiomskaya sc^. 

The numerous burials which have been opened in Siberia 
present certain quite unique problems and two groups of combs 
are specially inreresling. The earliest to be discovered were the 
frozen burials of Katanda, near the river fierel, belor^ng to the 
early iron igt. These coo had for the most part been looted in 
antiquity and little gold remained in the Combs, though some 
bronze objects had been left behind by the thieves. The la^er 
Katanda burial was covered by a cairn only seven feet high, but 
it measured over a hundred feet in circumference. Horses had 
been included in the burial, but Radlov did not specify their 
number.^ The burial chamber was fourteen feet square and it 
had been roofed with larch and lined with birch bark. The 
tomb lay beneath a stratum of ice. A bundle of clothes was found 
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preserved ia it Ic included a silk ccac shaped like a modem 
tail-coat lioed with sable. e<^ed with leather and trimmed 
with stamped gold plagues, a coat of esmine dyed red and 
green, and mmmed with gold buttons and gold plaques, an 
ermine de and a silk band decorated with carved wood Hgures 
of horses, fabulous beasts, monsters, stags and bears disposed in 
a row. Some closdy resemble certain animal iorms found at 
Noin Ula In Mongolia. The hnman bodies rested on low 
wooden cables ot stands and some ocher pieces of furniture 
recall examples fiom Pazicik. 

Radlov excavued aootbec groop of frozen tombs on the 
banks of the sane river, but ac a poxnc lying somewhat closet 
to Bukhcarua. There, the bodies of sixteen horse were found 
beneath a byec of wood, disposed in four rows, with their 
heads pointing to the east AH wen fully capadsoned. Their 
bits were U Iron and their leaiher bridle were adorned with 
ornaments of carved wood and birch bark covered with thin 
sheets of gold. Here the human burial chamber was situated at a 
slightly lows lev^ It contained a cofBn made out of a 
hollowed tree trunk which was then adwned with copper birds 
closely resembling similar representations found in the Scythian 
ton^s of the Volga and Utal r^oos. A man s body lay in It 
with the weapons dmilar to those belonging co a Scythian 
nomad placed within his reach. A tmrror and a cauldron of the 
Scythian type were found in the chamber, but there was noth*' 
Ing in the tomb which could help towards assigning anything 
like an exact dace to It. 

In 1927 Rudenko and Criasnov were able to examine 
another group of tombs of mudi tbe samg type. These were 
situated at Shibe close to the rtvec UrsuL The largest of these 
mounds resembled the Pazirik burials. Ic measured some 
hundred and thirty f^ in diameter, but once ^ain the cairn 
was only about six feet h%b. and the buxial chamber roughly 
twenty^ne feet dc^. Tbe gave belonged to an old man His 
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body ky ic a wooden coffin with a boy close beside hisi. The 
bodies of fourteen horses were placed in the northern portion of 
cbe tomb» but the burial had been riHed in antiquity and little of 
value was left in it. In 19^4 Kiselev excavated another mound 
belonging to this group. It contained the body of an old man 
of Mongoloid type and a woman wrapped in a red silk shroud 
trimmed with gold plaques. She wore a gold diadem, and a 
mirror and various other valuable objects, all bearing a strong 
likeness to the Pazlrik finds, were lyi:^ beside her. In 1950 
further burials which closely resemble those of Pazirik were 
examined at Basadur, a site situated in the same locality. In this 
instance the body lay in a wooden coffin, the sides of which 
were decorated with a carved row of tigers advancing from left 
10 right, whilst the lid showed the figures of two stags, two 
wild boars and three mountain goats rendered in a somewhat 
more flexible style than that of Pazirik. Eighteen horses were 
interred in this burial which, notwithstanding the unusual 
character of the coffin, must again have belonged to a tribe very 
similar to that of Pazirik. 9 

Indeed this whole series of burials so closely resembles the 
infinitely richer tombs excavated at Pazirik that both groups 
must have belot^ed to tribes which were either closely allied to 
each other or shared a similar culture, though the Pazirik 
people were wealthier and more powerful than the others. The 
burial ground at Pazirik i$ correspondingly b^er, comprising 
some forty mounds. They vary in size as well as in shape. She 
of the larger ones have $0 far been examined as well as some of 
the smaller ones. All are situated on an eastern slope of the 
Altai, at the level of the summer pasture land where the earth, 
though frozen in the winter, thaws out in the sprii^ and 
summer. The ground is very rough, and even the largest 
mounds are low, beir^ topped, like cairns, only with the earth 
dug out fiom the burial chambers and a covering of boulden. 
The size of the mound is thus determined by its circumference 
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rather thao its height, the largest measuring from about 120 to 
160 feet in diameter. Some of the smallff mounds are marked 
hy an outer circle of scones instead of being topped with 
boulders, or again covered with stones placed to form sections 
of ditferent patterns. No two of the Paaiiik mounds are identic 
cal, yet all arc allied to the same group of people. Nor are they 
all of pcecisely the same date. Of the larger mounds to have 
been excavated Mounds 1 and $ belong fo the £fch century 
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B.C., Mounds 2,4 and 6 to the lace fifth or eatly fbunh century 

Fil 31 B.c. and Mound 3 to the third century B.c. It is possible that 

some of (he smaller difierences between the mounds may 
have in pare arisen from incernurriage between the people ^ 
Paaiiik and chose from different tribes, with the result that 
their local customs underwent certain minor changes. In their 
broad lines, however, the burials are all of one type. In each 
case horses are found in the mounds, occupying a third of the 
entire burial space and invariably lying in a separate conv' 
paitment situated at the northern excrcmicy of the tomb. Lack 
of space often made it necessary for some of the horses to lie at a 
higher level than that of the main burial, but as 5 tr as possible 
their bodies were set out in an orderly manner. 

Fig. It In the larger mounds, the burial chambers occupied some 
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fbity/fiv« yafds. They were enclosed bj double walls, 

the outer ones beii^ made d rough logs whilst the inner ones 
were smoothed on the inside. The space between them was 
sometimes left empty, but at others ir was filled in with brush*' 
wood. The Hoors were genoally smooched over, but occasion/ 
ally they were sprinkled with gravet The ceilings were lined 
with birch bark, as in the Kuban and ai Shibe, and then 
coveted widi a layer of tw^s. The coostmedon is very elaborate 
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and goes to show chat even in die Altai the nomads had 

acquired considerable slfill in building in wood by as early as 

the fifth century B.C. The standard of domestic amenities must 

also have been high, for in all the Pazirik tombs which have 

so far been examined, the walls the budal chambers had 

been lined with felt It was hdd in place either by moulded 

copper nails or by wooden ones. Nails for the suspension of 

clothes and other articles were Sxed to the walls. In Mound 2, 

the door was covered with black felt In Mound x, the wall 

hangings wae of surprising elaboradon, for the dark brown 

ground was bordered with a band oC white set between two 

strips of white, red, yellow and blue d^/tooth patterns, whilst 

the wide central band displayed a row c £fierce and very spirited, 

snub/QOsed and snarling Hons* beads executed in bright blue ^4 
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and red felt. The chamber of Mound 5 was also hung with fHc. 
Though only fragments survived, the archsologiso succeeded 
in cecooitructing its des^. The maiu motif consists of a large 
winged creature with a hu man head surmounting a lion’s body. 
It was vividly coloured and set against an off^hiie ground 
bordered with brilliantly timed birds enclosed in a scroll. 

The Pazirik dead were laid In coflins hollowed out of vase 
larch trunks similar to those found at Shibe and Basadur. In 
each example the lower pan of the coffin was somewhat deeper 
than the lid and, at Pazirik, contained two holes cut ac each end 
to take either the ropes by which it was lowered into the grave 
or those by which it was carried. In Mounds x and 2 the cims 
of the coffins were decorated with beautiful sxlhouencs cut out of 
leather and then gilt, in the one case showing strongly stylized, 

Filf. is> ^ confronted cocks, in (he other a row of running deer. 

The bodies which were found at Pazirik had been em^’ 
balmed. Indeed, the practice of bi/annual burial adopted by 
the tribe made this a necessity^ir was not just a luxury for the 
most distinguished chie^. In contrast to the Scythian practice 
of hying the chief in a private chamber and placii^ his wife in 
an adjacent one, at Pazirik it was usual for the man and wife 
to share the same coffin, the man lying at the top end, the 
woman at the lower. Both were placed on their backs with their 
heads to the east. The bodies lay on tugs placed on la^ felt 
blankets, the edges of which overlapped sufHciendy to fold 
across the bodies in order to shield them from the coffin lids. 
Again in concrasc co Scythia, the Pazirik dead were placed in 
their coffins only partially clothed, that is to say with 6eir coats 
slung over their shoulders and the women’s bodices laid across 
their breaso. The men wore no ttousers, and although a good 
deal of clothing has been recovered from the tombs no trousers 
have been found in any of the burials. The head-dresses were, 
however, placed on their heads and (heir feet were shod in 
stockings and shoes. The dead lay with their left hands resting 
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on (heir breads and chdi ngh r on their pubia. Hoc much 
jewellery was found on them, probably because die thieves 
who had penetrated to the buxial chambers had removed 
everything of value, but some silvo amulets in the form 
of horses, silver belt buckles and silvs and bronze costume 
plagues lay with the bones, together with an occasional ear>' 
ring, a necklace or two, a few glass beads and the albessential 
lookis^/glass. 
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Some of the most exdtir^ discovenes woe made in Mounds 
2 and 5, where the bodies of two chiets were found to have been 
covered in extremely intricate taaooit^ One body had greatly Fi^. rj, 
deteriorated with the passage ofdme, but on the odier, that of a 
man aged about sixiy, beardless and of Mongoloid type, the 
very man in fact who had been provided with a sham beard, 
k^e sections of the des^ survived on his arms, chest and back. 

The man bad died in battle. The des^ns tattooed on his body 
consisted of animal (bnns. They were essentially Scythian in 
style and modf, and so lively and spirited in conception and 
execution that they must rac^ with the finest drawing of the 
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Scythian ichool. Their q uality speaks for itself but their meaning 
remains obscure. Nothing has been found in any Scythian 
tomb to surest that uttooing was common amongst the 
nomads of the European sceppe. Hippocrates does refer to their 
custom of branding themselves for medicinal purposes, but he 
is unlikely to have confused tattooing with brandit^. The idea 
of tattooing themselves may have reached the Alcaiaos from 
the esq uimaux, who were in the ha bit of doing so, and who may 
have come in contact with the inhabitants of southern Siberia 
earlier than is thought. Or again, they may have learnt to tattoo 
from the people of the Punjab who, according to Fraaer,*® 
have lor^ believed that, at death “the litde entire man or woman 
inside the mortal frame will go to heaven blazoned with the 
same tattooed patterns which adorned the body in life". 
Since Przyluski** traces the cult of "the Golden Stag” among 
the Salvas back to the Scythians there is no reason why the link 
between the two people should not have been a two^ay one. 
Rudenko,** however, basing his view on statements of Hero^ 
dolus, Hippocrates, Xenophon and Pomponius Mela, all of 
whom noted that tattooings served to indicate rank amongst 
certain Asiatic peoples, beeves that they were used for the 
same purpose at Pazirik, yet among the Kirghiz it was, until 
fairly recently, reserved for the bravest among them. There 
was nothing in the Pazirik tombs to help solve the problem 
and nothing to link the sham beard with the tattooings; the 
dead man remains an enigmatic figure. His wife had the soft 
hair of a European, but she wore a wooden headgear with 
plaits attached to it, as strange as htt husband’s bard and 
tattooed decoradom. 

Although thieves had robbed the human graves at Pazirik, 
they had not penetrated into the horses* burial chambers, and in 
these everything was found undisturbed, As in the human 
graves, so in these all the walls were hung with felt which was 
just as ebboraiely worked as were the hai^ngs in the human 
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Mcdons. Miny of the hotses had betn in excdlem condition at 
the dme of their death. The best had been fed on grain which 
had probably been grown for the purpose in the plain during 
the spring months and carried up to the summa encampment 
Its use as an animal food goes to show that the tribe had 
achieved a mixed economy of its own. abandoning its pastoral 
occupations during the spang months agriculrural pursuits. 

All the riding horses were chestnut or bay geldit^ and many 
were wel]>bted animals, though some rough Mongol ponies 
were included in the burials. The condition of the feet o( the 
finer ones suggests that they had been kept in stables for some 
time prior to their death. 

Both in Scythia and at Paztrik the horses were buried fully 
caparisoned, all theii accoutrements, inclnding whips, being Fii. $$ 

placed in the tomb. The opulence of the harness is quite 
astonishing. All of it is lavishly decorated, much </it with gold 
or bronze plaques, the rest in carved wood or birch bark, 
worked felt or fur, again enhanced with either gold or lead foil. 

Most of the Paziiik equipment has come down to us in excels 
lent conditioD, thus making it possible to establish the exact 
way in which the nomads harnessed and turned out their 
mounts. This will be described in the next chapter, but here 
attention must be drawn to a curious, virtually unique trap^ 
ping of so puzzling a characts diat even though no less than 
eight examples were found at Pazirik, their derivation and 
exact purpose cannot as yet be fully explained. 

These finds consist ^ht horses' masks or rather head> 
dresses, belonging to eight splendid Foghana horses. The two 
masks found in Mound I completely covered the horses' heads, Plata ti. a 
fitdr^ right over them like veriable masks. The foundations 
were made of moulded leather which had then been covered 
with coloured leather of an infinitely finer texture. The masks 
weie decorated, in the one instance with a scene of a panther 
attacking a stag, in the other of a homed and willed dragon 
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attackiag a griffin/like animd, which was in its tuia about to 
pounce on a tiger. These scenes were carried out in bright blue 
and green fur. A row of cocks, shown in profile, were likewise 
made of coloured furs, in addition, both masb were profusely 
decorated with gilt, silvered and coloured leather roundels and 
crescents, and, strangest of all, both were surmounted by a pair 
of towering antlers, partially gilt. 

The presence of antlers at first seemed to surest that the 
. masks were intended to disguise the horses as st^. As a result, 
the burials were thought to belong to an age when the sug, 
though no loiter used as a means of transport, sail remained 
associated with the burial cetemony, in which it may well once 
have taken the part that was filled by horses at Pazirik.^s On 
these grounds it seemed as if the Pazirik people were passing 
through a period of transition, evolving from a *stag’ stage of 
culture to one dominated by the horse, and as a result the burials 
were tentatively dated to a very early period. 

The following seasons excavations led to the discovery, this 
dme in Mound z, of further examples of somewhat similar 
head-dresses. Although the majority were in bad condition, it 
proved possible to reconstruct one complete outfit, and it then 
became apparent chat this example differed so considerably 
from the first two masks that it invalidated all the conclusions 
39 which had been based on them. To begin with, the new head¬ 

dress was not a mask in the real sense of the word, for ic only 
partially covered the animal's head, comii^ down in a peak 
over its eyes and leaving the face exposed. Ic was thus more of a 
head-dress chan a mask. It was made of white felt, shaped at the 
cop as a hood, with die ear-fiaps open in the front and the edge 
of the peak j utting out over the eyes trimmed with a row of gold 
animal flutes. A felt boss sec berween the ears in the centre of 
the hood served as a mount or support for the leather head of a 
horned mountain goat On the back of this crearure's neck 
perched a bird made of white felt covered with leather, its gilt 



Tfu Tenths 


wings half raised, its cock*s tail resplendeotlf curved. Though 
this extraordinary, heraldic, aggressive composidoa defies 
explanation, ic served to decnolish the chetxy that the Pazidk 
people still adhered to the st^ cult at the dtne of (h«e budak 
^t^ilst drawing atceodon to the plumes with which the 
horses in the sculptures &om Nineveh an decked, Rudenko m 
is nevertheless not inclined co ascribe dxe Pazirik head-dresses 
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to Assyrian induence. Rather does be believe that in both in/ 
stances the idea of adorning the heads of horses in some way 
was derived from a common source, probably of west/Asiatic 
origin and dadng co the first quarter of the first millenniutn. The 
Assydans developed the idea in the course of the seventh 
century, along the lines illustrated in sculptures at Nineveh. Ac 
a somewhat later date, the Altaians transfbnned the plumes 
into masks of the Pazirik type. Another somewhat similar 
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instance is offered by the Tons chamfrain discovered in Kirk^ 
cudbrightshire* $ in 1829. Rudenko is convinced that the Pazirik 
examples were not reserved exclusively ibr use at burials, for 
one of the damaged masks showed sigos of so much wear that 
it must have been used at numerous ceremonies before playing 
its final part in the Paziiik burial. The Pazirlk head/dresses 
were worn in conjunction with boldly decorated leather sheaths 
Pig- covering the horses' manes and tails, the patterns on them beir^ 

of a stylized character and formed either of cuc/ouG or of 
leather encrustations. Somewhat similar mane coverings can 
sometimes be seen on Assyrian sculptures. 

In connection with the head/dresses Kiselev** draws atterv 
tion to lour statuettes of horses which Radlov discovered at 
Katanda and to a fifth of much the same son found in the 
neighbouri)ood, All five show a reclimi^ creature with a 
griffin’s head sec upon a horse’s body. Bach one has four holes 
cut in the top of its head and Kiselev is convinced that in each 
case two of the holes were intended to serve as ear sockets, the 
ears being made of some difierent material from the body, 
whilst the other two were made to hold anders. If this was so, 
and it seems most probable that Kiselev’s surmise is the conect 
one, the explanation for the one group of finds would also hold 
good for the other. 

The carts which were used at the burials were broken up and 
buried in the mounds at Pazirik just as they were in Scythia. 
Ac Pazirik most of the cans were primitive affairs. They were 
mounted on solid wheels hewn out of tree trunks and they had 
seen such heavy use that their wheels were badly worn. 
Rudenko thinks that they were used to transport the stones 
which were needed for toppir^ the mounds and not, as in 
Pig' 39 Scythia, for the body’s final progress to the grave. A cart in 

Mound $ was of a different type. It was an elegant and elaborate 
vehicle, mounted on four spoke wheels, each measuring almost 
six feet in diameter, but lacking the iron rim or tyre usually 
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found oa wheds of Scythian make. The can was made of 
birch wood, some of which was turned and all oC which could 
be dismanded and sluog on pack transporting 

across unsuitable ground. A raised, platf^m^like seat was 
provided for the driver and the cotirt superstructure was 
coveted with a black felt hood m^niHcendy decorated with 
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Chinese/looking swans executed in coloured idt cutouts. The 
turned woodwork closely resembles the turned table/1^ ibuod 
in the Pazirik tombs. Both west assuredly produced locally, 
yet the can is of a much more sophisdcaced type than any of 
those which have so been discovered in the Eurasian plain. 
It is thus tempting to associate this unusual carriage—as 
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y« 1 unique example of its kind—with the country which 
impired, ot more probably which actually produced its hood> 
that is to say with China. Historical jostiiicadon ibr the sug^ 
genioo may be found in the Chinese chronicles, some of which 
record that the contemporary Emperors of China attempted to 
secure peace on their western boundaries by marrying oif their 
unwanted princesses to the more turbulent of the nei^bouring 
nomad chieftains. The unfortunate brides were each presented 
by the Emperors with a parting wedding present consisiii^ of 
a cart requiring four horses to draw it, and they were then 
dispatched Into the wilds, there to do their best for China and 
their uncouth husbands. 

The woman lying at the cbieTs aide, however, had the soft 
hair and the dolichocephalic skull of an Indo^Eucopean; it is 
therefore wiser to ascribe the cart to emulation, and not to think 
of her either as an exquisite exile from the refined and luxurious 
court of China who had withstood, and perhaps secretly come 
to delight in the rigoun and unconvenuonalicy of a nomad's 
life, or as another princess Hsi>chQn. This unlucky creature 
was married in about the year i lo B.C. to the central Asian 
chief K'un Mo, king of the Wu-^un. He was old and feeble, 
and they met on only very rare occasions over a cup of wine. 
She bewailed her loneliness in this sad little poem: 


My people have manied me 
In a far comer of Earth: 

Sent me away to a strange land. 
To the kii^ of the Wu/sun. 

A tent is my house, 

Of felt are my walls; 

Raw flesh my food 
With mare's milk to drink. 
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Always thiaking of my own country, 
My kcait sad wicbiiL 
Would I were a yellow stork 
And could fly to my own home.*? 
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Worldly Goods 


T he OBJECTS which have been discoveed in the Scythian 
tombs of southern Russia and at Pazirik provide a fairly 
complete inventory of the articles in daily use among the 
nomads of Eurasia between the early seventh and about the 
second century B.c. In so far as their tools are concerned, we 
know from bodi Pazirik and southern Russia, as ibr instance 
from Smeb in the district of Kiev, that they used narrow 
wooden spades, seldom measuring more than about four inches 
across, mounted on rounded handles varying in lertgth dotn 
fony<^ix inches to about four feet. Wooden picks wae also found 
at Pazirik, together with over a hundred wooden hammers and 
mallets. The latter were for the most part made of plane wood, 
and were heavy and massive, with an overall length of about 
sixteen inches, and handles ten inches long. Bone mattocks 
made of horn or tusk were also usual; they were mounted on 
wooden handles. Ladders took the form of poles with notches 
some two inches deep cut in them. Nails were made of wood 
as well as of moulded copper, and wooden pegs were uni^ 
vcrsally used. BUcksmiths* tools included a wide variety of 
moulds for casting anything from arrow«'heads, harness parts 
and sickles to personal adornments, amulets and domestic 
utensils. Vast cauldrons have been found, measuring as much 
as three feet in height and weighing anything up to seventy^five 
pounds and without a single Haw in their casting. Ploughs 
probably followed the lines of the Chinese models unearthed 
as far west irt Siberia as Minussimk, where they dace 6;om the 
century B.c., and they bear the mark of a fish or a cross, or the 
laconic words “made by man”. In the Yenissei, knives for work^ 
ingfurand leather have also been found, and similacimplements 
were probably in use at much the same date at Pazirik. 
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Although H«rodoius stressed the imponance of axes in 
Scythian equipmem» and although exquisitely made models 
executed in precious materials served the chiefe as symbols of 
authority, the number of both types actually discovered in the 
burials is far smaller than might have been expected. The 
simplest working axes had only a single loop, but double 
looped examples seem to have been equally common through^ 
out Eurasia. Most characteristic perhaps are those having a 
bronze cutting head with the opposite end terminating in an 
animal's head, but others had an kon head with a thrce> 
prot^ed projection of considerable size on the non^cutcu^ end. 
One of the finest symbolic axes came from Kelermes. The 
nomads generally wore a whetstone suspended from their belts. 
Many of these are mourned in gold settings decorated with 
floral or geometric motifs. 

The knives they used varied in length, shape and material, 
and metal knives with straight handles encased in wooden 
sheaths ut no less characteristic and no less numerous than 
cresceut/shaped ones made either of bronze or iron, mounted 
in ivory, wood or bone. Maces are comparatively rare, and 
although some lathes have been found which were used foe 
tumi:^ birch and plane wood, theii number remains small. 
Stone files, on the other hand, are found in profusion. 

When the trefoil'shaped arrow/heads were made of iron 
they were generally cast. In the Altai the shafts on which they 
were mounted were decorated with highly stylized snake or 
feather designs executed in black or red paint The bows were 
strung with sinews and carried with their arrows in a gorytus; 
this was generally made of a wooden foundation encased in a 
covering of precious metal or leatha decorated with scamped 
designs of the utmost delicacy and elaboration. The patterns 
range from zoomorphic designs to geometric forms. Hunters 
Eequendy used a la^ made of sioews. whilst warriors usually 
carried a sword. These generally followed a Persian shape, and 
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(heir handles were intricately ornamented with Persian designs, 
(hough they often terminaced with (he figure or head of an 
animal of Scythian character. According to date, the blades 
were either of bronze or of iron, but the sheaths were generally 
encased by thin sheets of gold» delicately embossed and often 
inlaid with ivory, paste or precious scones. The scabbards 
were provided with a hook for fixing the chains or scraps which 
held them to the wearers* belts. Oarers or akinse were given 
a heart^aped guard and were likewise Persian in inspiration. 
Spears and javelins were used only occasionally, but many 
wamors wore a sort of shirt made of metal scales and adorned 
with a pectoral orrunenL In the earlier examples the scales 
were of bronze; later, iron was used in preference. In either 
case, the metal shirt was mounted on a red felt linir^. A helm 
was made on the same principle as the shirt and was similarly 
mounted on felt, but with the passing centuries the more 
markedly hellenized chiefs preferred to substitute Greek helmets 
artd breasr^plates for their native scale armour, and some even 
added a Greek greave to the outfit. 

The Scythians usually carried round shields when they rode 
to battle. These seldom exceeded fifteen inches in diameter and 
were small enough not to hinder the rider. They were adorned 
with a centre/piece of the finest workmanship, usually an 
animal, which was often executed in gold and sometimes em/ 
bellished with inlay and jewels. At Pazirik the shields were 
completely different, yet they closely resembled those shown in 
the hands of the Scythian wamors portrayed on a magnificent 
gold comb found in the Solokha burial of central Russia. Thus 
instead of a circular disc, the Pazirik warriors carried a shield 
made of a framework of wood, coveted with leather, rco* 
tangular at the base and rounded at the top. As a further 
contrast, the Pazirik shields were completely plain and are thus 
to be numbered with the very few objects which the nomads did 
not attempt Co decorate. Apart fiom their a$7metrically''shaped 
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bows, (heir arrows md daggers, no other weapons were 
found at Pazirik so that it is nor yet known co what extent the 
milicaxy equipment of the Altaians resembled that of the 
Scythians. 

SAnoLSKY Both in Scythia and at Pazirik, the native, nomadic an is 
seen at its purest in tbehor$e>Rappin|;s, which are characterized 
by a striking unity and a liveliness of compelling f^cce. The 
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excellence oC (he craftsmanship and the quality of the designs 
combine co produce some truly splendid objects. The in> 
genuity and skill which went to the making of each bit of 
harness is quite astonishing, but it is the Pazirik finds which 
alone reveal the full extent to which the love of ornate trappings 
governed the nomads. Although scenes such as those whi^ 
IS, 14 appear on the Cheriomlyk vase and on other pieces of Scythian 
metaWork throw considerable light on the way in which the 
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Scythians harnessed and decked theii horses* and although 
archeological material from southern Russia has coniiTmed ^e 
conclusions derived from such representadons, many technical 
details remained obscure. It was only when the Paziiik excava^ 
dons had produced several complete secs of harness chat the 
minot points were seeded and the way in which the Altaians 
accoutred their riding horses became known. Comparisons 
between the bits and the nose and check pieces iiom Pazirik 
and those from the European section of the steppe show that 
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these pieces were substantially identical throughout the entire 
region, and it therefore seems more than likely that the perish^' 
able portions of the equipmem, though they failed to survive in 
the west, were very similar to chose which were preserved at 
Pazirik. 

Both in the east and in the west of the plain the bit was a two/ 
piece ai&ir closely resembling the modem snafie. At Pazirik 
the bridles consisted of nose, cheek and forehead straps as well 
as of an ear>baod, the whole being secured by a buckle placed 
on the left side of the animal’s head. This halter/like bridle had 
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beer) used in Assyria from as far back as the first half of the £r$c 
millennium, and was probably much the same as that invented 
by the world's eaiUesc riders. At Pazirik a metal plate, held in 
position by a leather strand, was placed in the cenae of the 
horse’s forehead. This plate, the cheek and nose pieces, and 
every point at which a strap intersected another, indeed, even 
die straps themselves, were all lavishly decorated with geooietric 
patterns and animal shapes. These either perforated the straps 
or were applied to them Iri a variety of materials. All the straps 
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wttt made of excellent leather, carefully worked, richly orna^ 
mented and often embellished with gold plaques or caivit^s 
covered in gold or lead foil. The buckles were of bone, the bits 
were for the most part of bronze oc copper having a small 
admixture of lead, or again of wiought iron. They too were 
often given animal or Horal terminals. Metal sdrrups had not 
been invented at this date, but leather slings 6gure on the 
Chertomlyk vase. ‘ 

3f-7 glittering cf!cct created by the ornate bridle was sustained 

>4 and enhanced by the colourful saddles and saddle-'cloths. The 
saddles which are represented on Scythian meiaTwork seem 
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clo$£ly to {bllow the lines of the actual saddles found ac 
Pazirik. The latter were made of two felt cushions, varying 
in size from twenty to twenty'-four inches in length. Some 
of the later examples wae attached ac the back and iiom to 
wooden saddle frames and both types were mounted on felt 
sweat-bands. Two straps were sewn to the back and front of 
each cushion and these, together with a central girth, bteasc- 
band and tail strap, served to keep the saddle in place. The 
cushions were scuffed with sug-hair, and they were often fitted 
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with leather covers ornamented with stitching, whilst the 
wooden fnmes were bound with red or yellow wool. The 
cushions were covered with a veritable labyrinth of patcerns 
executed in exihec feic or Leather which was either in appliqu^, 
or encrusted like mosaics, or embossed. Indeed, ac cimes the 
leather'work came very neat to sculpture, so deep was its relief; 
this relief was given additional height by che addition of leather 
cut-outs. 

Although the Pazirik saddles are the oldest in existence, 
there is nothing rough or unfinished about them, nor do the 





el^orate decorations, many of which aie In gold, tender them 
un£t for ordinary use. Rudenko strot^ly disagree with the 
suggestion that they may have been intended as show-piece, 
for me only at burials, in much the same way that in Ei^land 
in the Middle Ages sham helms were carried at the funerals of 
knights. All the Fazirik saddles were meant ro stand up to hard 
and regular use; indeed, some show definite signs of consider¬ 
able wear and tear. It is perhaps a little difHcult today to realize 
that the nomads never thought of gold as a fr^ile material, bur 
selected it for a great many objects which they put ro constant 
use. They frequently chose it for covering such resistant basic 
materials as copper, bronze, iron and wood, and it would 
never have occurred to them that the presence of gold on a 
saddle might render ic unfit for hard wear. 

The marvellously inventive designs which appear on the 
saddles seldom bear any relation to the elaborate panerns 
adorning the bridles, yet both are linked by a similar profusion 
of decoraiiorjs. The breastbands, which seem ro have had a 
purdy ornamental purpose, are perhaps the most spectacular 
items in the outfits. The motifs which appear on them evolve 
from a central design which often consists of a bird and a griffin 
locked in combat, the bird with its wings extended, its feathers 
veritably sculptured in the chick leather. A griffin with an 
eagle's beak also frequently appears. So too do stags, goats, 
leopards and lions, represented either at rest or locked in fight, 
as well as other contoned, twisted, vibrant animal shapes. The 
saddle and bridle straps were often decorated either with open/ 
work patterns or silhouettes assumii^ either geometric forms or 
taking the shape of mountain goats, cats, leopards, swans, and 
in one instance even of human faces with beards similar in 
shape CO the fake one provided for the Mongoloid chieftain 
buried at Pazlrik. Stags were perhaps the favourite animal 
motif, but spirals, palmecies, roundels and other Hotal shapes 
were che most popular of the purely non/representational 
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patterns. The saddles were often £nished off with a decorative 
binding to the pommel, made of metal, bone, wood or leather. 

In addition there was an edging of appliqu^ felt enhanced by 
ornamental stitching, but sometimes a strand of woollen tassels 
mounted into wooden terminals was used instead. Occasion^ 
ally indeed, pieces of gilt wood or bone wete carved to represent 
tassels. The tail snaps wete worked in surprisingly high relief, 
the designs chosen for them for the most pan consisting of 
wolves and haies. The saddle cushions, though sufHciendy 
ornate in themselves, were often covered with cases made of 
either black, white, dark blue or red felt, edged with leather and 
held in place by narrow leather scraps. 

Finally, the people ofPazirik added a saddle-cloth to the out/ PU^e 14 
fit. The cbths were very large, measuting from twency<'fouc 
inches to six feet in length. They were usually made of felt and 
edged with woollen tassels fitted into wooden terminals. The 
pan of the cloth which was concealed by the saddle was left 
undecorated, but the remainder was heavily trimmed with 
appliqu^ work. The cloth was kept in position by the saddle 
girth which passed through slots specidly made for it. One 
of the cloths is of particular interest. It was made of a deep 
chercy-red felt of extreme fineness with strips of woven material 
mounted on it. Rudenko thinks that the felt was an imported 
one and he assigns the woven strip to a Persian workshop. One 
strip displays a geometric pattern formed by tiny columns set 
in squares; another shows two pairs of women standii^ on 
either side of an altar, the entire scene beiisg enclosed in a 
tooth bolder; the third displays a row of ominous/looking lions. Pij- 3S 

Another saddle-cloth was made of an exquisite Chinese silk 
of the shantung type embroidered in many colours with delicate 
doral motifs and figures of birds. It was edged with blue felt, 
whbh was in its turn bordered with a band of red felt adorned 
with triangular leather appliqu^, covered alternately with lead 
and gold foil. The rest of the cloths were made of local stuffs 
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2nd decorated wich spirited and forceful designs entirely 
Scythian in style. 

S 9 Whips appear to have been in general use. At Paiirik many 

were made of leather with the handles carved in the shape either 
of horses’ heads or else &shioned into an animal’s body. In 
Scythia the whips were usually devoid of carved decotauons, 
but spirals of gold or encrustations of precious maiedaU or gold 
wae added instead. 

Both in Scythia aud at Pazirik the carts were Sired with a 
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central pole some ten long with special bow/shaped 
attachments or cross-pieces measuring six feet or so iuced to it at 
right angles. The horses were yoked to these cross-pieces in 
pairs by means of straps. Four horses was the usual number 
used for pulling the carts, but in southern Russia six often 
fgured at important burials, and at times the number even rose 
to eight. The driver controlled them from a wooden platform 
erected at the front of the cart, 

?hia 5,6 In Scythia, but not it would seem at Pazirik, metal standards 

formed pan of a nomad’s accoutrements. All chose which have 
been discovered have wooden sockets at their base for fitting on 
CO wooden poles. They have generally been found in groups 
of four, and Minns supposed that they were attached to the 
owner’s cart, but Smirnov thought that they wece fixed to the 
covered waggons in which the women and children travelled.* 
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The nujoriiy display real or mystical animals of heraldic mien, 
but sometimes birds holdin| bells in theit beaks appear instead. tj 

As characteristic of the Scythians as cheir very distinctive domsstjc 

horsfrtrappings are the bronze cauldrons in which they cooked urawsiLs 

their meat. They have been found in every Scythian burial of 
any size, and they retained their original shape throughout the 
entire steppe during the whole of the Scythian age. Most 
cauldrons ocher than the Scythian are generally supported by 
ifipod legs which serve to maintain them above the fire. They 
also have a central hoop handle by which chey can be carried 
and suspended above the flames. But Scythian cauldrons rest il 

on a solid base resembling a truncated cone, and are themselves 
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virtually hemispherical. Instead of 1 hoop handle slung from 
one side to the other, their rims are fitted with two projecting 
handles which often assume che shape of animals. The Cher^ 
tomlyk cauldron is unusual in having as many as six of these 
handles. The cauldrons are mostly made out of cast bronze, 
and they vary in size from quite small examples to chose which 
are over three feet in height and seventy^five pounds in weight. 
In contrast to almost every other Scythian object, these cauld^ 
rons are seldom decorated, but when their lovely contours are 
broken by a pattern this is generally confined to a band of 
stylized arrow^shaib or to some equally restrained goemecric 
composition. The more strongly hellenized Scyths tended to 
favour somewhat more decoration, but even ^en it always 
remained moderate and of a non^reprcsentacional character. 
The plainness of the cauldrons was almost certainly dictated by 
practical considerations, since che smoke from the fires builr 



The Scythians 


round the base of the pots would obicure their decoration and 
tender cleaning difficult. The Scythians were not lackii^ in 
common seme and, like most traders, they were a thrifty people. 
Theic outlook was typified by their king Ariamhus when he 
o^anized a census of his people by ordering each man in his 
kingdom Co bring him a bronze arrow-'head. Once they had 
all been counted he arranged for the arrow«'head$ to be melted 
down and recast into a great cauldron. 

RostovtzefF? identifies a series of vases bearii^ scenes which 
are connected with the Great Goddess as sacred vessels. Such 
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vases come from most Scythian burials irrespective of their 
locality. These scenes appear most often on rhytons and small' 
ish, rounded vessels, which RostovtzefT chinks were reserved 
exclusively for use at rel^ous ceremonies. 

Many of the more valuable drinking vessels which have been 
found in Scythian graves are of Greek workmanship, but cups 
that are essentially Scythian also exist. They are charaaerized 
^ a flattish base and tall, boped handles which probably 
inspired the shape of Russian winMasters of late medievd 
date. Most nomadic families owned a drinkii^ horn. The 
kumis jug, another purely Scythian shape, was also a house/ 
hold cssencial. The finest of these is the Chenomlyk vase. It 
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has four spoucs endit^ in animal heads. Three of chese have 
sieves fitted in them, and a founh sieve Is fixed in the ve&sers 
neck. Ac Pazirik tall pottery jugs were used for scoring kumis 
and not metal ones. They were made locally, in much the same 
way chat the Scythians made che pottery which they needed for 
everyday use. though they turned to the Creeks for the red/ 
figure ware which they employed at special festivities. From 
Pazirik we learn that many of the home/made pots were 
rounded at che base and wooden hoops were used chere to 
maintain them in position. Bowls and flagons, whether of 



pottery or leather, with similar rounded bases were likewise 
supported by such hoops, and occasionally stone vessels of the 
same shape were provided with similar stands. 

The Scythians used bone funnels, ladles, colanders, sieves 
and spoons of many diflerent sizes. They made lamps out of 
stones, cutting them into small, trough/like rectangles with a 
tiny leg at each corner as a support. 

The Pazirik furniture included square, wooden blocks 
which could be used either as stools or perhaps even as head/ 
rests. In contrast, their tables were elaborate aflairs and sur/ 
prisingly ingenious. They wete low, round or oval in shape and 
mounted cither on turned legs of a startlingly Victorian 
character, or on legs carved to resemble animals standing up/ 
right on their hind legs. The tops were slighdy hollowed and 
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had bevelled edges. They were detachable and could eidier be 
used as cays or else (icted on to the tops of the to foitn tables. 

Mattresses and cushfom of various shapes and sizes were 
stuffed with sug*'hair and decorated with the characteristic 
appliqud work. A hemp^smoking outfit was essential to every 
nomad, and at Paririk women as well as men were provided 
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with a set of their own. At Pazicik some of the cauldrons used 
by the smoken followed the usual Scythian shape, but $ome>' 
times an enlarged version of the little square oil lamps was used 
instead. Very occasionally round cauldrons with tripod legs 
and a hoop handle were preferred to the traditional mode], for 
these could be suspended above the Hre from the ceocre of the 
smoker’s tent poles. The cents were often covered with a leather 
sheet, but sometimes felt ones were substicuted instead. In either 
case, the sheets were Iric plain, though one of the smokers had 
Pi^. Q used a sheet decorated with a cow of leopards attackii^ stags. 
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That numttous articles of fur were found at Paairik is not in 
itself surprisir^> but it is astonishing to find how skilled the 
nomads were, even at this early date, at dyeing their fun and 
working the skins into intricate designs of real quality and merit. 

Sheep, goat and pony skim were in general use, but leopard fur, 
skunk, wild cat, squinel, sable and ermine were regularly 
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employed for the bener g;arments, arxd bags, satchels and 
pouches were also often m^e of these fun. Many of the latter 
were provided with pockets and all had efScient ways of 
fastening. They were used for carrying cosmetics and mirrors. 

Felt was usually chosen for sheets and blankets, but fur and 
leather were often used. Indeed, the Paairik people excelled at 
producing f^ts of many grades and qualities. They were able 
also to mm sheep wool into cord and thread, and they knew 
how CO weave, chough they do not appear to have been able to 
produce patterned fabrics. They invariably dyed their thread 
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red and for vaiyii^ the appearance of their textiles they relied 
on altering the sec of their looms. They appreciated fine texcile$» 
and chose which they acquired from cheic neighbours were of 
excellent quality. The most interesting of the imports include 
several Chinese silks of great elegance and the woven strips of 
Persian material mounted on the red felt saddlo'cloth. These 
scrips are dated to the fifth century B.c. Most remarkable of all. 



however, was the finding in Mound 5 of a Persian pile carpet 
of very much the same date. 

The ancient Creeks had the greatest admiration for carpets of 
Babylonian and Achzmenid workmanship. Already in their 
day such rugs were exceedingly valuable and difficult to come 
by. They often refored to the pile carpets of Sardis, 4 and it may 
have been rugs of this type that are depicted on the sculptured 
slabs from Nineveh. These carvings are the earliest piaorial 
records of rugs to survive to our day, but no carpets nearly as 
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old as the wool/pilc cyg of the fifth century b.c, discovered at 
Pazirik were known to the world before the frozen Combs of the 
Altai disclosed it to our wonderii^ eyes. 

The Paziiik carpet scarcely differs at all from the earliest 
Persian rugs which are suQ in existence, for although its design 
is more archaic and its patterns less stylized, the method 
followed in its making is welUnigh identical to that used until 
quite recent times throughout the Near East. The carpet 
measures six feet three Inches by six feet six inches. The central 


portion is filled with elaborately shaped scars disposed in rows. 44 

This section is surrounded by five bands of sCghdy varying 
widths. The first ofthesccoruains a griffin modf, the next 2 row Pij. « 

of elks walkir^ in single file from right to left, whilst the most Bi 4S 

interestii^ scrip presents a file of horsemen, chcii mounts Fii. 47 


caparisoned in the same style as diose appearing on Assyrian 
sculptures, advancing singly in a stately procession coming 
from the opposite direction to that taken by the swiftly moving 
elks. The colours are soft and mellow; the ground a deep red, 
with other shades of red and a number of pale blues, greens and 
yellows predominating. The knots number 2,700 to the square 
inch. Rudenkos has established that 2 skilled caipet'^makec can 
tie two thousand knots a day. Since ihe Pazuik rug contains 
at least 1,250,000 knots he concludes that it must have taken at 
least a year and a half to make. He dates it to the fifth century 
partly on archsological evidence, pardy on stylistic grounds, 
for he considers that the knotting of the horses* tails, their 
raised forelocks, clipped manes, arched necks, pile saddle-cloths 
and wide breast-bands are Assyrian features which are closely 
paralleled in Achsmenid gems of the fifth to the fourth 
centuries b.c. 

Minors were an esseruial in every Scythian household and uuoas 
it seems probable that the important members of the family 
each possessed a reflector of their own. In southern Russia, 
alongside the rather small Scythian minors with a loop or knob 
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in (he centre of the back which rapidly developed into an 
animal $h ape, Creek mirrors of the archaic period are frequently 
found. Some are of Greek workmanship, others are Scythian 
copies of the Greek, which, with their inveterate love of orna^' 
mentation, and especially their love ofaoomorphic forms, rheir 
craftsmen covered with decoration. In r948 the remains of a 
number of metal workshops were discovered on the site of 
Olbia with evidence showing that, throughout the sixth and 
fifth centuries b.c., various objects, more paniculatly minors 
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and pottery, were made there for selling in Scythia.^ The 
earlier mirrors had plain handles with animal terminals, 
leopards, stags, goats' heads and stylized birds forming the 
favourite motifs. Scythian minors of (his date had no handles, 
Filio and the Olbian ones were exponed, together with some cruci/ 

form metal plaques, throughout Scythia, as far afield as Kiev, 
Hungary and the Urals. Inche Altai, as might well be expeaed, 
the imported mirrors came from China, the earliest of those 
found at Pazirik dating from the fifth and fourth centuries B.c. 

Mirrors probably served a dual purpose, for although it is 
evident that the nomads took enough pride in their personal 
appearance ro jusii^ the inclusion of such objects in their 
graves, it is very probable that, in accordance with primitive 
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beli^. mirrors were also considered a helpful accessory in 
waidir^ off the evil spirits which, as they believed, were ever 
on the alert Co cake advantage of mankind. A mirror may also 
have been regarded as an arcribuce of the Great Goddess, fot a 



small gold plaque from Kul Oba displays a seated female 
figure which bears a strong likeness to che Pazirik represenca^ 
tions of this deity. On the Kul Oba plaque she holds a mirror 
in her left hand whilst a person stands before her drinking from 
what may well be a sacred rhycon. At Pazirik, mirrors had 
very elaborate handles. One of the loveliest had a leather handle 
and was kept in a most amaedve leopaid^skin bag decorated 
with a gold roundel. This mirror probably belonged to the man 
buried in the grave, for his wife was provided with an exquisite 
silver mirror mounted on an ox horn. She also owned the only 
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Stringed instrument found at PaziiiL The other graves only 
contained drums, whidi served the dual purpose of providing 
music and fr^ceoiog evil spirits away, but her mstrumenc 
resembled a luce. 

Bone combs were found at Paziiik. at Heapolis and at a 
number of other sices. They were decorated with simple geo^ 
metric patterns and some cur m the top to allow them 

CO be ded to the owna*s bek. Metal pins and needles were also 
found there and they appear r^ulady and in large numbers in 
Scythia proper. 

The Scythians had a vetiuble passion for adornmerit, 
del^hdng in decorating cbems^ves no less dun thdr horses and 
beloogings. Their love ofjewdleiy expressed itself at every turn. 
The most magnificenc pieces narurally come from the royal 
combs, Nvhete the skeletons were invariably bedecked with 
golden diadems, bead^'dresses, necklaces, belts, bracelets, car.' 
and dnger.'rii^, torques, pendants, amulets, beads, buttons, 
buckles and paste lockets, but even the less important burials 
provide an abundance c£ jewdlery and precious materials. 
Thus, the skull of the man buned at Sinjavka was decorated 
with gold phujues d recumbent stag^ at Kelermes either a 
barbaric love cC jcwcllecy oc the primitive dread lest a dead 
person’s soul should escape from the openings provided by his 
nostrils, eyC'^ockec and eac>holes induced the mourners to Hll 
the two former with a fine paste inset with predous stones, and 
the cars with the type of ctoisonoi etumelling which is of early 
Persian ozigUL <^d trinlfgB cgen smother the bones of the 
buded. The majority consist d the small embossed plaques 
which they used to mm their dothes with; many of these display 
gcomedk and fioral mot^ stylized rosettes and palmeties 
beii^ among the most popular of the abstract forms. Animal 
represeotadoDS are even more numerous, and occasionally a 
genre scene appears. The laner are of particular interest for they 
help to throw %ht on the Scythian way of life, our only 
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pictorial records of a musician,’ or of wrestlers locked in 
combat* coming from such sources. The plaques vary in shape 
and size, roundels, scrips and buttons being very common. 

Long narrow bands are somewhat rara, having been used only 
as head/dress decorations. These head^'dresses in their turn vary 
in form from golden and jewelled diadems, open/work circlets 
as much as four inches high, or gold skullcaps mounted on 
leather or red felt, to carved wooden crowns or sculptured 
leather casdes attached, as at Pazirik, to the summit of felt 
hoods. In the poorer tombs similar objects arc for the most part 
made of bronze or iron rather than of gold, yet even then the 
same love of finery is expressed with as much skill and delicacy 
as in the more opulent materials. 

Gold frondeis, generally of Greek workmanship, are often Pbre ao 

found in southern Russia, where bracelets and torques were 
worn by men and women alike. Indeed, a number of these 
bracelets deserve to be included with the finest jewellery of the 
ancient world. In the Caucasus some examples show Acha^ 
menid influence, but in all of them the Scythians* personal 
tastes and interests arc clearly reflected. The gold plaited chains 
and necklaces are no less beautiful than the more massive types Plaws 17, ss 
of jewellery. At Pazirik, primitive neckbands of wood carved 
with free standing figures of st^s and griffins covered in gold/ Plate zi 

foil and mounted on a bronze hoop resemble in style the no less 
barbaric and considerably later circlet from Novochetkask, 
certain details of which in their turn recall the somewhat earlier 
griffins from the Oxus treasure. Ear/rings are found on most of Fip si 

the bodies; the men wore only one whilst women had two. 

Fingcr/rings were universal, and sevaal are often discovered on 
each finger of both hands. Amulets were very popular, varying 
from the animal tooth with m^cal powers and stones ^ 
unusual colours and shapes to Assyrian cylindrical seals. At 
Pazirik silver figurines of horses were worn attached to a belt. 

Shells and beads were scarcer in the Altai than they were 

E 
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amoi^ the poorer nonudr of southern Russia. They are 
generally found there in quite small graves in conjunoion with 
bronze bracelets* cowrie ^ells or amules of rock-crystal, 
cornelian, amber, bone or paste, each of which sometimes 
appears in a gdd oc silvs semcg. 
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Chapter V 


The Art of the Scythian World 

W ITH THE EXCEPTION of the PaziHk felt hangings, 
some of which are monumental in character, the art of 
the nomads working in the Scythian idiom was small iti size 
and essentially decorative in intention, yet practically every 
object which can be associated with any unit in this group of 
people possesses many of the attributes essential to a real work 
of art. Clarity of conception, purity of form, coordination of 
rhythm and balance, and, not least, an undentandir^ and 
respect for the material employed were triumphantly blended 
by the Eurasian nomads to produce a distinctive style. The 
scale on which they worked may have been resiricted, the peep^ 
hole through which they gaaed on the world may have been 
limited in size, yet—within these self-imposed bouridaries— 
the oudook was broad, the eye saw with singular clarity and 
penetration, the mind synthesized with keen lucidity, and the 
hand gave form to the image which had been thus created with 
unerring and effortless skill. 

The life of these pastoral communities was of necessity so 
closely bound up with the animals on which their economy 
was based that die tribesmen developed an acute awareness of 
the beast world and a fat mote profound understanding of it 
than many of us can today realize. This knowledge and the 
imerest which they took in it formed their anisric outlook, 
leading them to evolve an art which is mainly concerned with 
animal forms. The state of development which they had chenv 
selves reached did not allow of the production of objects whose 
sole purpose was to give delight. So detached a concept cannot 
appeal to a primitive people, and indeed most of the great 
civilizations of the past produced their finest works for reasons 
other than a purely zsthetic one. The nomads had little reason to 
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cicftie objects in honour oT gods or tnen. but they had an instinct 
for beauty and the wish to sutround themselves with the ammal 
forms in which they had come to delight. These forms had to 
lend themselves to decorative treatment, fbt die nomad does not 
like an art which is liable to sdmuiate his imagination. Too 
many dread sounds break the stillness of nights spent in the 
open steppe, too many queer mirages appear to mislead a 
tribesman seeking a di&ult track, too many weird fancies take 
possession of him in the londy hours of his life for him ro desire 
the provocative in art. In a nomadic community, imagituaon 
tends to take a road, whereas memory htquently chooses 
self^ecepQOn f« a companion and can often gloss over the 
fearful and unpleasant, to dwell on happy and en^ 

couraging thoughts. 

In a pastoral community the most pleasant memories are 
generally associated with the chase. The excitement of seeking 
out the quarry, the thrill on fits sighting ic^a thrill which is 
often accompanied by a rwii^ of admiration for the victim— 
the successful outcome of the hunt, all this provides material 
for a glorious tale to be recounted to an admiring audience at 
the dose of day. The mote excnii^ details continue to remain 
fresh in the mind loi^ afea the narrative has lost much of its 
savour. Most vividly enduring are the dramatic incidents* the 
mental picture of the moment when the tracked creature, £rst 
sensing the approachir^ dai^er, stops to sniff the air with 
distended nostrils, then bounds away in a wild gallop in search 
of safety, till, at last, struck by the deaihrindicdng arrow, it 
coUapses to the ground, not in an ugly heap as does a dying 
man, but wiih elegance and res^nation. 

Like some of the prehistotic paintings of northern Spain and 
southAvestem France, those which Lamaev discovered in 1940 
in the almost inaccessible g oe g e of Zarautsay in Uzbekistan 
depict hunting scenes.* Paiodi^ of this type were essendally 
magical in inteotioD and their artistic merits are thus lately 
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foRuxcous. Buc in neolithic Siberia, that is to say during the 
third millennium, life/aize figures of animals were often carved in 
bone or wood to serve as decoys. Eding’ found some shaped as 
ducks whilst excavatit^ in the Gocbunovski Bog in the 
Nijneiagil county in the district of Sverdlovsk in Siberia- These 
decoys were at first completely naturalistic in style, but with the 
centuries the naturalism of such works tended to give way to a 
certain stylization. As the refinement in style became more 
marked, so did the symbolism which had been or^inally 
associated with certain beasts and scenes tend to be forgotten. 

Yet the designs which had lost some of their religious meaning 
continued to persist as decotations, surviving partly through 
force of habit, partly because they continued to please. An 
aesthetic element was thus introduced to the field of pictorial 
representation, and this in its turn resulted in the development 
ofa more complex style. With the Scythians it became essentia! 
for animal designs, irrespective of chdr religious significance, to 
please the eye by confronting it with a thoroughly convincii^ 
rendering d its subject and to satisfy memory by producing a 
synthesis of the creature*s fundamental characcerisdcs as seen at 
various moments of its existence. The nomads therefore cried to 
combine in a sir^le rendering all the salient points of the animal 
they were delineating, showir^ it simultaneously in motion, 
wifo its front legs still pounding the air, and at rest, with the 
back legs in a recumbent posture. A motion picture would 
have fulfilled the Scythians* requirements; even a scrip cartoon 
would have delighted them. Indeed, they came nearer to in/ 
venting the btter than did the Sumerians with tlieir cylinder 
seals, though these may well have served as a source of Scythian 
inspiration. 

The nomads achieved considerable success in the difiiculc task 
of showing in a single image the various and ofien incompatible 
poses assumed by a single animal in the course of its life. The 
extended outUnc ofa swiftly moving creature—the flying gallop 
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as it has been called—is a supreme achievement of their art, 
even though the ctcatuie’s bead and fbid^ may be shown 
(xoQtally, whereas the hindquarters may convolute in the op^ 
posite direction so as to tecali the collapse of a stricken beast. 
It is difficult to feel that %uie$ i^this sort—perhaps the nearest 
to pure abstraction evs achieved by representational art—had 
any deeply teligioas meaning attached to them. The images are 
toe redolent of life, too ajulyocal and dispassionate, the grouping 
of the aoimals is too haphazard, the repertory of beasts too wide 
and (he poses too vazied this to be likely. Tradition may well 
have dictated the notify for Scythian an followed defimte forms 
and conventions, but religion cannot have had any influence. 

The nomads reacted to their surroundings with an unusually 
acute sensitivity, and Just as the Eurasian plain vibrated with 
life so, in the hi^ily impressionistic and symbolic lai^uage of 
their art, did they attempt to expr e ss this universal vitality by 
means of ingeniously contrived zoomMphic junctures. An 
extremity of oite animal thus developed into an attribute of 
anodiec. Frankibtt^ suggested that the Scythians might have 
acquired the idea &om the Lurs, but if so the Lurs must thenv 
selves have learnt it from the Hiirites, who delighted in turnup 
the tail one animal into the head of another. The habit of 
fillir^ a vacant space by penmoing part of one creature to turn 
into the disdnguishiog feature ofanocher was ascribed by Minns 
CO a fear or dislike of the void, but it seems more in keepir^ with 
their imagery to interpret k as an inniin ve response to the di verriry 
and versacilicy of nature. The idea of experimeuting in this way 
may have reached the Scythians direct from the Hittites, for the 
princely burials which Kufnn excavated at Ttialed,^ a hundred 
miles oc so from Tiflis, produced quaiuities of gold and silver 
objects, many of which show defuuce s^ns of Hittite origin. 
Other finds of the same type, almost as rich, were found by 
Pietzovskys at Kirov Han in Annenia. They must in con^ 
sequence have been impelled direa ^m Aria Minor. 
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Most of the animals which appear in Scythian ait played aa 
impoctant part in the arts of the civilizations which Hourished 
in Egypt and the Ancient Orient from the fbunh millennium 
onwards. Though some forms or^nated in one area, some in 
another, they spread throughout the civilized world of the time 
and became familiar all over it. Animals of every son, whether 
real or imaginary, were thus depiaed by artists of every race, 
though in the style proper to each region. In the Middle East 
the representations remained strongly nacuraUsdc till well into 
the Sumerian age, when heraldic compositions began to appear. 

Among the most popular of the new motifs was a group of 

three figures, consisting cither of a human being, a tree, or an 

animal Hanked by heraldic beasts. The central figure Hist 

represented the god Gilgamesh and the beasts the power of 

darkness with which he was in eternal strife, but ihe Scythians 

transformed him into the Great Goddess and the animals into Fq. tS 

her attendants. Hunting scenes came into prominence in 

central Asia at much the same date. Fabulous beasts made 

their entry gradually, but from about 3000 fi.e. their curious 

shapes figure Hamboyantly in the art of Mesopoumia. In the 

second millenmum fierce lions with scowling faces came to 

guard the entrances to the citadels, palaces and temples of the 

Hicdie empire. Creatures of every son kept a constant watch on 

the monuments erected by the Assyrians, and at the magnificent 

palace of Persepolis winged lions attacking oxen prodaimed 

the importance of strength from the political as well as the 

religious point of view. On the south/eastern fringe of Burasxa 

griffins of both the lion*' and the eagle^headed varieties kept 

constant, if less spectacular guard over the valuable gold 

deposits of Siberia and Tibet 

By this time northern Syria, Upper Mesopotamia, most of 
Anatolia, the whole of the Armeno/Caucasian area and much 
of Persia formed a single cultural unit. Attempts to trace 
the source of the anim^ style in Scythian ait have proved 
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unrewarding, for the tracks are ouoierous and lead in many 
directions. Thus RonovezelT looked to central Asia &r the 
origins of the style, Tal^ren to Russian Turkestan, Borovka co 
nonhem Siberia, Schmidt to the Andeoc Orient and £bett to 
Ionia and the coast of the Black Sea. In actual fact Scythian art 
is a compound elements pertaining co all these regions built 
round a distina core of its owtL 

In the Caucasus an animal art in a style of its own had 
evolved long before the Scythians appeared in the area. The 
royal tombs at Maikop dace from the third millennium, but it 
is there that gold plaques first appear as trimmii^ foe clothes. 
Its vodve bronze statuettes of bulls and stags are in a style which 
CO some enem affected the earliest examples of animal art so far 
discovered in Anatolia, in the pre^Hicche works from Ala^a 
Hiiyiik. Fcankfon^ drew attention to their influence on the 
copper statuettes c/bnils found ihoe, and Vieyra? suggests that 
these Maikop characteristics may have been brought to the 
c^ion by people who migraied to Anaioliairom the Caucasus. 
P^gotc* is no less conscious of the link. But Maikop was not 
an isolated achievement. The last thirty years have produced 
a good deal of evidence to show that netal^'wccken were 
established at many points in the Caucasus from the early bconze 
age onwards. Kufbn found clear proi^ of this both at Trialeti 
and at Kirov Han, and Gobedjishvilj uncovered the remains 
of important metal woikii^, as well as workshops concainii^ 
moulds and c-agings dating &om the second millenRium fi.e., 
close to the village of Gebr on the upper Riom river in the 
Caucasus.9 The Maikop objects must have been produced by a 
similar group of maal«w«keTS, and in each case the craftsman^ 
ship is so accomplished and the style so evolved (hat it is evident 
that these works must have had a loi^ line of forebears behind 
them. Yet their ancestors defy idenrifearion, though all con/ 
cributed In fmnit^ the an the Eurasian nomads. 

Scythian metal/work also shows distinct traces of having 
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evolved from wood or bone carving, and some scholars have 
therefore sought for its ot^n north of the Eurasian plain, 
among the Eskimo carvers from the shores of the While Sea 
and the Sea of Bering. * ® In that case the first tentative carvings 
of the northerners must have undergone a long process of evolu^ 
don in Siberia and the Caucasus before they developed into 
the stylized and elaborate forms preserved in the Scythian 
hors« bits and cheek^pieces, where this native style survives in 
its purest form. 

The impact of the Middle East resulted in the inclusion of a 
number of new animal scenes in Caucasian art. After the eighth 
century B.C., by which time the Assyrians had subjected the 
Syrians and Phcenicians, the oriental influence became more 
marked. Then the Scythian advance across Asia brought the 
Caucasian area into couch with Egypt and statuenes of the 
god Bess penetrated to western Siberia,* < and to Kiev and its 
neighbourhood, whilst the locus appeared at Pazirik.^^ 

Of all the many elements which made themselves felt in 
Scythian art the strongest was perhaps the Ionian. It penc> 
crated to Eurasia from several directions. In the first instance it 
reached chc nomads from Persia, where Ionian workmen were 
employed on building Darius’ great palace ac Susa,*^ but ic 
was also brought direa from Ionia by the merchants trading 
with the towns on the eastern shores of the Black Sea and it was 
in addition disseminated throughout southern Russia by the 
Greek artisR working at Panticapaeum and ac other points in 
the northern Ponrus. The Scythians delighted in the elegance of 
Ionian arc, but they were equally alive to the beauty and opU/' 
lence of Persian art, savouri:^ its grandeur and dignity. 

The earliest known Scythian tombs ace contemporary in date 
with the Scythians’ military successes in the Middle East and in 
consequence the majority are situated in the eastern extremity of 
the European section of the plain. Close to them in date are 
some of the south Russian mounds. Three of the earliest burials, 
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ihosc ofKosttoinskaTa Stankza, Kelennes in the Kuban, the 
Melgunov barrow in southern Russia, and a hoard discovered 
iiiAj recendy in Sakiz in Uranu, oq the probable sice 
of the Scythians' first capital, ^ are of paidculai importance. 
Ghiishman has been able to ass%ri the Sakiz finds co che years 
1-^8 B.C. on che basis of det^ of costume, but the burials 
are mote difficult to place. The Melgunov banows are generally 
accepted as belonging to the second half of che sixth century 
6.C., but chae i$ dis^reemenc over the dating of the Kelcrmes 
and Kostroimkaya burials. Thus Rostovtzeff ascribed them to 
the sixth century, whereas Borovka and other Soviet authorities 
date them to the seventh. Whatever the dating, it is significant 
that (he Scythian style already appears fully developed in all 
four sices, and the discovery of earlier burials, belonging co the 
Scythian period of obscurity, must be awaited before the evolu^ 
cion ot their art can be traced with any detail 
The objects found in these four sites reHeci Persian inRuence. 
A sword sheaih hom Mdgunov^ i shows the successful fusion 
of the native and Assyrian elements, for the sword itself is 
Persian in shape, and the deccxadons on the sheath also display 
strong AssyrevPersian trends. The main design thus consists of 
a row of Porian^looking winged quadrupeds, alternately 
humane and lion^headed, advanciog with drawn bows. Their 
wings are, however, essentially Scythian, ibr instead of being 
formed of feathers, they consist of fish which maintain thecn^ 
selves in posicioQ by dingmg with their teeih to the bowmen's 
shoulders. Tlte latter do not seem co suffer fh>m chls very early 
and unusuaDy savage example of zoomorphic juncture. 
Another Middle^Eascem element consists in che indication of 
(he muscles on the aearures' 1^ by dot and comma markings. 
This detail reappears constantly in the animal an of the ancient 
world. It is to be seen on many Peman sculptures of early dace 
as well as on the woven strip of material of Persian origin dis^ 
playing lions found at PaziriL It appears too at Ala^a 
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H(5yiik,‘® and it is impossible to determine whether the 
Scythiam adopted the markings from the later Hiuites or from 
the Persians, or to discover where else the markings originated. 

Another Persian motif decorates the hilt of the same sheath, in 
this case a representation of an Assyrian altar set between rwo 
trees. This again bears some resemblance to the altar shown on 
the second woven Persian fragment (bund at Pazirik, but in 
contrast the side projection to the sheath is adorned with the 
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beautifully modelled figure of a recumbent stag, which often 
serves as the hall-mark of Scythian workmanship. 

Persian influence is again reflected in the goId>*work from 
Kelermes. A sword sheath from this burial is welhmgh 
identical with the Melgunov example. Quite outstanding is the 
figure of a leopard from the centre of a round shield, having Plate 9 

enamel inlay of the Persian type applied to it; a gold diadem 
and other pieces of jewellery have b^n found similarly adorned. 

A symboHc axe was cove^ with gold decorations primarily 
Scythian in character. Its handle displays the flgurei of various 
recumbent animals disposed in rows, though the projecting end 
of the axe is rather more Persian in style. By it lay a silver mirror 
of the finest Ionian workmanship, its decoradons consisting of 
various animals, centaurs and monsters. A dish showing the 
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Great Cod<}ess was another notable find. 

The Kostroouka ja barrow is dku^ukhed by some unusual 
fearures of coutrccoon, but it is piiinaiily noted for the import 
tance of its concerns. In it, amot% other nugniiicem objects, 
were found an iron scale hauberk with shoulder scales of 
rUw i i copper and. loveliest of all. the gold figiue o( a recumbent stag, 

which is one of the glories of Scythian arc. 

At Saki 2>7 some purely Assyrian pieces c/jewellery and 
pUte were found beside some oustanding examples of early 
Scythian workmanship. The lana include a gold sword sheath 
decorated with ibex heads and somewhat coarse human heads, 
a gold plague with lynx heads altemaing with the figuxes of 
recumbent ibexes and ScythiiD>’Iooking sugs, and. most 
exciting of all. a Urge silver dish, measuring some fourteen 
inches in diameter. It was entirely covered with decoration, the 
main patienu being disposed in rows or contained within corv 
centric bands. One band enclosed a row of crouching creatures 
facing to the left, whilst another had a row of hares looking in 
the opposite directioo and yet another displayed animal heads 
likewise facing to the right. The disposition of creatures or 
people moving in opposite directions recalls the design of the 
pile carpet found at Pazirik, where the horsemen and stags 
advance in such a ounner. On Mesopotamian seats dating 
from ) joo-jooo B.C. bands ^ animals are sometimes showu 
walking in opposite ways.** The idea was never canted any 
further there, nor docs it appear in Persian sculpture, but it can 
Pii. 55 be seen in embryo on the famous silver vase from Maikop,'s 

where one bull stands with his back Co the others, and on a 
silver mug ot much the same dace from Trialed,** where the 
decotadon Is divided into two horizontal bands. The lower 
secdon shows stags waUdi^ in single file &om right Co left 
whilsc, in che upper, a chieftain seated on a throne beside a holy 
tree Hanked by sacrificial animaU watches a procession of 
tweneyKhree half/animal, hal&human, Hitdte/looking creatures 
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which approach from (he left The idea rcachet full develops 

menc as a decorative device only in Scythian mecalAVork; an 

early example is the Sakiz dish, a late one the Chertomlyk Fti i$ 

cauldron, where the two central goavshaped handles face in 

opposite ways. Rudenko assigns (he Paairik carpet to a Persian 
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workshop, but since the disposition of ics decoradon seems more 
characteriscic of Scythia, it may have been made to the express 
order of a Pazirik chlef^n. The appearance (wo centuries 
earlier, at Sakiz, of a sitxvilar decorative arrangement seems to 
suggest that designs consisting of creatures moving in opposite 
ways within enclosed bands are of Scythian odgin. 
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Among the decmuiom on die Saldz dish are some which 
resemble creatures fbund at Kelecmes and Me^unov. Thus, 
with but one notable exception, all the most characcerutic 
motifs of Scythian art are already found in theis fully developed 
form at the fotor earliest sites which can be associated with the 
Scythians. The exception consists of scenes showing one or 
more animals anacking another animal, for the fish^ing of 
the Melgunov sheath repcesencs a zoomorphic juncture and not 
a combat scene. 

The most characcedsdc sic^ motif Jn Scythian art is pro^ 
vided by the sug. Originally an object ^ worship among 
Siberian tribesmen, it had probably lost much of its earlier 
religious significance by Scythian times, but it is mote than 
likely that the belief dial stags tzansported the souls of the dead 
to the world beyond* > was soil generally current In Eurasia 
throughout the first millennium. It persisted with the Buriats 
undl quite recendy. This probably accounts for the stag’s 
presence on hincrary objects, and may help to explain die 
antlered hmse^masks found at Paziiik. where the mourners 
may well have hoped to speed the journey of their dead by 
endowing the horses, through the intermediary of the head*' 
dresses, with the additiorsal swiftness of a stag or a bird. The 
stag motifs decoratir^ the coffin from Mound 2 at Pazlrik are 
portrayed with great realism, and it is perhaps significant chat 
they are shown ruonlng, whereas those which appear on objects 
unconnected with the funeral are often shown at rest, and are so 
strongly stylized that it is difficult to feel that they were intended 
for any purpose but that o( decoration. The finest gold figures 
of sugs are of relatively eariy date. The larger ones often formed 
the ccntre/pieces of shields and are usually of moulded gold. 

The beautiful stag fiom Kostromskaya Stanicza dates from 
the seventh «sixth century B.C. It is in a recumbent position, 
with its legs tucked beneath it so that the undemeaths of its 
hooves are visible. Though triang ular in shape, they are not 
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exaggencedly so. ind although the stag is lying, or rathci 
crouching, its head is raised so that its antlm rest along Its back. 

I» neck is extended as chough it were moving at $p^, like a 
greac glider eravclling into the face of the wind, the sensitive, 
twitching nostril seetniog to provide cnodve power. The eye is 
round, the expression one of apprehension, the muscles of the 
neck and body so taut that, although (he animal is shown at 
rest, it gives an impression of rapid, easy motion. This stag is a 
superb example of a type which recurs with small variations on 
divers objects oi diffoent sizes and dates. 

Another important, if not quite so satisfying example comes Pla» n 
from Kul Oba in the Crimea. It is (o be dared to the middle of 
the fourth century B.C., and this comparatively late dating Is 
borne cue by nylisuc coosidcratioos, for although the stag itself 
is beaudfuUy modelled, comparison with the Kostromskaya 
version reveals something slightly mechanical in the treat/ 
mem of the anders. In this case the stylization is monotonous, 
the ear almost unrecognizable, the eye somevdiat clumsy 
and the upturned feet ex^gccatedly pointed. These features 
suggest an urban metahworker's rather than a nomad's hand. 

The filling in of the blaidc spaces on the body with smaller 
animal forms is ^ain a pseudomooudic rather than a purely 
Scythian device. The Vetiersfeld* * fish, which is almost con/ 

(emporaxy in dace, being no earlier than the first decades of the 

fifth century B.C., is no less splendidly modelled than the Kul 

Oba stag and is similarly marred by die incoc^ruous insertion 

on iu body of various scenes and animals which, though skU/ 

fully executed, are extraneous to the design. Both objects must 

have come from the same workshop, and it is tempdng to 

assign them to a Creek from Olbia who had failed to dis/ 

tinguish between a zoooiotphic juncture, which serves to 

complement a design, and this type of filling in, which breaks 

its unity. The edeidsm Is not applic^le to the splendid bronze Phu s 

standard of the sixth century B.c. &om Mound i at Ulski. 
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Here the des^ is so highly stylized that the znimal forms which 
went to its makmg have lost thdi identity m the geometry of the 
pattern, which serves as a frame lot the little heraldic stag set 
in the space (efi blank to receive u. 

A magnificent gold stag fiom Tapioszentourton in Hungary 
shows a greater purity of coocepdor) than does the Kul Oba 
example. It comes closer to the Kostiomskaya stag] from which 
it is clearly descended. The limbs are outlined with delicate 
granulaiioru, the legs clearly indicated; its feet are carefully 
shaped, with the hooves soil rumed upwards. Originally the 
eye.'sodtea and ear>hoics were filled with enamel, suggesting 
Persian InfiuetKe, yet this is probably once again a Greek work, 
for granulations of this type are not typical of Scythian work/ 
nunship. The stag is of comparatively early dace, certainly nor 
later than the fifth century or so B.c. 

Figures of fish are faidy common, though they are more fre/ 
queue In Siberia than in Scythia. In the Near East fish were 
invested with religious significance and in die Caucasus they 
survived in legends, and retained a certain symbolic meaning 
till well into Christian nmes. Large Hguru of fish hewn out of 
stone, called vishaps, are still to be found on high vantage 
points in Armenia, where they were probably installed for 
ritualistic purposes as a dme whffi they personified the weather 
god.*s In Scythian art they arc characteristic of die archaic 
period. At Pazuik they appear quite i^uendy, and one was 
included In the des^ns tanooed on the Mongoloid chlduln's 
leg. 

The use cf coloured inlay was a device which had been 
resorted to as far back as the days of Ur's magnificence, but 
nowhere in the ancient world was it more splendidly or lavishly 
applied than to Achxmenid Persia. The Scy^iaos must 
have leamr this delicate technique &om Persia, for objects of but 
slightly earlier date fiom Sibe^ arc generally still adorned with 
inset stones rather chan with enimd. The Scythian fondness 
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foe inlay was especially marked during dte eaiUer yeais of 
thric ascendancy and there is so indicarios chat the kindred 
tribes ever used this difficult and expensive form of decoration. 

A beautiful, early example of inlay is afforded by the gold 

leopard found at Kelermes which is modelled with the ume PUu 9 

subtle Ibrcefulness as the virtually coritemporary stag from 

Koscromskaya. A liking for inlay was not coniined to the 

Kuban. From Alcin Oba in the Crimea, comes an exquisite 

ffgurine of sixth to ffffh century dace of a lioness in cast bronze. 

It is covered with gold foil, and the central portion of its body is PU» se 

formed of tiny, vertical gold partitions filled with inlay. Here 
again, as in the Kelermes leopard, the creature's roes and cheeks 
are marked by chasing. 

Sii^le animal figures such as these are the masterpieces c£ 

Scythian art, but composicioos showing one or more creatures 
linked in combat are scarcely less characteristic or lovdy. The 
motif, itself of great anciquiry, became very popular in Scydua, 
but nowhere was it expressed with such (^our as in the Altai. 

An early, essenciaUy Scythian version as opposed to an Altaian 

one, comes from The Seven Brocbm Barrow in the Kuban, 

where a wooden rbyton of the early fifth century b.c. was 

decorated with font gold plaques. Each one shows a bird of 

prey or a carnivorous animal anackii^ a heduvorous one. On 

the plaque iUuscraced here a willed lion is seen attacking a PWi? 

mountain goat; its claws have seared the victim's Rank as it 

takes a biu out of io back, yet the goat sits erect and impassive. 

Only the agonized expression eye gives any indication of 
the pain it is enduring. 

A splendid gold stag from Zoidhalompuszu in Hungary PUk it 
seems to belong to the same group of designs as The Seven 
Brothers plaque, for the creature's terrified expression and the 
imptession of imminent Right so sensitively conveyed by its 
raised leg surely indicate that, in its ot^pnal state, the sug was 
shown being pursued by some beast of prey. Once again the 
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limbs and muscles arc powerfully modelled, and nocwich^ 
standing the hlnc at motion, the creature is still shown m a 
static position. This almost passive attitude links it to the vlcy 
tims on The Seven Brothers' rhyton. Nevertheless, the granula.^ 
lions on the stag's legs and tail, the curious scallop'^like pattern 
outlining the base of its neck, and the insertion of a bird's head 
at the base of the antlers, point to Greek induence. These 
details link ic to the Kul Oba stag and preclude an earlier 
dating than the fifth century fi.c. 



/f Dtti^ /nxn 4 seiiU'^oih from hSpuni i, Puir^. 
Vt. B.C. Motti If X in. 


The Pazirik people handled the same motif rather differently 
from the Scythians. It recurs constantly on their objects, fornv 
icig the main decoration for articles of every type, yet never 
becoming dull or repetitive. One version, but only one, is static 
in character, showing two animals of the same species, one a 
lion/headed griffin and the other an eaglo'headed one, which 
are thus both of equal rank, confronting each other. This is not 
properly speaking a combat scen^ it is either a symbolic 
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composition, the meaning oT which is now lost to us, ot a 
purely decorative design. A semiotic versioD from a saddle 
from Mound 2 or Pazirtk is also doc exoedy a combat scene. By 
presenting on eagle or crested griffin tnumphandy erect as it 
digs its claws into the palpicodrig body of a conquered stag, it 
raters the moment of victory rather than a stage in the fight. 
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Another saddlecloth from the same mound records ihe 
moment of impact rather than that of achievement. It shows a 
U|;er landing Vi^ all four feet on the body of a mountain goat. 
As the creature collapses under the attack, with its front legs 
bent beneath its chest, its rump turned outwards and its hit^ 
legs uselessly extended, the tiger digs its fangs into the quivering 
Resh. Although the design is carried out in appliqu^ fUc, 
leather and gold foil cutcurs, all but the last of which ate 
materials lacking in glamour, an asionulnng emotional and 
rhythmic elTecc has been achieved, the stylized handling of the 
animals* bodies preserving (heir essential anatomical character/ 
istics intact, whilst the rounded lines of the composition justify 
H^anh*s faith in the beauty of the curved line. 

No less rhythmic is the scene from a saddle/doch found in 
Mound I at Pazirik showing a tiger pursuing a stag. In this 
version the tiger has sprung to attack, but has not as yet 
wounded his prey. Both animals are locked in Rght as they 
hurtle through the air. their bodies intertwined in an altogether 
impossible manner which nevertheless succeeds admirably in 
evoking several phases of the Rght. Each has its rump turned 
outward in a way which is wholly contrary to nature, but 
which is nevertheless thoroughly convincing. The combat 
scenes tattooed on the body of the Mongoloid chief from 
Mound 1 at Pazirik, chough equally fantastic, depicting ani/ 
maU completely unreal, with attributes so improbable that 
veracity retires defeated from the Reid, seem no less authentic 
than the scenes involving actual animals. The extraordinarily 
powerful impression of rapid, almost frenzied modon and force 
created by these Pazirik designs has seldom been surpassed in 
drawing. Their popularity persisted in Asia well into this era. 
A m^nificenc woollen carpet, quilted and adorned with 
appliqu^ work, found beneath the coffin of a first century a.D. 
Hunnic chieftain burled at Noin Ula in northern Mongolia, 
includes in its border the scene of a griffin attackir^ a stag >5 
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shows that the mastciy persisted throughout ma n y 
centuries. 

A most unusual combat scene of quite czceprional interest 
decorated a wall^hanging found in Mound $ at Pazirik. The 
hanging originally measured a little over a yard in lengthy with 
the scene forming a frieze aloc^ it. Both the combat scene and 
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the border round it were executed in coloured felt appliqu^. 
the combatants appearing on a white ground. The right/hand 
figure has survived almost intact. Half^man, half'lion, it might 
well have stepped from the world of the Himtes, but Rude^o 
links it with ^e sphinx, even though the &ce with its black 
mousrache points to Assyria rather than to Egypt or Eurasia. 
Its pale blue lion/Ukc b^y is studded with ^wn rosettes. 
It stands upright on lion feet which have large claws chat 
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provide a parallel to chose bebngxng to one of the creatures 
tattooed on the dead chieftain's back. Its bng tail is el^antly 
tucked between its legs, to swing ouc at the level of its chest 
in a cluster of leaf*'like terminals. A wing rises from the centre 
of its back, its side feathers forming S^shaped sguiggles not 
altogether unlike those used to indicate the antlers belongit^ to 
the Kostromskaya stag. Its hands are extended and the newly 
completed restorations of the fragments'^ show chat they are 
directed at attacking a biid^like figure with a somewhat human 
face, crowned by either andets or a laige crest. But the most 
interesting feature of the composition is perhaps to be found 
in the magnificent anders which tower above the head of the 
first combatant. The scene is assuredly imbued with some deep 
mysucal meaning. 

When this figure is considered in conjunction with the in/ 
numerable represenudons of anders and horns which appear 
in the art of the Eurasian nomads it becomes abundantly clear 
that anders played a most important part in the religious rituals 
of a number of vastly different peoples throughout many 
millennia of the prehistoric age. Salmony'? has in fact traced 
their sporadic appearance as a religious emblem as far west as 
the cave of Les Trois Fr^ at Moncesquieu/Avant^ in France, 
where (hey are found on a carved and painted figure of a half/ 
liuman, half/animal creature. The Hunter's Camp at Star 
Can in Yorkshire produced several sets of antlers which had 
quite obviously figured in ritual observances, and antlers had 
already appeared with much the same purpose in early Hicdte 
an. Nowhete, however, was their symbolic use more wide/ 
spread than in the eastern section of the Eurasian plain. The 
emblem is especially characteristic of Scythian art. There it 
frequently retained much of its original symbolic meaning, but 
at the same time, the happy/go/lucky nomads, r^ardless of 
whether they belonged to a purely Scythian or a kindred tribe, 
did not hesitate ofters to subjea the once eodiely saaed andet 
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pattern (ocheirinnateloveoTaitiscry. Tbetrpaasionfor decoradon 

was thus responsible for the fine and unusually well/balanced 

design preserved on a bronxe horse froodet of the fourth Plate a 

century B.c. cocnii^ from the Kuban. In this weU^hougboouc 

composition the cemial modf consists o[ the side view of a 

$tag*s bead framed in a frontal, syounecrical arrangement of 

antlers. This main panem is Banked on one side hj the zoo^ 

morphicalty joined heads of three birds and on the other by 

a stag's head, set this time at right angles to the central des^ 

so that the antlers counterbalance the birds' heads. The result/ 

ing pattern is strikingly decorative and comes very close to 

abstract art. 

If any real advance is to be made in our understanding of the 
outlook and beliefs of the Asiatic peoples of the first millennium 
B.C.. the antler problem will have to be solved. It canles the 
searcher right into China, to the province of the Hurun, where 
a small group of carved wooden human and animal figures, 
all of fhecn adorned with antlers, were discovered at Ch'ang/ 
sha, in a group of tombs exposed during building operations. 

One of these figures—a human head with a protruding tongue PUte j i 

is now preserv^ in the British Museum; all o (them have been 

fully published by Salmony. In trying to establish the signifi/ 

cance of the antlo emblem, Salmony'* came across a reference 

in the Shan Hai Chii^ text, parts of which date back to Han 

times, to creatures havit^ animal bodies and hutnao faces 

topped with antlers or horns, which may perhaps represent 

variants of the Pihsieh, a mythical, antlered crearure resembllt^ 

a stag, capable of averting the evil eye, mentioned in a legend 

from nor^ China. lu this connection Salmony reminds his 

readers that the Buddhists included eleven deer symbols in 

their earliest legends, chat the Tibetans, and untif quite recent 

times the Shamans of Siberia, retained the use of anders In their 

ceremonial robes, and that antlers also played some part in the 

life of Celtic Ireland and medieval Bi^land and Scandinavia. 
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The use of antlers ac Ch'ang^sha must assuredly be ascribed 
ro nomadic influence. Salmony recognizes chat, in Eurasia, 
(he sug cuU was indigenous and dates back into prehistory, 
and ic is thus not without significance (bat the Chinese his^ 
lorians mentioned by Salmony described the inhabitants of the 
Hunan during the latter half of (he first millennium B.c. as 
‘semi^Barbaric* and affirmed that they differed radically from 
the people in the lesc of China. No antler^'crowned figures 
have as yet been found anywhere else in China excepting the 
Hunan, and all those which have so far been discovered date 
from the fourth to the third centuries B.c., the very period when 
the Asiatic, or ac any rate the Altaian nomads were at the 
height of their prosperity. The antlers on one of the Ch'ang/sha 
figures, (hat of a double''headed animal now in the Cox 
collection at Washington, like so many objects found ac Pazirik 
and Katanda, were made of bark, and 6 is seems to confirm 
that the objects were produced under nomadic influence and 
that (he clue to the antler problem is to be sought in Siberia. 

The nomads decorated their harness with both animal and 
geometric designs. Every variety of animal appears on them, 
(hough stags and eagles are perhaps most numerous. Antler 
designs, geometric and floral motifs, birds* heads surmounted 
with cocks' combs, griffins with features of a suslik appear in 
low and high relief, in silhouette or cut/out, and occasionally 
in die round. Feline creatures are to be numbered among the 
most charming works, many a one recalling the opening lines of 
Plate i9 Pushkin’s poem, Rurlan and Ludmilla, where; 

A green oak stands on the water brink. 

With a golden chain it is bound. 

A salient cat on each winding link 
Day and night goes round and round; 

When he goes to the right, a song he sings; 

To the left, a tale he brings. 
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Thfi bone carvings reflect the native style more clearly perhaps 
than ^does the metabwotk. The heads ^ a lam frotn Kelermes Plate 

and of a fierce beast* probably a wolf, from the Black Moun/ Plate 34 

tains of the Orenburg distria show how little change was 
necessary to adapt the technique of carving, whether in bone 
or wood, to that of working in metal. The Pazirik people 
were fond of covering chdr wood carvings with beaten gold or 
lead foil, but even when working in plain wood, they produced 
works which are veritable masterpieces of their kind, such as 
for example the head d a moo ntain goat or the head of an ibex. PUen $ t, 44 

Whatever the scale, the flgura remain beautifully proportioned, 
and the less costly materia] is as skilfully and considerately 
treated as the most precious, to that objects in bronze are 
artistically in no way inferior to those in gold, nor are designs 
made of frU any less satisfactory than those produced in wood. 

In Persia the skill survived into this century and the figure of an 
ibex which I once uw, made of dried figs by a Turki nomad 
camping near Shapur some eweoty yean ago. must surely stand 
as the last in a long line of animal forms produced by Asiatic 
nomads. 

In Scythian times figures of stags, ibexes, bulls or tome other 
animal, with their Am gathered together on a knob were made 
in the round to serve as pole tops or furniture terminals. The PUm 57-9 
form is oflen associated with the Scythians, but it is of far 
greater antiquiry. having already appeared on Amnuhlan 
ivory combs of the fbur^ millennium.* f It is curious chat 
although the horse played an all/important pan in the daily 
lives of the nomads, ic seldom figures 10 rheii art. An early 
example occurs on the silver vessel from Maikop and horses 
continue to appear here and there throughout the cemuries. 

They were popular at Kelermes, and figure on the vessels 
which the Greeks made for the Scythians, and they are found 
occasionally at Pazirik, where they sometimes appear as amulen. 

The nomads saw everything as a pattern, a^ they found it 
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no more dil^cult co rum an animal shap« into a geometric form 
than CO craasfoim a partem into an animal attribute. So, for 
example, a spirited ram from a saddlecloth in Mound x at 
Ftp. 6$, Pazirik has the curly tuff round Its head made from a pattern 
which may well have been derived from an axe^head. The same 
motif appears in its proper chaiacier on a horse’s laiUheath 
from the same mound. 

The impact which all these animal forms make on the mind 
is extremely sharp. The rich variety of the creatures themselves 
is no less impressive than the diverse aspects in which they 
appar. Real and imaginary, probable and altogether unlikely 
beasts jostle and confront each other, intertwine and intermix 
with such exuberant abandonment and venom that a new, 
unexpected and unexpbred world urtfolds before us. As we 
venture into thU strange land, a taut muscle here, a frightened 
eye beyot)d, a magniftcem antler ahead, all conspire co render 
the scene familiar and real, reviving a memory carelessly noted 
during the chase and quickly forgotten in its excitement. Inters 
spmed in the background are solar symbols and geometric 
patterns disposed with consummate artistry. 

At Pazirik the love of decoration expressed itself at every 
turn. Arrows, whose lot it was to ^y but once through the keen 
air, were painted with meanders and spirals as elegant as any 
which appear on objects intended for more frequent use. 
Straps of every sort were embellished with open-work patterns 
Fii- 34 cut in diamonds, stars, hearts, crosses, rosettes, palmettes, lotus 

flov/ersaad petal moti^. The saddle-cloths have the quality of 
splendid carpets. The human form alone plays a very small pan 
in this art. In Scythia the majority of the human figures were 
produced by Greek artists living close ac hand and they never 
seem to have inspired the Scythians to emulate them. Occasion¬ 
ally, more as a joke and rather in the manner of a Romanesque 
grotesque, both in Scythia and at Pazirik a face would be 
carved on some oroamenc, but the designer’s heart was seldom 
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iQ the work, and ac Pasdrik, the man carving a &ce on a wooden 
cassel was unable to re&isc eke temptation of turnir^ the top of 
k$ head into a palmette. Yet the Eurasians could have produced 
human forms had they wished to do so. This is evident from 
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the creature, already discussed, on one of the Paziiik wall/ fU- 

hac^ngs. for although anatomically it is mote than half ammal, 
spiritually it is altogether human. There is nothing bestial or 
primitive about it, and the impression it leaves is one of 
sophisdeation and elegance. 

A hanging of a devotional character, likewise from Pazirik, 


173 


The Scythians 


provides i further example of the skill with which the nomads 
designed human represeiuadoru. The textile measures some 
four yards by six» the desigu being repeated on it twice; k 
is carried our in coloured felts on an olT>white felt ground. 

Pbue 30 The scene represents the Great Goddess seated on a throne of 
clearly local make since its turned legs closely resemble some 
found on furniture placed in the actual burials. However, the 
deity wears a robe more closely resembling a Chinese dress than 
an Altaian costume, nor do the rider's clothes or his features 
correspond to those of the nomads. The curious candelabra^ 
like standard belonging to the goddess ii, however, derived 
from an antler pattern, and the hanging is without doubt local 
both in manufaauie and inspiration. 

The profusion of decorated objects, whether of Scythian or 
Altaian origin, far surpasses, ac any rate in quantity, anything 
produced by any ancient group of people of eq ui valent si ze. For 
this reason, quite apart from stylistic considerations and 
archaeological evidence, it is evident that the work was carried 
out by the nomads themselves in the course of their daily life 
and not, as is sometimes suggested, by professional craftsmen 
working to their order in the more readily accessible urban 
centres. The Chinese writers noticed chat among the Oikhan 
vassals of the Hum "the women embroider in silk on leather 
and weave woollen stuffs; the men ntake bows and arrows, 
saddles and bridles, mould gold and iron for arms". Much 
the same division of labour probably held good in Eurasia and 
(he Pazirik finds show that almost every member of the tribe 
must have been skilled ac some form of handivrork. Looking at 
their creations after a lapse of over two thousand years it seems 
difficult to deny them the title of artists. Yet critics such as 
David Sinor) ^ consider their contribution to ait Very modest* 
when compared to ‘the achievements of European, Chinese 
and Indian art*. This opinion is surely based on a false premise, 
since the Scythian and kindred tribes did not create a culture. 
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but merely a style in a«. It would be fairer to contrast their 
achievemems with those of the Phceniciam, Etruscans or any 
other similar small and short-lived racial unit rather than to set 
them beside the great civilizations which were built up over 
centuries by a great body of people linked by national and 
religious ties. 
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The Scythian contribution to the world^s store of master^ 
pieces is far from negligible. Some of their metal-work is of 
perennial worth and certain of their single animal designs, such 
as the Kelermes leopard, the lion from a Pazirik wall-hanging PUte 9 

or the lion from a Pazirik saddle-cloth can stand comparison ^ is 

with Picasso*$ illustrations ro Buffbn or with the animal draw¬ 
ings of any school of art. Though they did not enrich the world 
with any monumental works, the Scythians formed a bridge 
between (he ancient world and Slavonic Russia, and they left 
behind them a style that influenced the development of several 
branches of European art. In addition, they succeeded in 
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creating a vcricable people's art. This is a rare achievement. 
Unlike a craft, which is in the main the product of skilled but 
not especially vital professionals, and unlike a folk art, which is 
maintained by able but unimaginative traditionalists, a people's 
an is conceived and practised by an entire community. It has 
been given to few groups of people to evolve an art of this type. 
That the Scythian and kindred tribesmen succeeded in doing 
SO is shown by the objects which they cook with them to their 
graves. 
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Chapter VI 


The Scythian Legacy 

T he Scythians vanished from chc pages of history 
as abruptly as they had eotered; ic was as though they had 
fallen into a deep welt for though they theimelves disappeared, 
very considerable ripples were left behind them. These spread 
over much of Europe, but it is scarcely surprising that the most 
profound of them formed over Russia, where their Huid out/ 
lines were occasionally visible even in the present century. They 
survived most clearly in the peasaru art, noubly in embroideries, 
wood carvings, and in the pottery and toys which the peasants 
made for their own use on lines which often show liule change 
from pagan times. 

Far too scant attention has been paid to the history of the 
pagan Slavs who replaced she Scythians and Sarmatians in the 
European section of the Eurasian plain, and who succeeded in 
establishing thete the foundations of (he state which was 
eventually to play its part in history as the Russia of the 
Tsars. The centuries during which the country was gradually 
becoming uiufed and her culture was slowly evolving were 
hazardous and turbulent, for the inhabitants of southern Russia 
were in constant danger of auack from various nomadic tribes 
living to the east of them, who were gradually being forced 
westward from central or even from farther Asia. 

After the Scythian collapse and the rise to power of the 
Sarmadans, life had marked time for a span; then, by about the 
second century A.D., trade within the country had revived. The 
impetus had come from the Sarmatians who, perhaps as a result 
of their eastern origin, shared the Siberian people's love of 
brilliant, scintilladng colours and the Scythians* predilection 
for animal forms and precious materials, but who, at the same 
time, lacked the skill to satisfy these tastes. They were perforce 
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obliged to turn lo the Greek craftsmen of the northern Pomus 
for v-^hai they needed. In most eases, however, Hellenism 
reached them in a Scythian guise, that is to say, it implied for 
them rich/looking ornaments and luxurious jewels. Of a 
different temperament from the Scythians, with a less keen 
feeling for outline, and with their anistic judgment unformed 
by contacts with the Ancient Orient, the Sarmatians preferred 
a shimmering, opalescent surface to sinuous line, and an jn> 
tricate polychrome effect to the light and play of rich metal 
and balanced design. Their caste bore the stamp of Minussinsk, 
the Altai and the Don. and they demanded from the Greek 
meiahworkers objects in gold or bronze with brightly irides^ 
cent surfaces and rich decoration. 

The polychrome style was revived to satisfy these wishes. 

The Greek craftsmen set out to produce the desired effect by 
overlaying the metal ground of the ornament either with 
champlevd work, in accordance with which scones and enamel 
inlays were placed in prepared cavities, or with deisonni. 
where tiny metal partitions separate the coloured paste or glass 
inlays: or again coloured stones and jewels were mounted in 
settings of metal wire. Many of the objects which were decev 
rated in these ways retained the aniznil outlines which the 
Scythians had loved, but when the Goths invaded the land 
from the west, they brought new shapes with them, and these 
were soon added to the repertory. Thus new types of arms and 
jewellery wece introduced into the area, and both the old and 
the new forms were decorated with polychrome work, regard.' 
less of whether they were intended for use by the Sarmadans or 
the Goths. The latter were already fond of beast forms in art. 
and they were therefore attraaed by the Scythian designs, but 
they had a particular liking for birds of prey. Under their in^ 
ffuence the stag b^an to lose its imponance in the art of the 
area, its place being taken by the bird forms of Gothic art. But 
by that time the Pontic Greeks had themselves succumbed to 
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(he fascination of polychrome decoration, with the result that 
the style became as much the fashion with them as it was with 
the Saxmatians and the Goths. In each case, however, it 
continued to remain basically Scythian beneath the gay, super/ 
imposed veneer. 

During this period, the political situation in the south of 
Russia remained troubled and dangerous, and the Slav agrl/ 
culturists of die region continued to live in subservience, 
poverty and fear. They were primitive people and in constant 
want. Superstitions of every son dominated their life. To ward 
off (he ever impending evil they invented gods of every descrip/ 
don, erecting in their honour wooden idols and totem poles in 
the squares and market/places, propitJaung the gods with 
oRerings, and carving magical figures on the i^es of rocks and 
the bark of trees. To safeguard themselves from the evil eye they 
hung tiny amulets of horses, birds and mugs on their chests. On 
(heir belts they wore a comb, as the Scythians had done before 
them, but they also generally carried an amulet of a bear, this 
animal having acquired considerable religious significance 
amongst them. Finally, there was added to this animal reper/ 
tory somedme between the fust and £fth centuries a.d. amulets 
such as crosses, triangles, rhomboids, circles and so on, all of 
which weie in one way or another concerned with the solar 
cult that became extremely important after the 5 fth century. 
These symbols were placed on vessels and utensils, as much in 
order to serve as a protecdon as in an aa of homage to the deity. 

It was with inherent Russian ruthlessness that, by order of 
Vladimir, Grand Pdnee of Kiev, the p^an idols, totem polo 
and other ardclo of heathen worship were destroyed in the 
year 988, at the dme of the country's conversion to Chrisdanity. 
Nevertheless, the peasantry of the land condnued to cling to 
their nauve traditions and beliefs with no less characteristic 
tenacity, and although all the tangible heathen monuments 
perished, far more of the discarded cult was preserved than 
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is generally realized. Paganism icself continued to Bourish 
unabated in much of the country till well into the twelTchceucury; 
ic even survived into the nineteenth century here and thoe 
in the remoiec regions of the land, and beside it many pre^ 

Christian forms and symbols were preserved undl the revolu'* 
lion, in the shape of the toys the peasants made for their 
children. Most popular among these toys were wooden chariots 
and horses, which were in fact exaa replicas, complete with 
solar symbob, of those which, in pagan times, had been 
thought to draw the sun daily across the firmament. 

Among the various practices which the Slavs inherited from 
the Scythians, the most important consisted in the worship of 
their ancestors. In accordance with Scythian custom, they too 
buried their leaders in tombs equipped with all the essentials of 
life, and they also placed the dead man’s wife, decked in her 
wedding dress, in his burial chamber, but they led her into ic 
alive, there to meet her death. They raised mounds above these 
burials, offering sacrifices and holding tourneys and wakes on 
cl^eir summits. Each year, they foregathered again on the spot, 

CO offer fresh sacrifices in memory of the dead. A Slav whose 
horse had been killed in battle outdid the Scythians in the 
honours which he paid to his dead mount, for he would have 
its body placed on a high platform, which was then covered by 
a mound as large as that built over a soldier’s grave. Ic is Like^ 
wise probable chat the Slav habit of placir^ a sword beside a 
newly^born boy and of seating the child on a horse on his third 
birthday also accorded with Scythian tradition. 

It was during the BBh century A.D. that the people living in 
the south of Russia began to worship the sun. As a result the 
horse and cock, both cithern solar symbols, became prominent 
in their art, The symbolic importance of the horse became even 
greater in the following century, when stables were built close 
to the solar temples to house the animals considered holy. 

Horses endowed with magical powers now found a place in 


iti 



The Scythians 


the people's sagas, and were soonjoiaed by the fire>bird aod by 
cocks. The laucj: cook the (umesc hold on die people's itnagina/ 
tion, the form surviving longer in Slav art chan any of the other 
ancieru motifs, retaining its prominence (hroughouc the Slav 
world right down to modern times, even ifirs meaning had been 
forgotten. The versions which appear in Russian and Balkan 
lace and embroideries trace their descent to the cocks of the 
Scythian Altai. Indeed che prototypes of all the later Slav 
Knderings of this motif are to be found among the concents of 
Mounds I and 2 at Pazirik. The most interesting of the Pazirik 
Pis- ss vetsiom are the two splendidly schematized sxlhouenes cue ouc 
of leather, which was then gilc, from Mound i. In these a 
magm£cen(ly spirited and most sophisticated stylization is 
combined with an unexpected yet wholly harmonious natural 
ism. The effect is achieved by che inclusion of che untidy little 
feathers which grow on the back of a cock's legs. The blend of 
abstraction and veracity is also characteristic of Russian decora^ 
tivc art, and designs which come very close to the Altaian 
examples were produced early in the present century, long 
before che discovery of Pazirik. by the distinguished 'World ^ 
Art' artist, Goncharova, working in a traditional 'Russian* 
style.' The antler/like element in the Pazirik cock's combs 
likewise survive in Slav arc, and che kinship remains clearly 
masked in other respects. 

The Russian Slavs gradually combined che solar cult with 
chat of the Great Goddess, adding solar symbols to those which 
had bng been hers. They venerated her with no less devotion 
chan che Scythians. The creed cook especially deep root in the 
heavily wooded regions of Russia, where che peasants paid 
homage ro che Great Goddess in sacred groves and at spring 
heads. The practice actually persisted in some oui/of'the^ay 
places until che outbreak of the last war. Those participating in 
the rice liked to find a birch tree sunding alone in a cleaikg; 
they would choose it to personify che goddess, decking it in a 
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woman*s dress and hanging on one of its branches the canonical 
towel, embroidered in red with the figure of the goddess, her 
attendants and attributes. When no such tree could be found, 
a young gici with branches of birch twined in her haic was 
placed in the centre of the clearing and the towel was hur^ on a 
convenient bough. The people then formed a ring round the 
goddess's representative, dancing in a circle and scamping to 
simulate the sound of running horses. 

The ceremonial towel ranked as a family heirloom. It had 
been wotked by an ancesuess and, together with the family's 
icons, it was numbered among the household's most treasured 
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possessions. The towel's designs closely followed early proton 

types, with the goddess invariably forming its main motif. She 

^en appears in the same pose as that in which she is shown on 

Scythian metal/wock, being generally Banked either by two 

princely horsemen, who sometimes have birch rwigs twined in Fi^. ^ 

thdr hair and hold offerings, or by mounted priests, the reins of 

whose horses are Hrmly grasped by the all^oncroUfng deky. 

The background is filled in with various solar symbols such as 
cocks, horses, ducks, hares and Bre>'birds. 

On becoming engaged, a Slav girl was expected to work a 
ceremonial towel of this sort as a gift to her groom. She also had 
to make her wedding dress, embroidering it with designs which 
conformed to tradition. In Yugoslavia in particular, mahy of 
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the costumes $ull being worn today leuin details which can be 
traced bade to Scythian dres$» even though the majority have 
lost theic original shapes. In some cases the partems have 
become distorted simply as a result of the passage of time, 
representational forms having been transformed into geometric 
ones; in ocher instances change seems to have been intentional, 
idet^ms having been substituted for pagan symbolism at a 
lime when the latter was being fiercely eradicated by the 
Christian clergy. In Russia, however, some of the patterns have 
retained their original names, and these give a clue to their 
meaning by disclosing that certain designs, which are now 
abstract, are known as the goat, the cock, the calf'eye. and more 
significant still, the antler pattern. 

Scythian infiucnce can also be detected in the sculptured 
decorations which ipp^ on Russian churches of lace 
medieval date. They are to be most clearly observed in the 
series that adorns the facades of the CNvelfch^ and thirteenth^ 
century churches of the Vladimir''Suzdal district, notably the 
Church of the Intercession of the Holy Virgin at Ncrl and the 
Cathedral of St George at Uriev Polsky.' On both of these 
buildit^s curious and enchanting beasts of a rather heraldic 
type stand amidst a profusion of Christian and other symbols. 
These delightful creatures have bng puzzled art historians. 
Some have ascribed them to the influence of Christian Georgia 
and Armenia, whilst others have traced (hem to the Romans 
esq ue art of western Europe. The manner of thcii disposition on 
the walls is western rather than eastern in conception, but the 
Christian elements and the general style are dttivid either direct 
from Byzantium or from Armenia and Geo^a. The animals 
themselves, however, bear a very close connection with many 
of the aeatures evolved by Scythian designen. They represent 
indeed a revival of local forms which were reanimated and 
transformed into something temperamentally wholly new by the 
Christian artists of the region. 
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Uniii the westernizing reforms of Peter the Great altered the 
course of the countr/s development, Russian decorative an 
retained a great many Scythian mannerisms. Although 
zoomorphic junctures and stag forms were abandoned, many 
bird patterns persisted, appearing as decorations on various 
examples of metal>woik, ceramics, needlework and firearms. 

Some domestic utensils, and more particularly spoons and wine^ 
tasters, retained Scythian shapes and continued to display the 
stud and arrow/head motifs which are so characteristic of 
Scythian ornamentation. 

During the Sarmatian and the pagan Slav period of Russian 
history commercial relations were established between the 
people of the Black Sea area and chose living in the Baltic lands. 

Goods were transported from the one region to the other along 
the great rivets which intersect Russia. This trade gradually 
came to be controlled by the Germanic peoples who had 
followed the Goths in their advance into the Bosphoran zorte. 

Many of these hangers-on settled on the banks of the Dniestr 
and in the northern Pontus, but they kept in tegular touch with 
their homelands. Artistic trends, objects and coins now 
travelled up the great rivers together with bales and sacks of 
goods, and it was in this way that designs which were still 
basically Scythian, though transformed by the Fondc artists to 
conform to Sarmato-Gothic taste, filtered into Scandinavia and 
northern Germany. 

The influence is reflected in Scandiiuvian an from a very 
early date. It can be discerned in the late-Ccltic period of its 
history, in objects dadt^ from about the first to the second 
centuries A.D. It appears for example in an imported vessel, 
the magniflcently ornamented great silver cauldron from 
GundestcupJ in Jutland, measuring twenty-eight inches across. 

Some of the arumal motifs which decorate it are very close to 
Scythian work, and the inclusion of im^inary beasts and 
elephants points unquestionably to definite eastern connecdons. 
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Scythian again is the dispo&idoo of the scenes. In one register a 
cow of mounted soldiers is shown advancing cowards the r%ht» 
in a lower one they march towards the left. As has been noted» 
this was a favourite Scythian arrangement and it must surely 
have reached Scandinavia from the south of Russia, even though 
Shetelig favours the alternative suggestion that the cauldron may 
have been carried northward by Celts living on (he Danube. 

The commerce between Scandinavia and south Rus&ia was 
interrupted in the fourth century when the Huns advanced 
towards the Black Sea from the ease, evicting the Goths and 
isolating the area. Nevertheless, the Scyth&'Sarmaiian style 
ptobably continued to influence the decorations produced in 
Scandinavia between about A.D. 450 and 600, even chough 
Shetelig* argues against this view, 5 rstly because the gap 
between the heyday of Scythia’s arc and the dawn of the migrv 
don style in Scandinavia was considerable, and secondly 
because of the absence of stags in Germanic animal art, which 
was the main source of the Scandinavian style. He omits, 
however, to cake into account the art of the Sarmadans or to 
consider the persistence of many Scycho/Sarmatian elements in 
the art of the early Slavs of Russia. It is impossible to disregard 
the cflect this must have had on the northern ardsts. Shetelig 
ascribes much in Scandinavia to the inRuence of Roman 
industrial art, and to a lesser extent, to Germanic animal art. 
The latter had itself received valuable contribudons from the 
Scyiho^Sarmatian school,! the Hallscacc and La Tine Celts 
having served as intermediaries between the two, a fact which 
must have attuned the Scandinavians to respond sympathetic 
caily to similar trends coming to them direa from southern 
Russia. A very individual style resulted in Scandinavia from 
the blend of these various elements. It served as a basis for the 
somewhat later Viking an of the r^ion, and this in turn was 
eventually carried to Britain, where it expressed itself with the 
utmost felicity in Celtic and Saxon carving and jewellery. 
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The Scyiho^Samuiian elements which survived in the an of 
the Slavs once again cegained cheii hold on Scandinavian 
artists when contacts with the south of Russia were imensiEcd 
by the Vikings, who established themselves there in the ninth 
century. They even settled in the region of the Volga and the 
Caspian, where Scythian art fotms continued to flourish in an 
even purer form. Small^cale objects, such as the bronze 
plagues {torn Borre in Norway, show this very clearly both as Plate 42 

regards the repertory of the animals chat appear upon them— 
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st^s, griffins and imaginary creatures—and in the style. Even 
the muscle markings which are included are clearly derived 
from the Scythian dot and comma convention. The same in^ 

Huence is also evident in la^e^scale work, notably the animal 

figureheads on the Viking ships, such as those 60m Oseberg 

and Gokstadc, placed there to ward off the evil eye. The 

G^ksiadt horse fits into the Scythian frame particularly well. Pbte 43 

It is in the same style as the Borre plaques, thus difiering slightly 

from the more ornate and florid Osebetg manner. Its ancestry 

can be traced back to a bronze hone from Ketch of mid^ PUu 44 

Scythian date. The influence might have come direct from 

southern Russia, beii^ tempered on the way by the Slavs who 
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Pii. 6 ? cieuetd works similar to those found in a hoard of the sixth 

century a.d. from Maitinovka, near Kiev,^ or it ouy have 
followed a more devious course, travelling by way oTHalUtatt. 
It can be seen there in a flagon dating from the iounh or third 
Plate 4$ century B.c., found at Basse^Yuez in Lorraine. Though of 

Persian shape, the bronze handle in the form of a wolf is 
essentially Scythian in character. By the migration period this 
f(f. (t style had in its turn changed to the heavier and more ornate 

form which is admirably expressed in a bronze ornament of the 
sixth century A.n. from Hungary. 

Somewhat similar Scyiho/Sarmatian trends even penetrated 
as far as Britain, The style was on the one liand canied to her 
shores by the Vikings and came on the other by the more 
circuirous route across Germany. Once again southern Russia 
served as the starting point, for when the Goths Red from the 
Pontus to attack and overrun much of south-western Europe, 
they carried with them their polychrome jewellery and metal¬ 
work, disseminating it, tog^er with the Scytho-Sarmatian 
elements on which it was based, throughout many outlying 
regions. In this way the animal style was revived first in 
Romania, then in Austria, then in the Rhineland, whence it 
travelled, along with other elements, to England. 

The Scytho-Saxmatian influence was particularly marked in 
central Europe. This was perhaps due to the infiltration of 
Eurasian elements into the area at the time of the lace Hallstacc 
and early La Tine periods, that is to say from about 500 B.c. 
onwards. The HallstaR Celts lived the same »rt of life as did 
the Eurasian nomads, and a Hallstau sword in the Natur- 
hisicrisches Museum in Vienna? shows that cheit profusely 
trimmed trousers were very like those worn by the Scyths on 
the Chertomlyk vessel, whilst theii tail-coats seem to have 
resembled those that Radlov found at Katanda. Jacobstahl 
regards the area and the people as *che westernmost outpost of 
the vast Eurasian belc*,^ and indeed Eurasian elements are 
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constantly cropping up in their objects. Rows of beasts walk 

in single file, though in only one direction, along the rims of 

countless of their bronze vessels, beading and hatching are 

regular decorative motifi, pyramids, circles and other Scydiian 

patterns often recur, and the Great Goddess flanked by two 

beasts is a familiar figure. Even a migration period variant from 

as west as Amiens, where it figures characteristically on a PUce42 

horse^rapping, keeps very close to Eurasian versions. 


Fig, 65. Bronze few? of tfee VI t. AJy.fiom Hiofgtify. Buiofesi 
Nelvfvl Museum. 

Scythian influence first made its mark in Hui^ary round 
about the year 500 B.C., when the foremost wave of Scythians 
penetrated to the area. Its reflection is mirrored in a number of 
late Hallscact works. The conneeden is not only to be noted in 
stylistic affinities, however; it is confirmed by archsobgical 
evidence collected during the last forty yean or so. This shows 
chat the wescan Scyths and eastern Celts were in some sort of 
touch with one another. Thus, in 1910, Spitzins discovered 
at Nemitovo in Podolia in western Russia Scythian objects 
lying with fr^ments of typical Hallscatt pottery; Danilevski 
found the same when excavating various sites in the district of 
Kiev and along the Dniepr, and Bobdnsky unearthed La 
T^ne as well as Hallstatt ware during several excavations 
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conducted within the limits of the Dniepr. Conversely^ 
Piiducz, excavating at Scentcs^Vekeraug io Hungary as 
cecendy as 1952^ S encountered a most complex state of a^^airs. 
The Vekerzug burials cover a large area and are of a mixed 
character. Many contained horse burials which include horses 
trappings; in some there also lay mirrors* trefoil arrow^'heads and 
other Scythian objeca, whilst in others nothing Scythian was 
found. The same situation existed at a number of allied sites 
such as Egr^kia, Miiroszele and Chotin, Ac all of these the 
Scythians and Celts appear to have imermixed, and the same 
seems to have happened in certain regioru of Transylvania. It 
is sdll impossible to draw a clear distinction in these mixed 
burial grounds between the tombs of each group, but P^duez 
feels convinced that the burials show 'quite definite signs of 
Scythian custonts*. Matsulevich' * likewise, when describing a 
grave of a 'barbarian king* found in eastern Europe, draws 
anention to some harness ornaments belonging to ic. The most 
interesting were snake^aped but had the heads of fish/birds. 
.They resembled on the one hand some Scythian examples from 
Kerch and on the other some fibuls of fifth century a.d. 
found on the Oise in France. The Balkan burials thus provide 
a link between Scythian Kerch and Merovingian France. 

In the various areas within the sphere of the Hallscatc and La 
Tine cultures the art of the migradon period is strongly linked. 
Although it developed in each region along independent lines, 
it yet converged at dmes to borrow some motif or detail from 
the main stream. Such features were often retained virtually 
unaltered for cemuries, and at dmes passed to a neighbour, in 
whose hands the patterns frequendy survived unchanged. 
Sornedmes, however, they developed into independent, 
thoroughly alien variants. Nowhere can the imeneladonship 
which binds them be more clearly perceived than in the rccur^ 
rence throughout the entire area of the large beaked bird motif. 
Even a cursory glance at its discribudon reveals its astonishing 
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persistence and penetration. There is thus a stanling connection^ 
to which Rostovtzeff has drawn aneniion,** between a magni^ 
ficent gold and polychrome bird of Siberian origin and part of 
the Petroasa horde. The former shows an eagle or other la^c 
beaked bird devouring a stag; the latter, which is likewise of 
gold and polychrome work, is a closely similar bird. The 
Goths* fondness for birds of prey played its pan in preserving 
this large beaked, round^yed Scythian bird motif, the creature 
remaining popular thoughout much of western Europe during 
many centuries. Thus a very early Scythian version in bone 
from Kelertnes reappears in the Frankish world many years 
later almost unaltered, regardless of whether it is produced in 
heavy bronze or in delicate enamel. 

One of the latest, and possibly most exquisite large beaked 
birds comes ^otn i^^disiam England, on the purse lid from the 
treasure of Surton Hoo in Suf^lk. The treasure is dated to 
A.D. 655-656, and the bird, which is about to pounce on a 
duck> already shows slight touches of the elongation which was 
later CO become characteristic of English paintir^ and sculpture. 
Yet it adheres remarkably closely to the Frankish versions, and 
through them to the Scythian originals. The None character 
is perhaps rather more to the fore in some of the ocher enamel 
ornaments attached to the purse, but the Celto'Scythian cle/ 
ment is indisputably the most important in the bird. The disk 
a^ed CO the boss of the Sutton Hoc shield represents a two/ 
headed crearure which has much in sympathy with works of 
the mid/Scythian period and the Basse/Yutz jug handle. One 
of its extremities is a forcefully stylized version of the large 
beaked bird, but by means of a somewhat clumsy and simpli/ 
£ed zoomorphic juncture, its back turns into a dragoD*s head, 
which can to some extent be paralleled by a carving from 
Mound 2 at Pazirik.*^ The general treatment of the ornament 
also bears certain similarities to the Hur^rian horse of the 
migration period. 
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A roembbncc co Scychian art can often be recognized m the 
sculptures and illuminations of the Celtic school in Britain. 
Thu$» as late as the twelfth century, the Cross at Papil on the 
Isle of Burra in the ShetlandsH includes a lion which is 
characterized by the alert bearing, rounded eye and muscle 
markings of a Scyihian beast; (he calf of St Luke from the 
Durtow Gospels’ i shows (he same markings, for even though 
(hey are rransformed into decorative features the doc and comma 
origin of the pattern is still recognizable. The marking may 
have been transmitted to England from a Hallstatt base, since 
Jr frequently 6gures in the pottery of the later phase of that 
culture, as, for example, on the Scythian^looking beasts 
decorating (he clay Hask found at Marzhausen, now in Berlin.< ^ 
Theaoss of Abbotsford, formerly at Woodwray in Forfarshire 
shows an ani mal which is again marked by a nu mber of Scythian 
features. Thus the creature's tail terminates, by means of a 
zoomorphic juncture, in a snake's head; iu pointed fee( (race 
their descent back co the Kul Oba and Zoldhalompuszia stags, 
by way of the Slav plaques from Maztinovka; furthermore the 
ridge along its back indicating three-dimensional relief, the 
eomma/like linos outlining the face, the oval eye and pointed 
ear can aU be paralleled in Eurasia. 

These resemblances could be multiplied time and again, but 
the Likeness appears at its most striking in a group of eleventh- 
century Saxon stone slabs. One of these, originally in Sc 
Paul's churchyard and now in the Guildhall Museum. 
London, ’ 1 shows a stag of wholly Scychian character. Its pose 
had not greatly altered in the ffceen hundred years which had 
elapsed since ^e Scythians fuse made the motif (heir own. Its 
muscle markings, which dace back co Ala;a HuyUk, cwo 
thousand five hundred years earUer, are still in place though 
somewhat altered In shape, but even more important is the 
similarity in feeling. The man who carved this stone must have 
felt the wind blowing westward from southern Russia across 
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Scantlinavia. wafting a la^t flickec of inspiration iioin a long^ 
dead Scythian source. 

The western animal style which the Scythians helped to form 
served in its turn as a spiing^'hoaid for i^manesque sculptors 
and early medieval illuminators, but their an, chough having 
its toots set so back in antiquity, expressed the ancient 
formulas in an entirely novel way. The new style discarded all 
trace of the Scythian, yet it is highly probable chat animals 
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would not have played so la^e a part in the art of early Europe 
had not the Scythians lived to evolve an animal art and to 
develop an interest in and an understanding of animal forms in 
so many regions of the western world. 

In the fifth and fourth centuries b.c. west and east converged 
at PazLcik, at any rate in so far as imported articles were con/ 
cemed, for it was from this area that both western and Scythian 
trends percokced to China. Contacts between China and the 
eastern nomads had indeed been established at an early date, and 
were maintained by trade and exchanges of gi&, the Chinese 
pTCseming fine lacquer and exquisite silks to die nomadic 
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chidtaim whom they wuheti to propitiate. The Scythian 
objects which have been found in the Ordos and as far within 
China's borders as Uliafu in the province of Chensu may have 
been gifts offered in return by the Scyths, though it is also 
possible, indeed on the whole more likely* that they were 
acquired by individual Chinese.’* Yet the two peoples do not 
seem to have had many common interests or tastes, for although 
they occasionally borrowed a motif or a detail from each other’s 
repertory, the influence which they exercised over one another 
was largely superficial. Thus the lumped copper plaque from 
Mound a at Paziiik bearing confronted animals is but a rare 
instance of the Chinese element In Altaian an. and there is 
singularly little trace of this element in Scythia. Objects such 
as the pre/Han mirror discovered in Mound 6 at PazJrik 
should be clearly distinguished as imports. 

If the nomads did not often see through Chinese eyes, they 
nevertheless succeeded in leaving their mark on the art of the 
Ordos and the Hunan. There, from as early as the fourth till 
as late, at any rate, as the fine century 8.C., bronze and silver 
plaques occur, bearing $t^. mules, horses, leopards or tigers, 
either galloping or In a recumbent position with movement 
anested. They frequently show very close affitiiues with the 
somewhat earlier Scythiau works and there is every reason ro 
believe that these should be regarded as their prototypes. Other 
objects refiect the style of Pazirik and Siberia, whilst a bronze 
plaque In the British Museum displays a tiger which is 
clearly related to those which adorn the face of the fiasadur 
cofiin. This Chinese beast of prey carries a ram, which is in 
(urn closely allied to the bone and wood carvings of Kelermes 
and Pazirik. Many plaques were decorated with animal forms 
which assume the familiar shape of a horizontal B. These too 
serve to show chat throughout the latter half of the first mil/ 
lennium B.c. the nomads of Siberia must have been in regular 
touch with the people livii^ on the fringes of China. 
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Yet the Eurasian influence was not confined solely to the 
oud^t^ districts of* that great empire—it made itself felt in 
China proper, even though its role at first proved mainly in> 
direct, and consisted primarily in oansmitting to the Orient 
certain of the animal forms which had been evolved in the 



7e. Copptr slm^£ Chom e^iume/Nm Mound 3, 
Fiiink. IV e. B.C. Aiout vt 


west. Its effect is especially marked in the Hunan wherejthe 
art of the Chu age, which lately contained animal moti^, 
came to include many western beasts, such as stylized dgers, 
homed lions and cagle>'headed gdffins, that can have reached 
China only fiom the Middle East, where they are to be found 
regulaily in Assyrian and Sumerian art of an earlier date. 
Even the Han dragon, though r^arded to/day as a specifically 
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Chinese creature, was pc&bably evolved ixom blending the 
tiger and the phcrnix, a process for which the Persian Simurg 
may have been responsible. The square or round patterns with 
\^ich the Chinese covered the bodies of their bronze animals 
were simikrily almost certainly derived from the doc, comma 
and half'moon markings which the Eurasian nomads used 
with such astonishing frequency, and which reappeared much 
later as a favourite mocif on Turkish textiles. 

Under the Hans, che influence of Siberian art of the Scythian 
type became foe a time so forceful that some of (he oriental 
bronze plaques scarcely differed in arrangement and form from 
the nomadic works,’t whilst che Chinese dragon became 
twisted into an altogether Scythian posture, its head being 
turned in one direction and its body in another.*^ Ac much 
the same time oriental meulworkers began to stylize the uils 
and extremities of many of their beasts in accordance with the 
convention characterisuc of Altaian and Scythian art, and the 
Places 57-eo pole and furniture flnials which had flourished in Egypt, the 
ancient Orient, Siberia and Scythia since early prehistoric 
times appeared in China. It was thus that che style which 
crystallized in Eurasia penetrated at one time or another both 
to the east and to the west, where it came to serve as the starting 
point for more than one new fashion in the decorative arts of 
many widely separated lands. 
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NumUrf m parcnihcsts rtjir to the Bihlioffvphy on p. zoi. 

I Noubly in (he setnng of Aa HZ for Diaghi]ev*s ballet, Co^ i'Or. 
a Fot aiusTradons, see Buxton ($), PL S-ij. 

3 Falk and Shcielig (lo). P. 31, p. 

4 Bil, p. i 94 ’ 

5 Pieton (jo), Ch. I. 

6 Gubar ( 79 ). p-S3« 

7 Jacobscah! (i^), PI. 60, No. p6. 

8 TM., p. 1 6 a. 

9 Makarenko (61), pp. 22—3. 

20 Pirduez (65), pp. 2$-ip. 

21 Matsulevich (63). 

X2 Rosovneff (27), p. 186. 

13 Rudenko (49). PL XXVm. 

14 Romilly, Allen (1), lig. 130 , p. 359. 

23 IM., fig. 129, p. 338. 

26 Jacobrtahl (i6), fig. 402. 

17 Talbot Rice (24). p. 44. 

18 ToWcheff (72)» p. 250-8. 

19 Tibor Horvath (34). Plate 4 shows a dgei attacking an aigalL ofi 

Siberian workmanship of the third 10 second ceatuzy 8.C.; Place $, 
a Stn/yuan Oedos bronze and silver plaque of the second to first 
eetuuty b.C., shows a tiger attacking a deer. These two bear a 
saikii^ resemblance to each other. 

20 Ro$rovtzefr(28), fig. 34. 
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Major Burials of the Sqtbians 
and ^ndred Nomads 


KUBAN CROUP 

Eliiavouukaya Sunioa (V-IV«. B.C.). 
KingodMaihkh ((im half otUle. b.c.). 
Kelennet {Vll-V^. b.c.). 

Kciffoeu^yi Sumiza (Vn—VIc. B.c.). 
Kurdzhips Burowa (IV-QIc. B.c). 

TAMAN GROUP 
Bolthaya BtisBitza (Great Twin) Banowi 
(IVc. i.c.). 

Lake Zukur Banowa (Vc. B.C.). 

CRIMEAN CROUP 
Ak Metchet (VT-Vc, b.c.). 

Akin Obi (eaily V—late IV e, b.c.). 
Don Oba(IIIo. B.C.). 

£l Tegen (Nympbarum) Second half IV c. 

B.C.). 

Kan Kiac (Simferopol) (IHc. S.C.). 


Marjevskaya Scaniea (IVc. B.c). 

Seven Brothers Barrows (very early Vo. 

B.c). 

Ulski Batrowi (Vic. b.c). 

Urupslcaya Starutza (IVc. B.C.). 


Phanagoria Banows (late IVc. B.c.). 
Taman Bairowi (last quarter of IVc. B .c.). 
Vasjurin Barrows (early HIc. B.c.). 


Krim E«(e (V-lVc. bC.). 

Kul Oba (eariy V'—laee IV c. B.C.). 
Pauniotti (end of IV c. b.c.). 

Tcoiir Cora, near Ketch (VII c. B.C.). 
Ttarsky Kurgan (early V-Iaie IV c. B.C). 
Salgir (01 c. B.C.). 


DNIEPR GROUP (mainly north of Perekop and along the river’s left bank) 


Alanovskaya BUsnitza (mid IVc. BC.). 
Alexaadropol (mid IVc. B.c.). 

Baby Kurgan ^-HIc. B.C.). 
Baihmauki Kurgan (IIIc. B.C.). 
Ohenomlyk (IVc. b.c.). 

Chmyrcv Kurgan (V—IVc. B.C.). 

Decv Kurgan (fVc. B.c.). 

Dergaws (mid IVc. B.c). 


Kameonaya Mogila (IlIc. B.c.). 
Lemeshovsky Ku^q (mid IVc. B.c.). 
Malaya Lepaticha (mid IVc. B.c.). 
Melgunov Barrows (VII—Vic. B.c.). 
MordvinovBanows (mid IVc. B.c.). 
Nicopol Banows (mid IVc. B.c.). 
Ogiiz Barrows (latter half IIc. B.C.). 
Osttaya MogiU (VI-Vc. B.c). 



Mtf/tff Burials 


DNIEPR GROUP— 

Raskopuia Butows (IV-lIIc. 8.C.}. 
Rhy^haoovka (IVc. B.C.). 
S«rigo«yBsinowj (V-IVc. b.c.)* 
Shulgovkj, near Melitopol (mid IVc. 9.C.). 
Solokha (not prior to mid IVc. B.c.). 

DON GROUP 

EUuveumkiya Suoitza (V->nTc. b.c.). 
Five Btotheti. 

KIEV GROUP 

Bereucuaga (late IVc. b,c.). 

Bobritza (Uce IVc. b.c.). 

Cherkaakgioiip (VI—Vc. 8.C.). 

Cholodny Yar (Vic. B.c,). 

Galustchioo (Vc. B.c.). 
njm« (IVc. B.C.). 

Litci Kwgan (Vic. B.c.). 

Martotic$hy (tirsi halToTVlc. B.c.). 
Novowel (IVc. B.C.). 

OmpilkijgQa and Kanevich group (VI- 
Vc. B.C.). 

POLTAVA GROUP (tiasely tkiit to 
Akjutinsk butula (IVc, b,c.-Ic. a.O^). 

VOLGA GROUP 
Anrakhaa group (V-Ilc. B.C.). 

URAL GROUP 
Biah Oba. 


ToUtiya Mogily (mid IVc. B.c.). 
Taymbalka (IVc. b.c.). 
Vecchni.'Roganchik (mid IVc. B.c.). 
Ztumenka (IVc. B.c,). 


Novocherkaik Treasure (Ic. B.c.-Ie. a.d.). 
Vosoneeh Barrows (latelVc.~IIIe. b.c.). 


Perepiaichioa (Vc. b.c.). 

RaigKod (ni-Ilc. B,C.). 

Sachnovka (IVc. B.C.). 

Shkvola group ia (he Zvenigorod district 
(Vie. B.C.). 

Smek district (VI—lUc. b.c.). 
Soosk/Borovski (late IVc. B.c.). 

Turji (Vc. B.C.). 

ZaWn group (Vic. B.c.). 

Zurovka and Kapitonovka (Vic. B.C.). 

KIEV GROUP) 

Volkovsk group (IH-Ic. 9 .C.). 

Samara group (V->IIc. B.c.). 


Orenburg. 
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ALTAI GROUP 

Baudu: (Pcozn burials) (V—UI c. bX.})* 
KauDda (Frozen bntialr). 

Kurai. 

NORTHERN MONGOLIA 
Noin LIU (Ic. A.D.). 

GERMANY 
PlohmubUo (V-IVc. 8.C.). 

HUNGARY 
Tapioszentmanon (Vo< ft.C.). 

ROMANIA 

Boureni (late IV>-nic. B.c.) 

Cudunil Mare (latelV-Illc. B.C.)* 


Pazirik (Frcaeo burial*) (V-IITc. B.C.). 

Shibe (IV-IIIc. b.c.)* 

Tuekt, 


Veitersfeld (early Ve. 9^.). 


Z^alojnpuszia (Ve. B*cO< 


Satu Mare (lare IV-IItc. B.c.). 
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Bibliography 

The liteblature on Scytku and ihe Sqthians is (u richet chan is 
generally supposed. The essential rdaence works in the English language 
are: M. Rostovtzeff, Ifwim attj Creeks hi south Russia, Oxford* 192a; 
and £. H. Minos* Seythiofu and Creeks, Cambridge* 1919, both of which 
contain welUnigh comprehensive bibliographies. S. I. Rudenko's* 

Kultumot iiiselerue lormifp Aitrya » Shifslue vnnh, USSR Academy of 
ScicAce, Moscow, 19$$, is scarcely less indispensable. All che Pazirik 
line niustratiocis are drawn £om this book. It also eoncains an extensive 
bibliography, though one which Is mainly concerned svith the Siberian 
region rather than with Scythia proper. The writer Is greatly indebted to 
these scholars, lor this book could haidly have been writteo without 
fret] uem reference to their works. 

A great many articles dealing both with the Scythian and che kindred 
tribes have appeared since the revolution in numerous Soviet publications, 
but it has not proved possible to establish a comprehensive list of them. 

It ij hoped, however, that the following bibliography, thou^ Ux fmm 
complete will, if used to conjunction with those compiled by RottovtzdT, 

Minns and Rudenko, provide a helpful basts for readers wishing to 
pursue the subject funher than has proved possible in this small voluote. 
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Notes on the Plates 


t Aa imagioaiy b«as, possiUj a and a tapoa in combat. 
A gold plaque ftotn Sibeoa, cdginall^ adorned wMi ODoe and paae 
inlap. I ndefi n i t e date. Hermie^ Mmeurn. 

2 A horse being attacked bp a lion. Ooecfa pair of cast ^Id bek buddn 
fiom Peter the Great's Siberian coHecdoo, now preserved in the Hemi/ 
cage Museum. About 4^ in. wid& Date if^drfpkfi 

i The Hum. A Sibedaa beb buckle in the dupe of a bfiwn Ml b. 
Pierced gold. QMIe. B.G. Mennitage Museum. 

4 Hecsum vase of Greek wockmanship fiom Kal Oba. Tuar Kach. 
IV^Htc. 5^nL h^i. The odgmal is in the Hermitage Museum. 
This phot^rapb is of an e fe c co rype in the Victeoa and Albert Museum. 
Crown coppt^L 

$ Cast bconae standard In d)e shape of a bird's bead, fiora Mound 2 at 
Ulski in the Kuban. About ii in. high* VB/Vlc. 6.C. Htrmicage 
Museum. 

6 Cast bronze pole top in the shape oTa mole's head &om Kdenpes in dse 
Kuban. Abom 8 in. h%b. VH^VI c. b.C. Hermitage Museum. 

7 Gold gorprus easily of iMuao wockmaoship 60m Chomtaipk. south 
Russia. About iS in. long and la m. high. c. B.C. Acemdiog to 
C. Roberts {Anb^i A)txagr, z 88p, p. 1$ i) the sctiu probably represents 
Achilles on Skyros amoi^ the daughters of Lycomedes, insptradoa ibc 
it having been fboad in an earlier work by Polygnocus. Hertpiiage 
Museum. 

8 Cast and hammaed biotne in the shape of a bird horn Keletmes 
in the Kuban. About 12 in. h^t. VII'VIc.b.c. Hermitage Museum. 
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9 A chased ^Id leopacd decorated with an^er aod enamel inlay fion 
Kelctmes in the Kuban. Possibly the centre-piece from a sound shidd. 
Length, about la io. VB-VI c. B.c. Hermitage Museum. 

10 Detail of a wooden cofGo from Ba^ur in Siberia. III/TI c. B.C. Hetoii- 
imt Museum. 

xi Antler-crowned horse's bead-diess in fdt, leather, copper and gilt hair, 
&om Mound x Pazidk, eastern Altai. V c. b.c. Hermitage Museum. 

12 A horse’s head-dress surmounted with the head of a homedi lioo-grilGn, 
constructed of felt, leather, copper and gilt hair, &om Mound i, Pazirik 
eastern Altai. Vo. B.C. Henmt^e Museum. 

11 Gold caaog on a swordsheath &om Kul Oba, Crimea, with the Greek 
inscription ITOPKATO. 27 in. long. Mid-IV c. B.C. The original is in 
the Hemicage Museum. This photograph is of an electrotype in the 
Victoria and Albert Museum. Crown copyright. 

14 Felt saddle-cloth &om Mourtd 5, Pazmk, easrem Altai. The ciosses 
may symbolize the sun. Mid-V c. B.C. Hermit^e Museum. 

1$ Leaiha flagon with appH^ui parteros from Mound 2, Pazirik, eastern 
Altai. About $ in. high. V c. B.C. Hermit^ Museum. 

16 Gold cosrume trinuniogs ^om Mound 2 at Keroh, Crimea. Twice 
their original size. V-IV c. B.C. Ashmolean Museum. 

17 Gold neck circlet with lion terminals &om Chertomlyk, south Russia. 
IV e. B.c. Hermitage Museum. 

18 Gold necklace from Mound 3 at Kerdi, Crimea. V-IV c. b.c. 
Ashmolean Museum. 

19 Cast bronze citcular ornament in the form of a contorted animal. Found 
near Simfmpol, Crimea. VU/VI c. B.c. Hetmitage Museum. 
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20 Acutgoldoinamentofapimhcrtwined jncoadrd«. The ejre. nosm], 
ear, cUws and taH were odgmally died with inlay. From Peter the 
Great’s collecdoD. iu3w in the Hermitage Museum. 

21 Carved wood neck drclet imm idouod z, P a»inV, eastern Ahai. IV c. 

&.C. Hermitage Museum. 

22 Fragment of a belt with its sUvo buckle stiU in place from Mound 2, 

Pazirik, eastern Altai. V-IVc. 8.C. Hermitage Museum. 

2} Chased gold stag, probably the cenoc/picce of a dudd, from Koscrom/ 
skaya in the Kuban. About 12 in. long. VTI/VT c. s.c. Hamitage 
Museum. 

24 Gold stag of Greek workmanship, probably tbe ceotre'piiece of a shield, 
fioui Kul Oba, Crimea. About 12 in. lo:^. Eaily V c. B.c. Inscribed 
rAl Hermitage Museum. 

25 Gold stag, probably the ceoire/piece of a shield, &om Tapioszent/ 
marten, Hungary. The eye and ear were originally filled with inlay. 

Not later than early V c. b.C. Budapest Nadonal Museum. 

26 Cast bronze figure of a lioness overlaid with gold lea£ the ceone of the 
body formed ^ gold wire panitioos filled with Inky. From Aldo Oba, 

Crimea. V/IV c. B.C. Hermitage Museum. 

27 One of a set of four gold ornaments adorning a wooden rhyta from The 
Seven Brothers Barrow in the Kuban. Heghtj^ia. Vc. B.c. Tbe 01^ 
nil is in the Hamiiage Museum. This phot^aph is of an elecvocype 
in the Viaona and Albert Museum. C^wu copyright. 

2S Cold Scythian stag, perhaps a fragineac fiom a combat group, fiom 
Zoldhalompuszta, Hungary. V'lV c. b.c. National Museum, Bttd2' 
pesL 


243 



Tkf Scylkiaiis 

29 Quikcd and appli^^ud^wked scene oT a griffin atacking an elk from a 
large woven wool carpet, of Scytb&'Siberian workmanship, found in ibe 
grave oT a Mongoloid chiefiain ar Noin Ula. Mongolia. Ic. aj>. 
Hermitage Museom. 

1 0 Detail from a walUunging worked in appUq ai felts showing a mounted 
warrior in the peeseoce of the Great Goddess, from Mound $, Pazidk, 
easton Altai. About zo in. wide. V c. d.C. Hermitage Museum. 

91 Carved wood, antler^ciowned head from Cb'aog^a in die Hunan, 
Chuia. rV^ni c. B.C. British Museum. 

92 Btonze, open/work belt buckle or borM^s frontlet worked with an antler 
design, from the Kuban. About 6 in. wide. IVc. B.C. Hermitage 
Museum. 

99 Cast bronze onumemal pla<^ues from hotse/ttappings. A: Lion*s head, 
from the necropolis of K)'mpbsum at £1 T^n, Sccaits of Kerch, flrsc 
half of rVc. B.c. Height, 2 in. B: Uon’s head, from Chigirin, Dniept 
district, south Busaia. Height, a in. VhV c. B.c. Hermitage Museum. 

34 Eone hilc carved to resemble a wol^ from Abramovka in the Black 
Mountain district near Otenbutg. Uncertain date. Hermitage Museum. 

3$ Carved bone head of a hone from Kelermes in the Kubau. VTI.'VIc. 
B.C. Homitage Museum. 

16 Carved bone head of a ram from Kelermes in the Kuban. VTI/VIc. 
B.c. Hermitage Museum. 

37 Carved bone head of a mountain goal from Kelermes in the Kuban. 
VHA^ c. B.C. Hermitage Museum. 

93 Carved wood harness decoration in die form of a bead of a mountain 
goat, from Mound i, Pazirlk, eastern Altai. 4 in. wide. Vc. B.C. 
Hermitage Museum. 
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}9 Cicved wood {i^te of & cat on & bridl« fiom Mound 4. Pazirdt. Late 
V to early IV c. Lc^th, 2^ io, Heiaiiuge Museum. 

40 Carved wood %ure of an ibex from a bridle fiom Mound 2. Pazirjk. 

Late V to early IV c. b.c. Length, 2J m. Henniiage Muteup. 

41 Bronze hone>aapping in the form of the Great Goddess Banked by 
supponii^ beans, from neat Amiens, France. Migraucn period. 

Ashmolean Museum. 

42 Bronze mouneji^ from Bocre in Honvay. Late Vikl:^ period. Uni" 
versitett Oldsaksamling, Oslo. 

4) Figiirediead of a horse the Gdksiadt Viking ship. Late Viking 
period. Universitets Oldsaksamling, Oslo. 

44 Bronze plaque of a horse's head Bom Kerch, Crimea. Vc. B.C. 

Ashmolean Museum. 

45 Bronze handle In the shape of a wolf Bom a flagon ibund at BassvYuct 
in Lorraine. JV^ITI c. B.C. British Museum. 

46 Gold and inlaid eagle, probably a aest Bom Siberia. Hermitage 
Museum. This photograph is Bom an electrotype in the Victoria and 
Albert Museum. (Crown Copyright.) 

47 Cold and inlaid eagle from the Treasure of Pettoasa in Romania. 
Sannatio^Gothjc period. 

4S Carved bone head of a bird Bom Kelermes. VTI/VI c. B.c. Henniuge 
Museum. 

49 A bronze bird of V-Vl c. A.©. Frankish workmanship, zj In. ht^. 

Ashmolean Museum. 

50 A bronze and eoamel bird Bom Picquigny on die Somme. Funkish, 

V"VIc. AJ>. 2| in. high. From Sir Arthur Evans’s coUecdon, now in 
the Ashmolean Museum. 





Tk Scythians 

$1 A double^hn^ gold and oumd bird fiom the disk fixed to the boss 
OD the shield found at Sutton Hoo, SiilTolk. 655^$^ aj?. Length. 
10 in. British Museum. 

$2 Gold and eoamel puise fiom Sutton Hoc, Suffolk. 6 iS'^S^ aj?. 
Length, 7k in. British Museum. 

5$ Bronze onunteat in the shape oTi hcdzontal B &om the Ordos. IV.'Ic. 
B.c. Leogthi^io. British Museum. 

54 Saxon slab ftom old Sc. Paul's churched. Guildhall Museum. 
London. 

55 Bronze harness mount, 01 pahaps part c £a belt buckle &om the Ordos. 
IV'd c. B.c Length 2} in. Bhtisb Museum. 

A tigec devouring a ram. Otdos bronze. IV.'Ic. B.C. Length. in. 
Briiish Museum. 

$7 Cast bronze finlal iu the form of an ibex Bom Mioussiiuk, Siberia. 
Early bronze age. Hettnit^ Museum. 

^8 Cast btonze Scychiao decoratioa 6001 a hoxseArapping found near 
ChigtfiD. VX/V c. B.c. Hamitage Museum. 

j9 Carved wood finial of a stag adorned with leather andecs from Mound 2, 
P awnTf . XV c. B.C. Hermitage Museum. 

Oo Elk poledinial in bronze. Han dyoascy. Height, 7 in. British Museum. 

61 Sdva appliqu^ plaque of a Qger. Haa dynasty. Lei^ih, ^ in. Btitish 
Museum. 

62 Silver appliqui plaque of a mule. Oedos. Length, 6 in, British 
Museum. 
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Abbcisfoid Cro}$« 192 
Abydos, 48 

Achstnenid, ?09.140,145,160 
A«aea, 19 
Aenes. 49 
Akin*, 74,127 
AU(2Hdyuk, 152, 192 

Alexander the Great, 49 
Alexandropol, stt Burials 
Altai. 20, 22-$, 27. 10 , 39 * 4a. 7O1 

ZZ9» X2p. 142.145. t6i, 179,179 
AUin Oba. fet Burials 
Amiens, 189 
Amrathian combs. 171 
Amulets. 145 

Anacharsis, Scythian Eloquence, 83 
Anatolia, tji-a 
Ancestor wonhip, 47. 8$, I8i 
Ancient Orient, tji-2,279 .196 
Animal style, 18.27, 94 ' ' 44 , H 7 ~ 9 > liX- 
J52. ryoi 177.171-4 
Anthropological date, 70'8 
Anders. 147-^0 
Apia/Fellus, te 
Af>oUo/Oetosycus, 86 
Argonauts. 19.30, 86 
Aiiauthus. 136 
Ariapeithes, 41 
Aristagorus, 48 

Armenia, 43, 4i, l^O-r, 160.184 
Arms, 126 
Arrows, 7$, 126, 17a 
Attixnpaasa, 86 


Ashil, 27 
Asia Minor, 3 8 

Assyria. 19.2 r-2.44-5.64, 69. 11 9 i 142 , 
145, 151, 153. J55.167, 195 
Adieru, 99 
Athens, 83 
Austria, 188 
Avestic, lar^uage, 39 
Axes. 126 
Azerbaidzhan. 4$ 

B/shaped belt buckles, 24, 26.194 
Babylonia. 40, 45 
Bacttia, 61.64 
Balchik, 49 

Balkans, 2S, {$» 106, T90 
Baltic area, t8j 
Bahadur, m Burials 
Basse Yutz. 188,191 
Bazaklik, 68 
Beards, 78-9 
Bedouins. $7 
Bells, too 
Bess. i$i 
Bessarabia, 107 
Birds of prey. I79,19^1 
Blatemb^ 27 
Blisoicry, s« Burials 
Blood brotheihood vows, 54 
Bobrinsky. 189 
Botovka, iji, 154 
Borre, 187 

Bospboran kingdom and area, 22.46.18$ 
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Boureni, stt Burials 
Bows, 75,126 
Bow cut, m Corytus 
firiuin. z$6, i88 
Buddhists, 169 
Bufibn, 175 
Bulgaria, 20, 55 
Burials, 16 
Al<x3fldrcpo1, 96 
Altin Oba, 96-7,16i 
Bahadur i! i, 194 
Bluiuizy, 105 
Blisnicza, Gttu, 6S 
Boureni, :09 
Bukhovioa, 107 
Bukhtaroa. no 

Chartornlyk, 71, 77“*. 9 S-^> 99 • 

lOl, li%, l}0, 13^ >57i 
Cudurul Mate, 107 
Dobrudja, 107 

Kvagodeoashkh, St, 9$ 

Katanda, 27,3O1 64,77,109. t 20. :6S 
Kclcrmes. 108-9, 244, :55, 158, 

i6i, I7X. 191 
Koch, 97,187, tpo 
Kitv, 36, 79, J06, 151, X89 
Konocukaya. 109,154,15 8. :tiz, 168 
Krasnokunk, 96 

Kul Oba, 61,63, «“8,77“9i 9<-7,99* 
108.143. rj9* iSt, 192 
Kurai, 77 

Melgunov, 154, ijS 
Nicopol, 80, 96 
NoiQUla,6T, no, 164 
Novochakask, 245 
Oguz, 98 

Orooburg district, C71 


Oxus. I4J 

Paairik, ao, 30-1,51,60-1,64-70,73- 
74*77. 88. 90. 95. no, 127-8, 134, 
137. IJ9, J4»“5. '53. >55“^ '58, 
161-7, '7'-2. '76,19'. '9 5 “4 
Plohmuhleo, 107 
Poluva, 106 
Saiu Marc, 197 

Seven Biothets, 98,108,161-2 
Shibc, 40, TO, 98, szo 
Sinjavka, Z61-2 
Smcla, 125 
Solokha, 127 

Tapioszentmanon, lOS, 160 
Tolstiya Mogily, 96 
Tsaxsky, 96-7 
Tsymbalka, 96 
Tuekt, 77 
UUki, 60,159 
Venwsfcld, 55, ie6, !j9 
Vorooesh, 62, 66-8,77-8,108 
Wallachia, 107 

Zddhalompuszta, 108,16t, I64,192 
Burial rites, 87^0,99,103 
Burra, 192 
Byaantiuoi, I84 

Cappadocia, 60 
Carpathians, 21, 33, 4a 
Carpet, pile, 61,140-2. Z56,16i 
Carts, 120,135 
Caucasus. 33.38, 43,152-3 
Cauldzons. 86, 95, 125,135, >57 
Cave paiDongs, 146, T68 
Cekic art, 29,185-6,189-90.192 
Ch*a(^/&ha sculptures, 169-70 
Cheosu proviace, 194 
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OhCROfWSUS, 46 
Chenomlyk, ste Burials 
Chiduioshii), 42 -s, tfi- 2 , loo 
China, 19 , ai, it, 4i~i, 69» 7o~i, rai-a, 
iXi, IIU X 40 . 142 . l69-70» I74« 193. 

I9« 

Chocio, 190 
Chu ^e. 38,43.19$ 

Chulishciun range, 30 
Chvojka, 77 
Cimmerians. 39,41-4 
Clarke, z 6 

Clcaiuing comi>ound, 79 
Cltomenet, 48 
Climate, 35 
Cnidus, Sa 
Cocks, 18a 
Coffins, 114 
CoUxis, $1 
Combs, 144 
Cos, 8a 
Cossack. 7T-4 
Costume, $4-9, ^88 
Cox collection, 170 
Crimea, ao, 61, 08 , 85 
Cuciurul Mare, see Burials 
Cushiou, 138 
Cyzicus, Goddess of, 84 

Daggers, see Akiac 
Dahai, 4$ 

Dalton, 29 
Danilevskj, 189 
Dariel Pass, 44 
Darius, 44, 48, 7C. 9 i. 

Derbeod Deffie, 44 
Diana, X4 


Diodorus of Sicily, i$ 

Dionysian rites, 53 
Dobcudja, 21, 44 
Domestic utendU. lis^ 

Dot and comma markings, i$ 4 - 5 . 187, 
191-J. 196 
Driisking vessds, i )4 
Dubois de Montp^x, iS 
Dubruz, 27 
Durrow Gospels, 192 
Dzungaria Pass, a 

Ebert, 152 

Eding, 149 

Egr^skia, 190 

Bgypc, 19. 4 $. 70. 8ji 131, t$ 3 , X 47 . 19 ^ 
Elam, Z$ 

Eleuunian mysteries, 84 
Ellsworth Huntington, 3ji 4$ 

England, 169,188,191-2 
Ephesus, 48 
Esarhadon, 44 
Eskimo, i: 4 , i ]3 
Etruscan eulcufe, 17,175 
Eurasia, 21, a6, 31, 42, 64, 121, 150-3, 
154,158, i<S7-l, 170,188-9, 192 , 195 - 
196 

Fabulous bcaso, 151 
Fauna and Flora, 34-5 
Felt, 139 .147 
Ferghana pas, 3 3 
Ferghana horses, set Horses 
FiniaJs, 194 
Fish, 107, i« 

Flying gdlop, 149 
France, 148,190 
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Frajikfctft, ijo, 151 
Freakish world, 191 <>2 
Frazer, zitf 
Frescoes, 95 
Frozen rombs, 27,30 

Fur* IJ9 

Furairare, 137 

CaJatz, 46 
Gebi, t$i 

Gerue scenes, 144-5 
Geographical fearures. 9 1 ’-h i 5 
Ceometnc pauema, 170, z?} 

Georgia. 1I4 

Germanic world, ^5, ZI5,18S 
Ghinhman, aj, 154 
Gobedjishvili, 152 
Cdksadt ship, 187 
Golden Fleece.! 9 
Golovkina, 8i 
Goncharova, !82 
Gorbunovski Bog, 149 
Gorrtoa, 74,126 
Cochs, 50,179-80, t8fi, 190 
Creac Bliinitza, ;re Burials uoder BUsniiza, 
Great 

Great Goddess, 62, 67-8, 84 , 136, 143, 
151, J55»»74» r*2-3* 

Great Goddess of Ascaloo, 85 
Great Goddess Tabid/Vesu, 85-4 
Creek world, 19, at-2,38,42, 50 , 51 . 64 . 
69. 74. « 3 . 04 - 9 . 105, IC8, 142, 145, 

142 , 174, ^79 

CriasQov, 31, 99, izo 
CuDdnsvup cauldron, 185 

HallscaR, 184-90 


Han 100,169,192,194^ 

Hercules, 84 

Herodotus, 19, 23. 29-30, 4^, 51. 54 " 5 . 

74,79. 84 , 90 , IJ 4,124 
Hippocrates, z 4 , 29. 49 » n 4 
Hitdces, 150,152,155-4,167 
Hiungvnu, 43-4 
Hoganh, Z 44 

Horses, 70,92,102, ir?, 172, ilr-2 
Ferghana, 117-18 
Geldings, 71 
Harness, 75 
Headdresses, 1:7-20 
Manes, 73-4 
Mongolian, 70 
Praewalski, 71 
Tails, 73-4 
Trappings, 128-34 

Horse l^riali, 70-2.92,103, io 8 - 9 . ur 
Horsemen, 34, 49 
Human form in art, 172-3 
Hunan, 149-70,194-5 
Hungary, 20,3t. 38,108,142,189-90 
Hum, 39 , 41 . » 75 . ^^4 
Hunter's Camp, Yorkshire, I 48 
Hsi/chun, princess, 122 

Idanthynus, 44 
Ideograms, 184 
India, 70 
Indian Ocean, 34 
Indo'Europeans, 37 ^, 48 
Inlay, ! 4 i 

Ionian world, 51. 84 ,152-3,155 
Iphigcnia, 19 
Iranian plateau, 3 3 
Iianian tongue, 39 



Inigx 


Irel&nd, 

Iscrus, 42 

Ja&on. 19 
Jeornar.T? 

Je^v<lkry, 144*46 
Jewellers’ workshops* 98 
Jews, 19, 43 
Jud*a*4i 
Japiier/P&peus, 86 
JgtUod. zt$ 

Kimeniup Babs* sft Stone Dames 
Kamenskoe* 80-1 
Karegodenaihkh, see Burisls 
Kueisha. 27 
KsuncU, see Bufult 
Kelermes* tte Burials 
Kerch, su Burials 
Kiev, see Burials 
Kircudbri^tshiie, tao 
Knives, 7i, ia6 
Kondakov, 29 
KosQonukaya, ret Burials 
Krasookuuk, rtt Burials 
Kuban. 19.20.27,36,4a, 5s, $9, 62,108, 
i6e, 269 
Kufun, i$o, 1^2 
Kul Oba, see Burials 
Kutxiis jup. ?i, 136-7 
K'uhi Mo, 121 
Kurai, ret Burials 

Lamaev, 148 
Laoees. 7J 

La Tw, 186. r88-90 
Les Trois Frires, cave o£, 168 


Lorraine, 188 
Luiisun, 45, i$o 
L)rdja, 44 

Madyes, 25,45 
Magog, 19 

Maikop, 15a, 156,17X 
Mandrocles of Samos, 46 
Man, 86 

Maninovka, 188,192 
Masemir, 39 
Masugau. 43 
Mitraszele, 190 
Macsulevich, 190 
Maiuesses, 138 
Maizhausen, 192 
Medes, 44-i 
Media, 22,44-$ 

Mela, Pomponius, n6 
Melgunov, Ceneral, 26 
Mclgunov, set Burials 
Merovingian an, 29, 290 
Merv, 37 
Midas, 44 
Migrations, 37.44* 

Mildades, 48 
Minerals, 36 
Minns, 29.42. 97. 114. 

Mlnussiosk, 38,123, 279 
Micron. 141 
Miihndaces Eupaeor, 50 
Moldavia, 107 

Mongoloid race. 38*40. 77*8, 99, in 
Mooiesquieu^Avaocis, cave of, 168 
Museums: 

Bridsb, 169,294 
Guildhall, 192 
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Hermiuge, 26, m> 9 ^ 

Kerch. 26-7 
Haurhisicdschcs, 1S8 
NicoUsv. 2$ 

Odessa. 2$ 

Theodosu, 26 
Mycanar, 30, 97 

Kan Shan. 33 
Keaj^tt, 3X-1.144 
Kernirovo. !I9 
Keptune^TbamsDUuda. £5 
Kerl. church of the Inierceieioo of the Holy 
Virgin. 184 
Kijnetagil, 149 
Kikoradae, 49 
Kineveh, 45. !r9.140 
Koio Ula, M fiuciah 
Korse. 191 
Korway, 1B7-8 
Kovocherkask. ste Buiialr 

Odyaieur, 19 

Oetosyrus/ApoUo. 

Oguz. su Burials 
Oise. 190 

01bia,25,49-50.53-4,68.81,14a, 159 
Ordos. 194 

Odgin of Scyiha. 20. )0.19-4) 

Orkhan, 174 
Oseberg ship. 187 
Oxus» stt Riven 

Paganism among Slavs. 18I-5 
Palakus. 8a 
Pa^a^ 26 
Pamirs. 33 


PaniicapSLim, aa. pO. 153 
Papeus/Jupicer, 86 
PapB. 192 
Pirducz. 19a 
Panatua. 25. 45 
Parthia, 22. 45, 74 
Pastoral icrm of liie, 58-9 
Patriarchal society. 51 
Pazirik. SH Burials 
Pergamon, 30 
PersepoUs, 64. 66,151 
Persia, 21,39.43. XJ3. r4X-4, 

rjj, J 55 “tf. » 7 a 
Peter the Great, 23, 27, X85 
Pette«sa. 191 
Phalaue. 52 
Phasis, 48 

Philip of Macedon, 49 
Phili«ta, 45 
Phcenicians. X53, tyi 
Phrygia, 44 
Pieasso, 125 
Pieirovsky, X50 
Piggoa. 152 
Pih&eh. 169 

Plaque adommenu. 98,194 
PlohmuhUn, ste Burials 
Ploughs, 125 
PoUava, 53.7>* 79. 

Polychrome stylo, 179-80,191 
Polygamy, 60 

Pondcarca, SI. 53-4. *79. *85.188 

Pottery, 84-5 
Pdesieues. 68 
Prussia, 20,55, XO6 
Ptzyluskj, IZ6 
PsammaBchus, 45 


252 





Ptolemy, 42 
Punjab, 

PuriHcation metho<li, 90 
Pushkin, 170 

Quames, 16 

Radlov, 27 ~$, 90,64,109-10,18S 

Ranln, xoo 

Reinach, 29 

ReligioR, S5-<7 

Rhineland, 1S8 

Rhodes, 82 

Ripley. 77 

Rivers: 

Amu Darya, iS 
Berel, 109-10 
Beteaovka, 80 

Bug. 29, iS»Si 

Danube, 17. $3, 4 tf- 7 . 49 . 

Dniepr, JJ, 43, ji-j, 79 . ^0, 9 $, 107, 
189 

Dniarr, 29. 93 . 48 . <<5 
Don, 13 . 47 . 49 . 33 . ^79 
Oonetz, 95 
Haly8,45 
Jaxanes, 44 
Korko, 80 
Molochnaya, $2 

Oxus, 93,33.42-3.109.143 
Rlom, 132 
Tokmak, 52 
Ursul, 30, :to 
Volga, 93,44,47, no. 125 
Yenissei, 20, 27-8 
Roman iodusvial ait, 107 
Romanesque an, 172,199 


Romania, 20, 55, 107,188 
Rome, 52, 69 , 82 

Roscovtieir, 29. 60, 67, 96,136,154, 151 
Rudenko, 90-x, 71,77, i:o, 116,119-20, 

132-9,14X. 1 $!, X67 
Ruslan and Ludmilla, 170 

St. Luke, 192 

St. Paul's churohyaxd, 192 

Sac*, 55 

Saki2,22, 45,134-8 
Salmony, 168-70 
Salva, 216 
Sardis, 140 
Saigon, 44 

Saimanaiu, 48-9, 50, 33, 82, 178-80, 
183-8 

Satu Mart, ttt Burials 
Sauliut, 89-4 
Saxon, 186 
Scalpi^, 54 

Scandinavia, 169,183-7,192 

Sceniez^VekeRug, 190 

Schmidt, 152 

Schulo, 81 

Scopans, 46 

Scyles, 53, 82 

Scylurus, 49, 30. 82 

Scytltt, 20.27, 97 . 39 .42-3. . X78. X 85-fi 
AdminiAration, 54 
Appearance, 46-8 
Aristocracy, 32-3 
Art, 18.147-76 
Contacts with Celts, 189,196 
Kindred, 20-x 
Kuban, 51 

Rebd. 53 
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Royal, 18, a, 31. 4 t» 48. ja-j.«i 
Scolot, $2 

Scytho'Druiduns, 45 
South Rusuani 51 
Tamao, 8S 
Towns, 80'3 
Wan, 48-jo 
Women, 48, 60, 67 , 76 
Scythia, 42 
£astem, 21 
Culfo^ 35 
Lesser, it, 49 
Seas: 

Adiiauc, 

Aral. 16 ,45 
Asov, 41 
Bering, 153 

BUck. 19 , 33 * U, 4}* I 53 i 1^5 
Caijjian, 3 j-<. 45 . 

Seven Brothm, m Burials 

Shamans. 1^9 

Shan Hai Ching texu, 169 

Shapur, 171 

Shetelig, x86 

Shetlands, 19a 

Shibe, rtf Burials 

Shields, 127 

Sialk, 37 

Siberia, 23. a 6 - 7 , JO, 42,149,151- 
X53. 169 . J 78 . t94-6 
Simferopol, 81 
Simued, 196 
Sinaia, 42 
Sinjavka, tee Burials 
Sinope, 82 
Sinor, 175 

Slavs, 77,178-89, X86-7 


eexemorual towels, 181-2 
SmeU, tee Burials 
Smoking oThemp, 90 
Solar symbols, x8i-2 
Solokl^ rtf BuxiaU 
Solon, 83 
Sorcery, 85 
Spain, 148 
Spaiu, 48 
Spiizio, 189 

Stag in art, 155-6, 158^0, i0i-t2, x66, 
lOS-o, 179 

dvilitatioQ, s 18-19 
cult, 158 

Standards, 134-5 
Star Can Camp, 168 
Stempowsli, 27 
Slone Damn, 68 
Strabo, 21, 86 
Suao, emperor, 44 
Sutnarokov, 26 
Sumerian age, 151,195 
Susa, 37,153 
Sutton Hoc, 191 
Swords, 75,127 
Syria, 45 » I 5 t 

Talgten, 29,152 
Taman Peninsula. 19, 62 
Tapioszentmarton, see Burials 
Targitaus, 51-a 
Tattooing, 115-16 
Taxads, 46 
Tents, 61 

Teres, the Thradan, 42 
Thamunuudas'Neptune, 86 
Thndans, 17, 39, 41,46. 48 



Mex 


Tibet, iji. i «9 
Tien Shan, 3) 

Tiflit, 4 t, i$o 
Tolsd/a Mogil/, i<t Burials 
Tolstoy, 29 
Tools, 125 

Tom Chamfrein, 120 
Trade, 50, 

Tratu^vania, 107,190 
Trialeti, 150,152,15^ 

Tripolje poucry, 37 
Trogus Pompeiut. 19 
Trey, 30 

Tsaxiky, te< Burials 
Tiymbalka, xe Burials 
Tunics, 69 
Turkaun, 69 , 

Turkey, 196 
Turki, 59. 57 . *71 
Turks, 39 

Twin Barrows, nt Blisruizy under Burials 

Ugro^Altaians, 39 
Ukraine, 37 
Uliafu, 294 
Ulski, SK Burials 
Ur, t<o 

Urals, 33. i6, no, 142 
Uranu, 44-5 

Uriev Polsky, Cathedral of St. George, 
t84 

Urmia, lake, 44 
Uzbekistan, 148 



Van, 44 
Vanle Coq, ^8 
Venus, 96 

Venersftld, stt Burials 
Vieyra, 152 
Viking, 29, i 84-'8 
Vishaps, 160 
Vin, 70-1 

Vladimir, Gnnd Prince of Kiev, iBo 
VUdimir^Suzdal district, 184 
Voronezh, set Burials 

Waggons, 6e-i, joo 
WalJachia, 107 
Wall'^hangings, 6z 
Washington, X70 
Webh, 69 
Whips, 134 
Woodwray Cross, 192 
Wu^un, 122 

Xenophon, ri6 
Xerxes, Hall of, 64 

Yugoslavia, K83-4 

Zarautsay, 148 
2 Semo^Avchala, 48 
Zepyrion, 49 

Zoldhalompuszta, set Burials 
Zoomorphic junaures, z^o, 1^4 ,191 
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